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The context.

We are three students 

who study Primary 

education at The 

university of Greenwich, 
Kent.

We all have an interest in 

working with Key stage 

two, although we all 

engaged and 

experienced teaching 

throughout the primary 

key stages.

We are studying 

Reading for Pleasure on 

an English Literature 

enhancement module 

during our third year of 
our programme.

Throughout our degree we gain experience by working in 

schools for 24 weeks (8 weeks per year). 



OU Research inspiration and rationale
73% reported 

reading for 

pleasure 

during the last 

month.

20% read 

during the last 

three months 

for pleasure.

5% had read 

for pleasure 

during the last 

6 months.

(Cremin et al., 2008, pg. 5)

2% had Read 

for pleasure 

over 6 months 

ago. 

Primary teachers as 

readers

Reading for pleasure pedagogy

Developing children’s knowledge of text will explore the 

natural and calm environment that reading brings. This can 

only be achieved when children have a choice of a text they 

would like to read and where they read it so that they can 

dive into their imaginative world. Cremin et al (2014) stated 

that teachers need to motivate children to be readers through 

sharing and discussing reading for pleasure which will then 

positively impact on children's own engagement and literacy 

skills.



Reading is a social and affective act of engagement. Understanding 

what it feels to read a book allowed teachers to respond and react like 

this when children in their class are reading a book.

Showing children, the book you are currently reading, talking about your 

book and reading aloud show children that you enjoy reading.

Teachers found that allowing children in their class to recognise and see them as readers allowed them to 

share passions for books and another form of communication is formed. 

Having undertaken this research the 

teachers that were involved found that 

they had broadened their knowledge of 

children’s texts.

As a reading teacher, it is important to 

remember the experiences books bring 

by creating an emotional connection by 

delving into the book.

Teachers

As Readers 

research 

findings 

(Cremin et 

al. 2014)



CLPE’s Reflecting Realities, published 2020

Representation in children's books is 

critical. Seeing oneself depicted in 

literature creates a love of reading, 

and getting to comprehend the world 

from other viewpoints fosters 

empathy.

"Reading is a highly significant 

aspect in gaining empathy and 

understanding for lives and settings 

other than your own." Indeed, books 

that provide viewpoints from beyond 

your own life or culture can be 

individually and collectively 

revolutionary."

(Davis, 2020)



1.To broaden our horizon of children’s literature to expand 

children’s imaginations.

2.To understand the children’s needs and interests in the 

class and recommended books that they will enjoy to 

adopt the reading for-pleasure pedagogy

3.To reflect on ourselves being readers and emphasise 

the importance of children seeing us reading to signify the 

importance to be a reader.

Our aims



Outline
-Our experiences-

In my classrooms during school 

experience, there were reading corners 

created to engage children and 

encourage reading. We used a working 

wall to show the work created by the 

children, built from their own readings.it 

is apparent to see that the younger the 

class, the more creative the reading 

corners are. This created an exciting 

baseline of reading for pleasure.

The classrooms that I have been in on 

placement so far have not been very 

exciting and tend to be a shelf in the 

corner of the room, with the only seats 

being their usual classroom chairs. 

When I led the class I created more time 

to talk about books and encouraged 

children to summarise their books and 

make recommendations to other 

children in the class.

Whilst working in a school as a trainee 

teacher I have seen that children like 

to share what reading books they have 

read as they want to be able to talk to 

somebody about their book. Having a 

school library is meaningful for the 

children as it allows them to get 

excited and explore this enthusiasm 

with the children and staff. This also 

allows children to have experience of 

going to a library and using a library 

card where they have to renew or 

return a book without having a library 

in the school some children will not 

have this opportunity.



Lily

Outline
-Our experiences-

Boring, unstructured bookshelf from 
my last placement with no seating 

area for children to read. The books 
were just split from A-Z with no way of 

children navigating or seeing the 
cover and blurb which catches their 

eye and draws them to read.

This would be my ideal bookspace 
when I have my own classroom, 

something bright with lamps so the 
light is not overwhelming, somewhere 
calm with space to spread out and 

get comfy and that sparks 

imagination and creative ideas.



Georgia

Outline
-Our experiences-

When I went on school experience for teacher 

training during my first year, I was in a very 

organised classroom. This is the teacher's 

favoured method, but the children found it 

difficult to immerse themselves in a book in their 

creative world when there was no demonstration 

of the pleasure and excitement that reading can 

offer.

When I visited a nearby school, they had a library that children 

could attend as a class but could also request to visit during 

break and lunch times, making it more enjoyable and engaging 

as a method of interacting with their friends. The children 

assisted a TA in making library decorations by putting various 

characters from a few chosen books that they would want to 

place in the library to motivate other children to read a book out 

of curiosity.



Outline
-Our experiences-

The younger the class, the more exciting 

the reading corners have been, focusing 

on the book/topic of the term. Working 

mainly in key stage two, the children 

seemed to prefer sitting at their desks 

whilst reading and showing or comparing 

books with their seating partners.

Although almost all of the children I 

questioned about the reading spaces 

mentioned that they enjoyed sitting at 

their desks, I would like to add a bit of 

creativity to enhance the enjoyment of 

RfP and produce an inclusive and 

comfortable area that could cater to all.

Year 4 (My example)Reception class (online example)

Lauren



Outline – Georgia’s Reading River

I have read a selection of books during and outside of school. My favourite book I have read is called ‘Missing Me’ because 

it is about adventure and finding out unknown answers. I find it hard to engage with books which is why it takes me so long 

to read one and has to be in an area which is warm and cosy. This is why it is so important to me as a reading teacher to 

ensure children are comfortable and have an exciting and thrilling adventure when reading a book, wanting to keep turning 

the next page.



Dr. Seuss was one of my 

childhood favourite authors. 

The quirky and fun illustrations 

captured my attention and his 

writing style entranced me, 

leading me to want to write 
poetry myself. 

The magic key.

Biff, Chip, Kipper and friends 

taught me to read, using 

exciting adventures and great 

illustrations to capture my 
attention. 

The adventures of Winnie the 

Pooh and Christopher Robin 

began my true love for 

independent reading. 

Discovering that even books 

can show emotion that 
related to my own. From an early age, I found 

myself intrigued by history and 

non-fiction. The diary of Anne 

Frank was one of the first 

books that I read, this began a 
deep interest in World War 2.  

From true life encounters, I found 

fictional crime books. Authors such 

as Stephen KIng renowned for 

variety of horror and crime books. 

His use of descriptive language 

and detailed storylines covers any 
readers’ interests.

Outline-
Lauren’s 
reading 

tree



Outline- Lily’s reading journey

The Hungry caterpillar 
was one of the first 
books i remember being 
read to me in school.

When I was younger 
my mum used to read 
me this book and call 
me a wild thing which 
led to incredible 
dreams at night.

This book if read well has 
the best rhymes and I 
watched a teacher do this 

incredibly.

Nowadays, 
I read a lot 
on my 
kindle and 
love a good 
romcom.

Growing up I was 
a runner and this 
book amazed me!

As a child I loved 
reading and 
superheroes so 
Matilda was so 
cool to me.

I read every book 
from the Rainbow 
magic series and 
when I found my 
name I fell in love 
as I loved the 
outdoors.



Impact

Reading aloud

Modelling reading aloud as teachers helps to 

stimulate children’s imaginations and improves 

listening skills. Allowing children to read aloud lets 

them build upon their confidence in the classroom 

and build upon their vocabulary.

Identified as a reader

As a teacher it is important that children see you 

as a reader so that they have a role model, a 

reader teacher to look up to. Being able to 

communicate as a reader will allow children and 

teachers to share common interests and can 

expand their imaginative minds. Therefore, as a 

Reading Teacher and teacher who reads will allow 

the teacher to connect to children on a reading 

level.

Things that we know 
now and how that 
would impact our 

perception on how to 
teach reading.

Choice of books wide range

It is important for children to have access to a 

wide range of books to explore their interests 

and find a book that they can relate to. Having 

read the theory it is important to note that we will 

ask children what their interests are and 

recommended a book to children that they like.

Display

When children walk into the classroom the book 

display should be clear and welcoming. The 

book display could be split into sections that 

make it easier for children to access such as 

fiction or non-fiction books. There should also 

be space to sit with comfy blankets and 

cushions or bean bags so children can read in a 

safe environment.



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice

Next steps to support 
children’s volitional 

engagement as 
readers.

Ensuring access to books

Creating safe spaces for reading 

Reading aloud

Letting children choose their own 

books

Talk about books

Using different types of reading aloud 

(storytelling and story reading)
Make connections with books

Read the whole book before 

discussing it
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Thank you! 

Thank you for taking your time to read through this PPT of 

which research has been reflected upon as to how this will 

impact our future teaching. We hope you find your comfort 

blanket in reading.


