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Context 

I have been working as a Year 2 Teaching Assistant for the past 3 years at Prince of 
Wales Island International Primary School (POWIIS Primary) in Penang, Malaysia. This is 
my first experience working at an international school. One of my favourite places in 
school is our school library which has an amazing book collection. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

In order to successfully foster Reading for Pleasure (RfP), the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) 
research project found that teachers need a considerable knowledge of children’s literature and 
other texts. 
 
As someone who grew up not having much access nor exposure to children’s books especially 
picture books and therefore not having much knowledge of children’s books, this rationale had 
resonated with me to improve myself in this area. 
 
Hopefully by doing so I would be able to engage enthusiastically and reciprocally as readers in 
school and make one to one reader recommendations tailored to specific children. 

Aims 

• To read more children’s picture books which would help me broaden my knowledge about 
the books and authors subsequently leading me to read more books by the same authors or 
other authors. 

• To be able to talk about or maybe recommend some picture books or authors to children or 
other teachers and have them share their opinion about the books they’ve read. 



Outline 

1) I picked 20 picture books which 
I thought were interesting from 
the school library to read. I 
made a Padlet page with the 20 
books and a short blurb about 
each one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2) I then placed the 20 books in the Year 1 and Year 2 workroom for 2 weeks (10 books each 

room and then swapped over the following week) and invited teachers and TAs to read a 
book (at their leisure with some chocolates provided) and add their comment onto the 
padlet (https://padlet.com/mpakiam/cxup54d9gu6eh732) by scanning a QR code provided. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
3) The Padlet page was then shared across Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 

and an ECA group (Young Librarians) with the help of our school 
library teacher. Students of Year 3 and the Young Librarians 
were invited to add their comments onto the Padlet. 

 

https://padlet.com/mpakiam/cxup54d9gu6eh732
https://padlet.com/mpakiam/cxup54d9gu6eh732


 
4) The 20 books were 

displayed in the library 
and children could read or 
borrow the books. 

Impact 

Participating in this project has had a very good impact on 
me. Through my project and attending the Reading for 
Pleasure group meetings I am having a more confidence to 
have conversations about picture books with other staff 
and children. 

 

During one of the whole class reading sessions in my Year 2 
class I had read the book ‘The Day the Crayons Came Home’ 
and I was able to tell the children that there was a prequel 
‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. One girl shared that she had 
read this book before in Year 1 and really enjoyed it. 
Subsequently in our next visit to the library I pointed out to 
my class that Drew Daywalt the author of those two books 
had also written another book ‘The Legend of Rock Paper 
Scissors’ which our class teacher had read in class before. 
This prompted one boy to take the book and have a look at it. He then chose the book to borrow for 
the week. 

 



 
 

I was also able to point out to my class that Oliver Jeffers, the illustrator of the books ‘The Day the 
Crayons Quit’ and ‘The Day the Crayons Came Home’ himself is a children’s book author and 
showed the children where in our library his books can be found. A couple of children had then gone 
to browse Oliver Jeffers’ books. 

 

There was one boy in my class whom I had noticed had 
borrowed a book called ‘ Little Red Reading Hood’ by Lucy 
Rowland so I suggested to him if he liked this book he could 
try reading another book from the same author which was 
from one of the 20 books that I had read called ‘The Three 
Little Pigs and the Big Bad Book’. He went over to my display 
in the library unfortunately the book had already been 
borrowed for the week. 

 

 
The book ‘The Invisible Boy’ by Tracy Ludwig was a book that 
caught the eye of quite a few children on the Padlet and they asked if they could borrow it. (The 
book was one of the first ones to be borrowed). The Y3 child who borrowed it said to the library 
teacher that she is borrowing it because she could relate with the main character in the book. One 
of my Y2 girls asked me to stop at that picture when I was showing the Padlet to them and I asked 
the class, “Does anyone sometimes feel invisible?” This girl shared that sometimes when she is at 
home and talks to her mother and sister, she thinks that they are not listening and that makes her 
feel invisible at times 

 

 
It really felt nice to have teachers participate 
in my project and start a thread with the 
book comments on the Padlet and the 
children were excited to see what their 
teachers had commented. There were some 
eager Year 3 students and students from the 
Young Librarian ECA who picked up a picture 
book from the display, read it and then 
commented on the Padlet. It was refreshing 
to read what the children had to say. My 
favourite comment was for the book ‘What 
Do You Do with a Chance?’. The child wrote, 
“… be grateful, when you get a chance, be 
ready.” 



 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Initially I was very reluctant to start a project because I did not know anything about Reading for 
Pleasure (RfP) and had just joined this group to gain some knowledge about books. However, after 
finding out that one of the focus of the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research was for teachers to 
gain considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts. I decided to pick that as my 
focus and try it out in practice. 

 

Further steps that I had decided to take was the result of conversations with my Teachers Reading 
Group (TRG) leader, my school Library teacher and my class teacher. Using the padlet as a tool was 
also very beneficial. 

 

In future, I could continue to read more children’s books by different authors and expand my 
knowledge with chapter books as well. I could also get more teachers or students involved and for 
them to share their thoughts too. 


