
Let’s Talk Books
by Hannah Lucas and Jackie Wilkinson



 Jackie and I are Year 3 class teachers. We work as a job-
share at Lipson Vale Primary School in Devon.

 Our school staff are working collectively to promote 
Reading for Pleasure by ensuring that we are Teachers as 
Readers. We are developing Booktalk within school.

 As a school, we are making changes to our reading 
provision, planning and teaching. 

Context



We have been inspired by the Open University’s Teachers as 

Readers (TaRs) findings and have chosen to develop: 

A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

 Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

Previously, book talk has always been a feature of structured guided sessions, led by 

the teacher, to achieve specific learning objectives. We are looking to move away 

from this method of book talk, to create a natural, more child-led manner of 

discussing and sharing texts. This will create a community of active, engaged and 

passionate readers.

‘Thus a key impact of the classroom talk about texts was the shared understanding 

amongst children, between teachers and children, and amongst teachers, that reading is 

intrinsically worthy of discussion.’

OU Research inspiration and rationale



The research found that book talk is important in allowing readers to make 
meaningful connections. Children were able to experience book 
recommendations from their teachers, and subsequently, offer 
recommendations of their own.

We were looking to make meaningful connections with our readers, through 
informal book talk, by finding out about their reading choices and preferences, 
whilst expanding our own knowledge of texts.

Our reading aims were as follows:

 For book talk to become a regular 

element of reading sessions

 For teachers and children to actively 

participate in book recommendations 

– to widen our book/reading knowledge 

collectively 

Aims



Book Blankets

Regularly, we offered the children a selection 
of books to revisit, with the idea that they 
identify one that they had previously read and 
share it with a fellow reader.

The children were advised to summarise the 
main events from the book and offer personal 
opinions. They were also encouraged to think 
about and discuss the book’s text type and 
genre.

As we practised Booktalk over the time, the
children started to naturally offer book
recommendations to specific peer readers.



Reading Display and Recommendations

Over time, we have developed our 
reading display to include whole 
class read texts. The children have 
also developed a natural reader 
habit of writing a book review after 
finishing a chosen book. The 
children are encouraged to refer to 
the reading display to offer and 
access book recommendations.

We have also frequently offered our 
own book recommendations by 
modelled reading aloud, enticing 
our young readers to read a new 
text.



Informal book talk with the children 
has also allowed us to understand 
their individual reading choices and 
preferences. 

We have purchased texts from 
charity book shops and borrowed 
library books which appeal to the 
interests of children in the class. 
The children have then been invited 
to borrow books of their choice as 
opposed to just those offered 
through the reading scheme.

We found that there is a particular 
interest in dragon stories amongst 
our boy readers!

Informal Book Talk



Community Book Swap

Our English Subject Leader and 
Community Link Leader have worked 
together to create a Community Book 
Swap within the Reception area of the 
school.  

Teaching staff have worked collectively 
to promote and encourage the use of 
the Book Swap.

The Book Swap is free to use with the 
idea that the children take a book and 
replace it with one of their own. It has 
been an effective way of allowing young 
readers to share books and recommend 
texts to one another.



Impact

Since the start of our Booktalk project, we 
have noticed changes in the children’s 
reading processes and behaviours.

Our young readers are now able to 
identify their reading preferences and can 
relate to the texts that they choose to 
read. 

They have a positive attitude towards 
reading and have enjoyed the freedom of 
reading choice and discussions.

“I prefer reading made-up, 
fiction stories because they 
interest and excite me.”



Impact
The children now read widely, and independently and regularly discuss 
reading. They now naturally engage in informal book talk and have created a 
habit of making book recommendations. They identify as individual readers 
and understand and respect each other’s reading preferences. 

“It is a really good book. It is about a princess that is a superhero. I 
would recommend this book to ____ because she enjoys stories 
about princesses and unicorns.”

“I would give Pigsticks and Harold 5/5 because it is funny and they 
go on an adventure. I would recommend this text to _____ or 
______.”

“I would recommend this book to _____ because it is really funny 
and it is his (reading) point. My favourite part was when Terry 
washed his pants in the shark tank!”



Throughout this project, we have developed as readers. Informal Book Talk has 
allowed us to understand the children as individual readers. We have better 
knowledge of their reading preferences, which has allowed us to provide them 
with texts that engage and motivate them to regularly read.

We have also developed our own reading 

routines. We have widened our book and 

author knowledge and enjoy regularly engaging

in book talks with the children. We respond 

to the children’s recommendations, which has 

allowed us to grow as readers ourselves.

In the future, we would like to develop Book 

Talk by offering the children a Book Club.

Reflections


