
 

 
 

Primary 1 Love to Read!                     Jodie Collins 

Context: 
I work in Calderwood Primary, Rutherglen, South Lanarkshire 
I teach Primary 1 and have a class with an equal split of girls/boys.   
I have a group of 8 very able readers, 9 average readers and 5 children who require support 
for reading.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale: 

The strand of the Teachers as Readers (Cremin et al., 2014) findings that inspired me to 
develop this project was to develop a true love of reading and books in my classroom. I 
wanted to create a reading for pleasure pedagogy focused on reading aloud, sharing books 
with one another, as well as wanting to create an enjoyable reading community in the 
classroom between the children and the teacher. All with an overarching aim of developing 
positive, happy relationships to reading and books from a very young age. Something the 
children can carry with them throughout their life.  

Aims: 

My 3 main aims for this project are: 

• To promote a love of reading in my classroom. 

• To encourage children to talk about books frequently in my classroom. 

• To promote reading as a positive experience for all children in the classroom. 

I wanted to create an environment where all children, regardless of reading ability were able 
to have access to different genres and levels of reading books. I want to help children foster 
a love of reading from the early stages of their learning journey in order to carry these positive 
experiences surrounding reading with them throughout their lives. I wanted to build a 
positive reading culture in my classroom and have a ‘buzz’ about reading and books all of the 
time in Room 2. All of this would feed into encouraging reading for pleasure and help to build 
on this within the school due to its importance in our curriculum.  

Outline: 

I developed various different types of activities to help promote a love of reading in my 
classroom.  

• Fruit and a Story  



 

 
 

I began running fruit and a story across Primary 1 initially as a trial to see how well it was 
received. The children bring in a healthy snack and we stop at 12 o’clock each day to share a 
story. These range from teacher choice books, online stories, pupil choice books and books 

brought in from home by the children. As the session went on the 
children in my class began hosting fruit and a story and reading their 
books aloud to the class (as seen in the picture) and it really developed 
a love of book and book chat within my classroom.  

• Outdoor reading 

Our school has recently had an outdoor classroom built and due to this I 
felt it was important to spread a love of reading beyond the classroom 
walls. I set up buddy sessions with my classes’ buddies where we went 

outside and built reading dens and the P7s read a story to the younger children. I often 
take fruit and a story out into the outdoor classroom and just encouraged an atmosphere 
that reading can be done and enjoyed anywhere. I also organised a storyteller for ‘National 
Outdoor Classroom Day’. Allison Galbraith from the Scottish Book Trust came along to our 
school and told various stories from P1-P7 in the outdoors about the outdoors and the 
children absolutely loved it. The aim was to show them that stories can be shared in various 
different ways.  

 

• ‘Book, Meet and Eat’ lunchtime club. 

I also ran a lunchtime club for Primary 1. As we had lunch 
together, we shared different stories and activities. 

Week 1 – ‘The Boy and the Rainbow’ – we shared the story 
together, spoke about it and painted rainbows. 

Week 2 – My Favourite book circle time – all of the 
children brought in their favourite books to share with the class. We 
collated these into a recommended reading list and shared this with every 
class in the school.  

Week 3 – ‘Arnie the Donut’ online story – we watched the story and made 
our own donuts.  

Week 4 – ‘You Choose Fairytales’ – we created our own story and thought about good and 
bad characters to include.  

Week 5 – ‘The Book with No Pictures’ – one of the children asked to host this session and 
he chose to read ‘The Book with No Pictures; (a book he had loved one day during fruit and 
a story). We read the story and the children all write their own books with no pictures after 
this.  

Impact: 



 

 
 

 

This focus has developed a love of reading within my classroom. My group of able readers 
have become much more confident with their reading and my group of readers who require 
support seem to have developed a more positive attitude to reading. Prior to the 
interventions and activities described above the less able readers were very reluctant to 
read in class would very rarely visit the class library and just had a very negative attitude – 
saying things such as ‘There’s no point, I can’t read.’ This group also quoted things such as 
‘Reading is boring’ and ‘I don’t like it because I don’t know the words.’ Their attitude has 
shifted dramatically. They were very keen members of the ‘Book, Meet and Eat’ club and 
love choosing the story for our Fruit and a story time in class. After speaking to their 
parents at our parents evening, I soon found out that they had gone home and asked for 2 
of the books we had explored together. These children who had a negative view of reading 
were actively now wanting to engage with different types of books and talk about 
reading. The reading buzz I was hoping to create in my class was growing stronger and 
stronger.  

My group of able readers are now consistently hosting our fruit and a story time in class and 
the children love hearing their peers read to them. One child said ‘Reading is so much more 
fun when your friends are reading to you’. During paired reading the children get excited 
about sharing their reading books with their friends and giving them the autonomy to 
read their books to their peers. It has really encouraged informal book talk and excitement 
around reading in my P1 class.  

In general, there has just been a complete shift in attitudes towards reading and book talk 
within my classroom. Our library is a very widely used section of our classroom and the 
children love to build reading dens and find comfy spaces to cosy up with their friends 
and a book. They love to make recommendations to one another and share the stories they 
have read and it just brings a really nice atmosphere in the classroom knowing that all 
children have a ‘buzz’ about books.  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice: 

This focus has really helped to improve my own professional practice. It has allowed me to 
share and gain ideas and experiences from other teachers to try out in my own classroom, 
creating a reading for pleasure pedagogy. The professional literature I have explored helped 
to focus the targeted initiatives that I was trying out in my classroom. It took a shift away 
from pushing the children to be able to read to encouraging them to enjoy reading in many 
different forms; being read aloud to, online stories, listening to books and also reading 
aloud to others.   

Next, I will be looking to run ‘Book, Meet and Eat’ more regularly and with more stages 
throughout the school. This may even possibly become a buddy activity where P6/7 could 
host the club for the younger buddies. I am also hoping to roll out ‘Fruit and a Story’ to all 
P1-3 classes to encourage reading aloud in the classroom to give children a wider 
knowledge of different genres that they can access. This will also help with my own 
knowledge of genres which has been broadened. 


