
 

 
 

 

 

Really Wild Library! 

Alison Holt 

 

Context 

➢ All Saints Church School is a rural school based in Montacute. Its catchment takes children 
from the surrounding village of Odcombe and the west side of Yeovil. Part of the land that 
we are built on belongs to the National Trust and thus, we like to celebrate heritage and the 
outdoors.  

➢ I am the English Lead for our 7-class school and have decided to focus on Reading for 
Pleasure this year. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

Outdoor learning is at the heart of our school and we have the most wonderful outdoor learning 
space which we are continuing to develop further. In doing so, I realised that social environments 
were integral to those children who didn’t naturally find reading pleasurable. This was also reflected 
in the outcomes of our RfP questionnaire. 

Before Covid, the library had been a hub for the children.  Post-Covid, all the soft furnishings had 
been removed and it was no longer a place to curl up and get comfortable with a book. It was also 
noted that many children chose not to use the library in their break and lunchtimes because they 
wanted to be outside, something that we, as teachers felt was important. The questionnaires 
revealed that children didn’t enjoy reading in school and after delving further, it was evident that 
one of the reasons was they couldn’t get comfortable. For many, this was essential for them to 
enjoy reading. In addition to this, children who generally struggled to read for pleasure would not be 
encouraged by uncomfortable surroundings as they would find it distracting. 

After having an all-female team of librarians in my first year, I was keen to develop the role of male 
librarians. Many of the boys weren’t engaged with their duties as they wanted to be outside. It was 
essential to include male role models in my project, but also important to ensure that they had the 
time outside that they so required. 

The Teachers as Readers research states the importance of a richly engaging reading spaces, both 
physically and socially, in developing children’s reading for pleasure (Cremin et al., 2014). In addition 
to this, other discussions during our Teacher Reading Group meetings also highlighted that if 
children were involved with the process, this would aid positive attitudes to reading.  
 
Research found on the Literacy Matters website identified T. Gill’s research, ‘that outdoor learning 
boosts confidence, social skills, communication, motivation, physical skills, knowledge and 
understanding’  and research from O’Brien and Murray ‘found an increase in children’s self-esteem, 
self-confidence, ability to work cooperatively and positive attitude to learning following Forest 
School experience.’ Although these were related to being involved with in Forest school, many of 
these benefits would also be found when reading outside in a natural environment.  

https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/
https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/


 

 
 

Aims  

To develop a social reading area which embraces the school ethos and encourages an element of 
choice in reading 

To encourage librarians to be involved with the organisation and setting up the library to encourage 
choice and autonomy  

Outline 

Creating our Wild Library! 

Our Wild library was created using an outdoor classroom that wasn’t currently used. 

 

We managed to get a selection of wicker picnic hampers to place the books. We decided to include 
picnic blankets and cups/plates so that the children could make reading an event! 

 

Courageous Advocacy 

The librarians helped to develop the Wild Library by cleaning the outdoor classroom, selecting the 
books and labelling the hampers.  



 

 
 

   

They then decided on the rules of the Wild Library and have decided on how they will manage the 
library themselves.  

The Grand Opening! 

The librarians ran the Grand Opening introducing the children to the ‘Wild Library’. They talked 
through the rules and showed the children how to use the library.  

 

Now 

The librarians take out the book hampers in the morning and set them up at break and lunch time. 
If the children are on the field, the librarians take the hampers up onto the field with them. Some of 
the librarians will sit with the younger children and enjoy a book with them. 

 

 



 

 
 

The future 

The ‘Wild Library’ is very popular although is still in its infancy. As the library develops, the plan is to 
have tyre seats to sit on, decorate the outdoor classroom, have twinkly lights in winter and thick 
blankets so the Wild Library is an all-weather venue. The librarians will regularly update the books so 
that there is a range of different reading material available. 

  

Impact 

As the Wild library is relatively new, it is difficult to say the impact that it has on the children long 
term, however I have noted on several occasions many of the youngest children enjoying a book 
together. Some librarians have independently chosen to sit with the children and the focus boy 
librarians are regularly involved with setting the library up. This means that younger children are 
seeing positive male role models being involved with books and reading for pleasure. At the end of 
the term, I will repeat the Reading for Pleasure questionnaire which I hope will give some positive 
results. I am also keen to identify which year groups use the library the most and look at how we 
can encourage different year groups to embrace the ‘Wild Library’ further by working with the 
librarians to promote wild reading further.  

Reflections  

When carrying out the initial questionnaire, I was saddened and surprised by the fact that the 
children didn’t enjoy reading in school. My original thought about a focus for the research was not 
social reading areas, as we already have a very inviting and engaging school library. However, after 
looking at these results, I realised that I should not have been surprised as comfort is very 
important when reading and being uncomfortable is definitely a distraction. My decision then was 
that this should really take precedence in my quest to improve reading for pleasure across the 
school. I believe that there is still work to do on creating the best and most comfortable ‘Wild 
Library’ and thus this will continue to be my project for the next year, coupled with developing how 
we develop those children who still haven’t found the love of reading yet! 

 


