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Context

• Hadrian Primary School is a medium-sized primary school situated in the North 
East of England.

• We are located opposite the Arbeia Roman Fort dating back to the time of 
Emperor Hadrian.

• Our socio-economic national standing is in the lowest 5% of social 

deprivation.

• We are a vibrant, multicultural school with 50% EAL population. Our children 

have low starting levels of language acquisition.

• Improving standards and attainment in reading fluency and fostering 

enjoyment of reading are two of our school priorities.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

At Hadrian, we have always had a strong focus on early reading. However, with 

changes in staffing and effects of the pandemic, the love of reading seemed to 

take a back seat to performance in reading.

After discussions with staff and completion of the OU Reading for Pleasure staff 
audit, it became evident that we were all relying on the same authors and texts.

Research conducted in 2008 by Cremin et al., found that teachers have a limited 

repertoire of children’s books and therefore may find it challenging to promote a 

reading for pleasure classroom environment and promote children’s engagement 

in reading.

Based on the challenges teachers faced due to the limited knowledge of a 

repertoire of books, the focus for our school was ‘Teachers’ knowledge of children’s 

literature and other texts’. This aims to ensure all teachers value the importance of 

reading for pleasure and have sufficient knowledge to support children with their 
knowledge of authors, genres and texts.



Aims

• To improve teachers' knowledge of children’s literature

• For teachers to value the importance of reading for pleasure

• For teachers to have sufficient knowledge to support children with their 
knowledge of authors, genres and texts.

• For teachers to share their love of reading and excitement of finding and 

exploring new books and authors.



Outline

To develop teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and other texts, we 

introduced a menu of ideas:

• Provide more welcoming reading areas with more awareness of quality texts to be 
used in the reading area.

• Wider range of texts available to children – comics, graphic novels, cross 
curricular texts, non-fiction, poetry.

• Reading Rivers - in classrooms and displays
• Staff Padlet share

• Funding page to buy more books

• Participation in The Bishop Stortford Picture Book Award
• Cross Curricular book box in all classrooms

• Identification of all texts read and authors on English Long-Term overview

• Library links with parents

• Child initiated Book Club



Reading Buffet
Children created a menu of books to sample during world book day.

Outline



Outline

Reading Areas
All staff were asked to think about their reading areas and ensure that they 

have a selection of books for children with a comfortable place to read.



Outline

Graphic Novels
All staff were asked to choose some graphic novels and authors that they 
wouldn’t normally use for their classrooms based on the funding received.



Outline
Reading Rivers

During World Book Day children were asked to share what they read. 

Children created reading rivers and used this to share their reading 

preferences with their classmates and teachers.



Outline

Staff Reading 

Recommendations 
Padlet Page

At the beginning of each staff 

meeting, someone will share a 
book recommendation.



Outline
Bishop Stortford Picture Book Award

Year 1 participated in voting for their favourite shortlisted picture book.

The books we were sent have been shared on the staff Padlet book 
recommendation page.



Outline

Cross Curricular Books
All curriculum leads were asked to find texts suitable for each year group.



Outline

English Long Term Plan
Alongside our Literature Spine, teachers were asked to identify the genre 

and authors they were going to be using on the English long term plan. This 

allowed other teachers to see what was being read in other year groups.



Outline
Class Padlet Pages and Library Links

To share our love of reading, we scheduled library time with parents. Parents are invited 

to our school library once a week to choose books with their children. Children often like 

to share books they have found during their class library time.

Our class Padlet pages are on our Google Classrooms. Children can share what they 

have been reading at home and recommend any they have enjoyed. During our daily 

DEAR time, children will often vote on one of the stories from their Padlet pages.



Impact
The impact of focusing on Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature 

and other texts has resulted in a much wider repertoire of texts that 
we use not only in our teaching, but also in our reading for pleasure.

Children can discuss and recommend the books they are 

reading on our class Padlet. Year six have started their own 

reading group which is lovely having a positive reading 

environment where children find reading enjoyable. 

The majority of children enjoy reading and using the school library. 

They enjoy keeping a book in their tray and reading it whenever we 

get some spare time. I have found that having a broad range of 

books has encouraged some more reluctant readers to enjoy 

reading. The boys in particular are enjoying the Jamie Johnson 

football stories.

Comments teachers 

have made since 

starting the RfP 

project.



Impact
Teachers completed the OU Staff Audit questionnaires before and 

after the project. The responses at the start of the project mirrored 

Cremin et al, 2008 findings of Roald Dahl Michael Morpurgo and 

Jaqueline Wilson all receiving mentions on the lists of ‘good authors’.

Before After



Impact
Some Year 6 children initiated a child led reading club.

Year 6 children have supported younger children who did not enjoy 

reading for pleasure.
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Impact
After a conversation with the class teacher about reading for 

pleasure at home, a child was unsure about what he was 

expected to read and how frequently. After taking a book from 

his class library home, he emailed his class teacher to clarify 

expectations. 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research 

had on practice

Moving Forward:

1. Continue to develop our child led book club. Our older children that were reluctant to read 

will support younger reluctant readers with engaging in stories and texts that might interest 

them.

2. Although our staff Padlet share has proved to be successful, it can sometimes be forgotten 

about due to our busy schedules. However, we are going to start a 5 minute story share at 

the beginning of all staff meetings these story shares can then be added to the staff padlet

share.

3. We will be looking at our school budget to invest in Hook a Book from Seven Stories to 

support us in widening our repertoire of new texts and authors.

Reflecting on the TaRs research (Cremin et al., 2014), teachers have significantly developed their 

knowledge of children’s literature, as well as their knowledge of a reading for pleasure pedagogy. All 

teachers have thought about and improved their social reading environments and the benefits of creating 

a classroom environment that encourages regular informal book talk. Although our initial focus was 

developing teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature, this has filtered down to the children. They have 

become very aware of our focus on Reading for Pleasure, resulting in them taking the initiative to start their 

own Book Club. Although expectations are in place for children, it is evident that many of our previously 
reluctant readers are moving towards a culture of wanting and enjoying reading.


