
 

 
 

Reading Hut Revamp 
by Claire Mills 

Context 

Westoe Crown Primary is a large primary school in 
South Shields. I work as a Teaching Assistant in Year 2 
and greatly appreciate the tremendous value that 
reading for pleasure can bring to our children’s 
wellbeing, as well as their education. I wanted to 
revamp our Year 2 Reading Hut to create a welcoming 
and relaxing space and to create excitement around 
RfP. Appreciating the demands on time during lessons, 
I hoped this project would result in making reading for 
pleasure an activity of choice for children outside 
during lunchtimes and breaktimes.  

We are extremely lucky at Westoe Crown to have our 
own Reading Hut for each year group in years 1-6. The 
huts are adapted BBQ glamping huts and are 
positioned in the school yards. They are large enough 
for about 12 children to sit comfortably around the 
circumference of the hut with an area in the centre for 
book storage.  

During the pandemic we have not had our Reading Huts open as we would have wanted. Also, as 
our year groups had not been able to mix as we would wish, our Year 6 Buddies have not been 
available to help younger children in the Reading Huts. After nearly two years of neglect the Reading 

Hut needed some love and attention to make it appealing to 
the children. The children in the year group were in reception 
year when the Reading Huts were last in use and were likely 
to have no memory of them being used. 

These photos show the outside and inside of the Year 2 
Reading Hut.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The OU’s Teachers as Readers findings (Cremin et al., 2014) 
recognise several ways for teachers to develop reading for pleasure.  
My two areas of focus for this work were: social reading 
environments and informal book talk and recommendations.  

The findings reported that ‘much depends upon the extent to which 
these pedagogic practices are LIST, that is 

• Learner-led 

• Informal 

• Social and with 

• Texts that tempt’ 

The research continues to outline that if teachers have too much influence over reading for pleasure 
and don’t encourage it to be ‘reader-led, reader-directed and reader-owned, we will never create a 
community of engaged readers’ (Cremin et al., 2014). When considering RfP spaces, the research 
recommends they are: ‘child owned, informal and sociable, without any sense of attendant 
assessment.’ 

The benefits of children reading for pleasure is well researched and improves not only academic 
success, but also a child’s mental health and wellbeing. This focus on mental health and wellbeing 
is particularly relevant following the recent years children have experienced living through the 
pandemic.  

Aims  

My overall aim was to encourage RfP with Year 2 children by creating a welcoming, inspiring place 
for them to read on their own terms. My aims were: 

 To promote a love of reading for pleasure as a playtime ‘activity of choice’ 
 To provide a range of engaging texts suitable for the children’s ability to read and share with 

each other 
 To encourage children to choose books that interest them and organise books to enable 

children to select favourite genres with ease 
 To encourage book talk and reading aloud with friends 
 To encourage peer recommendations 

 

Outline 

Social reading environments  

 

I began by devising a questionnaire for Y2 readers about the huts – What are they for? What is RfP? 

What would you like to see in the huts? The children were wonderfully enthusiastic in 

recommending favourite books and authors they would like to see in the Reading Hut. They shared 

some ideas on reading for pleasure such as ‘It’s when you read for fun’ and ‘you can read what you 

want to’. Following these questionnaires, I opened the Reading Hut so they children could explore 

inside and give their views on its current state. The children expressed that inside the hut was 

messy, dark and there was nothing colourful to look at. One child asked how he could find a book he 



 

 
 

would like, as he looked at the huge messy pile of books. This stuck in my mind that some 

organisation could prove useful to help children find the types of genres they enjoyed.  So, I 

created colour coded labels to indicate the book type and worked with some children to explain the 

genre types in their own words. 

 

 

Once 
the 

Reading Hut was tided and I reviewed the state of 
the current books, the Literacy Leader allocated a 
budget to buy new books to complement our stock. 
There were also some donations available for use. We 
had a large existing collection of fiction books with a 
small amount of non-fiction. I took onboard the 
children’s feedback and ordered picture books, non-
fiction lift the flap books, graphic novels such as 
‘Traction Man’ and ‘Dogman’ which have been 
extremely popular. Poetry books were also sourced to 
increase exposure to this genre. In addition to the 
children’s requests. The Book Trust reading lists were a 
brilliant source of inspiration for new titles.   

The children asked for cushions to make them feel comfortable and lights to make the Reading Hut 
cosy. I found a huge, soft, colourful caterpillar, some colourful cushions and some fairy lights to give 
the cosy feel the children wanted. We made colourful streamers to put on the ceiling to provide 

more colour and interest.  

 

 

Photos of 
children 
reading are 
displayed on 
the walls, 

giving a sense that it is their space and is used by 
their friends. 

The Reading Hut is opened every playtime and 
lunchtime and is supervised by myself and our Year 6 
children. We are there help the children to choose a book they want to read, allow them sit with 
who they would like and read aloud to them if they want.  

  

 

 



 

 
 

To announce the opening of the Reading Hut and to encourage 
our children to enjoy and look after their reading area, I asked 
each Year 2 class to take part in a poster competition. Their 
poster was completed on World Book Day and could be about 
enjoying the Reading Hut, keeping it tidy or sharing a book with a 
friend. The winning designs are displayed in the Reading Hut 
alongside photographs of children reading inside to encourage 
their peers. 

Informal Book Talk and 

Recommendations  

 

Whilst in the Reading 

Hut some children love 

to read independently, selecting books they want to read. 

Some children like to share books with friends and 

sometimes children select a book and ask me or the 

buddies to read it to them. This is a lovely opportunity to share my love of reading with them, and 

hopefully encourage them to re-read the book again.  

 

There is an area in the Reading Hut where children can write some notes on a post-it and attach it 

to the front of the book for other children to read and hopefully be inspired to read it too. We 

have called this ‘shout about your book’. There are mini clipboards, post-its and pencils provided 

and it is child-led, there is no guidance on what or how much to write or any pressure to complete 

this. The photos below show someone completing a recommendation and some recommendations 

stuck to the front of The Gruffalo. 

 

Every week 
a child is 
asked to 
come to 
the 

Reading Hut and choose a book they would like to 
recommend to their peers. It is placed inside a 
special fabric ‘book of the week’ cushion in the Reading Hut and children can choose to read this 
special recommendation if they wish. We are planning to roll this out across school for all year 
groups to recognise children’s success in reading and encourage peer recommendations for books. 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Impact 

The biggest reward I see daily is children running towards me at playtimes asking me to open the 
Reading Hut! It is hugely satisfying watching children excitedly looking through the boxes and 
making themselves comfortable and begin to read, even more so that it is in their free time. 

This is what some Year 2s have to say about their reading now: ‘I love reading because it is fun,’ ‘it 
makes me happy’ and ‘it helps me learn new words.’  

The 3 focus children felt that they didn’t enjoy reading at the beginning of the project and although 
they aren’t regular attenders in the Reading Hut, they have given up some playtimes to read and 
have enjoyed themselves, with two now feeling that they are ok at reading. Although a slight change 
so far, I am confident that I will see them again in the Reading Hut. I will continue to encourage 
them to join us and read either independently or to listen to stories to help to grow their love of 
reading.   

Some more feedback from our Year 2 children has been collected from the children in the photos 
below. 

 

When I am in 
the hut some 

children ask for books to be read to them, this is a chance to share and enjoy the book as a group 
but also to discuss the book with each other. I find that once a child shares an opinion, they all like 
to join in and this is a great motivator for book talk.  

Our peer recommendations for books are proving to be very popular. Children enjoy writing out a 
recommendation and sticking it to the front of the book and I see children reading these and being 
inspired read the book themselves.  

I was asked to join a school council meeting to share the ideas and process to allow all year groups 
to begin collecting children’s views on what they want to see in their own Reading Huts. This is an 
important first step to the other huts being planned and owned by the children. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The aim of this project was to refresh our Year 2 Reading Hut, as it had been out of use during the 
pandemic, but also to introduce it to a new year group and promote a love of reading for pleasure 
with them. It has been a wonderful experience to see children enjoying reading on their own terms 
but also choosing this activity in their playtimes.  

This social reading environment has been child-led in terms of sourcing books they want to read and 
authors that they are familiar with and enjoy. The decorations and soft furnishings are as the 

  



 

 
 

children requested to make them feel comfortable in the space and to relax, as one of the children 
commented.  

The project has helped me to consider my role in supporting children’s need for RfP in the classroom 
and next steps will be to work with the class teacher to implement this. For the rest of the school, 
the next steps will be talking to each of the year groups to understand their views and revamping 
their own Reading Huts. Further ahead, for the next academic year, the new Year 2 children will be 
introduced to a love of reading for pleasure in Year 2. I will be ready to meet and question those 
children on their views on what they would like and help them enjoy the Reading Hut too. 

 


