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Context:
• I work in Burgh Primary School, Rutherglen, 

South Lanarkshire.

• Around 77% of our school roll resides in 

SIMD 1 and 2. 

• I teach Primary 7

• Class size = 30 pupils (16 boys and 14 girls).



“Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a 
child’s future success – more than their family 

circumstances, their parents’ educational background or 
their income. “

Organisation for Economic Co-Operation
& Development (2022)



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale (1)

• At the start of this project, I reviewed my current practice and this 
identified areas for development including the creation of Social 
Reading Environments and Informal Book Talks.

• My review of current practise identified that although I allowed 
children regular time to read for enjoyment, I did not change the 
classroom environment for reading time, nor did I allow much time for 
children to engage in informal book talk. Instead, I traditionally 
focussed on creating a quiet environment.



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale (2)

• At the start of the year, children were also asked about their reading 
habits. A significant number of children said they read infrequently or 
never read. A significant percentage also said they did not enjoy 
reading.

• I also observed that children lacked reading stamina, changing books 
frequently after only reading a few pages.



Aims

“the role of the
environment, a 
relaxed ethos, and 
the space and 
support for choice 
and conversation 
about
texts was also seen 
to be crucial 
(Cremin and Swann, 
2016).

‘

• I had identified that children had a low reading 
stamina, they were disengaged and found it 
challenging to focus for long enough to engage fully 
with a book.

• My aim was to create a social reading environment in 
which children could develop their reading stamina, 
explore new authors/genres, and share their new 
reading knowledge with their peers informally (book 
talk).

• I wanted children to view reading as an enjoyable 
event which can take place anywhere (inside, 
outside, sitting on the floor, on a chair, on a beanbag 
etc.).

• I also wanted children to explore a range of genres to 
discover which interested them the most (fiction/non-
fiction/graphic etc).



Outline

• I incorporated 20-30 minutes of reading for enjoyment time into the class 

timetable at least twice a week.

• The class created a book wall with book recommendations where they shared 
books they had enjoyed that other children would like.

• We created comfy areas to sit and read including the use of beanbags and 

cushions.

• Children were encouraged to engage in book chat both formally and 

informally during and at the end of reading for enjoyment time.

• This informal book chat included 'Book Blessings' where children were 
encouraged to try to “sell” their book to a partner/group/the rest of the class.

• Children created a list of books/authors that they were interested in finding out 

more about and we were able to order some new books by these authors.

• Children demonstrated an interest in audio books and used QR codes to 

access audio versions of their books online.

“Reading for 

pleasure is more 

closely associated 

with intrinsic 

motivation; it is 

reading that 

children do for 

themselves at their 

own pace, with 

whom they choose 

and in their own 

way.”

(Cremin, 2019)



Outline (2)

• We created listening stations where small groups of children could 
listen together to audio books.

• We revamped our class library and created sections for our favourite

books and the book/author of the month.

• We used free online book libraries which children could also access 

from home.

• We visited the local library.

• We developed a literacy link with a school in Malawi and we wrote 

book reviews and sent these to our link school. We also received their 

reviews/ stories which again encouraged children to write their own 

stories.

“Reading for 

pleasure is more 

closely associated 

with intrinsic 

motivation; it is 

reading that 

children do for 

themselves at their 

own pace, with 

whom they choose 

and in their own 

way.”

(Cremin, 2019)



Reading for Enjoyment Time



Outdoor Reading



Informal book talk



Book Reviews for our link school



Impact

Implementing these reading for pleasure times into class had a significant 
impact on children’s engagement with reading for enjoyment.

At first many of the children found it challenging to settle during the 
reading time, they found it challenging to maintain focus and 
concentration and would regularly change books after a few pages or so. 

As we embedded these reading times into class children developed good 
reading habits and engaged more with their books/reading. They would 
read for longer and their concentration improved. It had other benefits in 
that children were more settled, could discuss their books in more detail 
and their vocabulary improved as did their ideas for writing and stories.



Impact

• Children were also keen to share their books with others and there were 

many requests to read the book next.

• Many children were disappointed when reading time ended as they 

were so engrossed in their books. 

• Children also expressed an interest in asking parents to buy books that 

they had heard about from school. In discussions with children many 

expressed how much they enjoyed the reading for enjoyment time.

• One child (RD) developed a love of Sherlock Holmes books which he 

shared with other children and this led to a small, informal book group

of Sherlock Holmes fans who enjoyed sharing their favourite

moments/storylines/characters with each other. To facilitate this a box 

set of Sherlock Holmes classic books was purchased and placed in our 

class library.



Impact of Informal Book Talk
Pupil Quotes:

“I found the QR code in the Sherlock Holmes book, scanned it and 
enjoyed listening to the audio version. I told my friends about it and 
now we all enjoy listening to the different stories. I enjoy the Sherlock 
Holmes stories as I like the characters and the fact that they are 
mystery books. I have asked my mum to buy me some of the books” 

RD, P7



Impact of Informal Book Talk
Pupil Quotes:

“I like that when we are talking about the books together I can find out 
new facts. I enjoy fact books the best and like that I can share new 
facts with my friends. I also enjoy listening to the book 
recommendations as L**** recommended a book about a man who 
was executed in the USA and it sounded really interesting. I’ve asked 
him if I can read it next!” 

ZC, P7 



Impact of social reading environments
Pupil Quotes:

“It’s much better now that we can read our books together sitting on 
the beanbags as I like showing my friends’ parts of my books that I find 
funny or interesting. If I waited until after I was reading I would 
forget.”

AG, P7



Impact of social reading environments
Pupil Quotes:

“My favourite part is the listening stations. My friends and I are 
listening to the World’s Worst Children 2 and it’s very funny. We laugh 
a lot when we are listening to it together. I like that we are listening 
together and can share the jokes.”

CP, P7



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice
• Engaging with the TaRs research has raised my awareness of effective ways to support 

children’s reading for pleasure. 
• Changing the physical environment helped to create an association with reading for 

enjoyment. We would move the tables away and bring in bean bags/cushions and set up 
the listening stations. Children could choose where they wanted to read and who they 
wanted to sit with. This was a positive experience for them allowing them to feel relaxed 
when reading.

• Pupils are no longer reading in silence without discussion, they enjoy sharing their books 
and regular discussions can be heard around the classroom during book time – these chats 
are very important to developing children’s joy and understanding of reading.

• Children view themselves as readers whose opinions and recommendations are valued. 
They are keen to recommend books and authors and to share their joy in a book with their 
peers and encourage them to read them too.

• Children have explored new genres and authors. They have explored alternative reading 
options including audio books and e-books.

• An interactive, social reading environment has been created  where there is quality time 
dedicated for children to explore texts in detail, share their favourite texts and talk freely 
about their reading.



Next Steps

• I will continue Informal Book Talks with my next class.

• I will continue to look at ways to develop the social reading 
environment in the classroom.

• I will continue to keep up to date with the latest authors/books.

• I will continue to discuss with children their interests and favourite
books/authors in order to ensure that our class library reflects this.

• I will continue to explore how we can make better use of 
technology to support reading environments and reading talk.


