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Context 

Our Foundation Unit is part of a small village primary school, set in the semi-rural village of Lifton in 

Devon. As part of a wider school development plan, drawing on recommendations from the DfE 

reading framework (2021), all staff have been involved in reviving and improving the quality of 

reading areas and the books found in them. This overhaul has been a team effort throughout Early 

Years, KS1 and KS2. These changed have stemmed from staff reviewing their practice and 

investigating children’s reading for pleasure (RfP) habits. 

In the Foundation Unit, we have conducted our own research looking at who uses the book area 

and how. We have also noted how often children are engaging with a story or book at home, by 

asking child-friendly questions.  

In reviewing our practice, we have considered the following questions. How do we model using the 

book area? How often do we, ourselves, enjoy books within the setting?  

OU Research Inspiration and Rationale 

The specific area of the Teachers as Readers research (Cremin et al., 2014) we explored was 

reciprocal and interactive reading communities. In these communities, ‘there was a strong concept 

of what it meant to be a reader, a strong teacher and child knowledge of children’s authors and also 

a strong sense that teachers were giving the children the space and opportunity to create their own 

reading community, both individually and collectively as a group and own their own reading for 

pleasure.’ 

Our Aims 

We set out to provide the children with: 

• A cosy and inviting reading area filled with soft furnishings, nice lighting, teddies, puppets 

and comfortable seating 

• A range of popular and magical stories, magazines and picture books   

• Lots of opportunities for the children to look at books, listen to stories read by adults (and 

on audio books using story CD’s and the Tonie Box) 

• Access to puppets and story sacks to recreate stories through their play 

• The chance for families to share books together, other than school reading books 

• Displays to reflect the children’s love of reading and their knowledge of books 

Outline 



The RfP research has reignited our own love of reading built a foundation of loving books from the 

start through modelling and sharing this passion. 

We created a warm and inviting space for children to relax and look at books, either by themselves 

or in small groups. We also added plants, soft fabrics, cushions, teddy bears and nice lighting to 

entice children into the space. 

     

Staff use puppets and props to read aloud with more expression, also supporting storytelling and 

providing more opportunities to read throughout the day. 

We had a story and puppet show at our forest school telling the story of Julia Donaldson’s The 

Gruffalo’s Child. 

     

The children are excited about their new book area and the Toni box, as well as having weekly 

library books to take home and share. The new resources and additional opportunities to enjoy 

stories has captivated many of the children and we have seen groups of children making up their 

own puppet shows related to popular stories (Owl Babies and Go Away Big Green Monster). 

 

 



We provide opportunities throughout the day to: look at books; hear story CDs (read by book 

authors or famous people); watch puppet show re-tellings of stories on the interactive whiteboard; 

and to read aloud to groups of children. 

 

 

Favourite stories and traditional tales have been added to our curriculum planning. The children 

have engaged in a wide variety of maths, creative, mark making, role-play, small world and forest 

school activities linked to these books.  

We have created displays of our favourite books and ones which we are exploring this term. 

 

Impact   

We are now seeing: 

• More children using the book area on a regular basis. Previously, we noticed through 

observation that some children were not using the book area at all on an average week. 

These same children are now going into these areas by choice, playing with the puppets and 

story sacks and using the area to relax and be calm.  

• The book area is used for its intended purpose and pride is taken in its upkeep (both by 

children and staff). Books are now put away on the bookshelf when not being looked at and 

there is less need to replace books because they are not ripped or tatty. 

• A focus on our ‘favourite 5 books’ has created opportunities for groups of children to share 

their love of story together. These are books that we revisit regularly, allowing for deeper 



understanding of the story, learning of new vocabulary, joining in with repeated verses and 

refrains and providing opportunities for story-based role play.  

• Children ask adults to read to them at different points throughout the day. Before, this 

mainly happened at designated story times or by only a handful of children. Staff are now 

more aware of the importance of reading with the children and are more vibrant and 

enthusiastic readers. 

• Children read to their peers (although they are not at reading age yet). Children will now sit 

with a book and repeat phrases and refrains to others. This has provided opportunities for 

new friendships to blossom. 

• Children and parents talk to us about the books they have shared at home. We have had 

many positive comments and the children are excited to share books at home. 

This has shown us what a fantastic and positive change RfP has made to all the children and staff. 

We are very proud of our book area, proud to be teachers who love to read but most of all we are 

proud of our little readers loving books! 

 

 

Next Steps 

To continue with our work on Reading for Pleasure, we would like to  

• Encourage parents to participate as ‘The Secret Reader’ coming into school to read their 

favourite (age appropriate) story to their child and their friends.  

• Encourage the use of the mobile library bus in the local area. 

• Provide Baby and Toddler Group sessions based on storytelling and favourite books. 

• Provide a social and interactive reading area in our outside space. 

Finally I would like to thank all staff, children and parents at Lifton Community Primary School for 

their help and support. 


