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Context 

Azhar Academy Primary School Leytonstone is an independent primary school located in the 
borough of Walthamstow Forest in East London. The aim of the school is to serve a diverse 
community, providing children with a broad and stimulating curriculum. Being a small, one-form 
entry independent school, part of our reading action plan is to promote a love of reading and embed 
its profile across the school. Early Years and KS1 have a strong emphasis to improve, monitor and 
support staff in delivering phonics - teaching children how to read. The question now remains, once 
they have learnt how to read in the most prescriptive way possible – How can we keep them 
engaged in reading and entrust them onto being lifelong readers? 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

Teachers in our school make much effort ensuring book corners are alluring, inviting, and exciting. 
However, as Cremin, (2016) mentions, there is a danger in reading corners just being attractive 
spaces, rather than spaces that are used to build pleasure in reading. As a keen an avid reader 
myself, I wanted to be the reason that reluctant readers picked up books without being scorned to 
read! I decided to explore social reading environments as my main focus from the TaRs research 
(Cremin et al., 2014). 

Pupil reading surveys were conducted to gain a better understanding of the current picture. 

 

Aims  

• To show children that teachers are readers, too 

• To create a stimulating environment that captures and motivates children to read, including 
setting up an outdoor reading area 

• To introduce a book club soley for the purpose of RfP (not comprehension-focused) 

• To provide opportunities for informal book talk through book recommendations, teachers 
building conversations around books the pupils have read 

Outline 

Book recommendations (informal book talk) 

What’s the first thing you do when there’s hype on a book? Naturally, we’re curious to see what 
others who have read the book, think. At Azhar, to promote teachers as readers, we display book 
recommendations outside our class. This has often caused a stir amongst the children because they 
are keen to see their teachers’ recommendations. We don’t usually end up seeing the book until the 
end of the year as it’s still going round! 



I just want to sit 
here a little 

longer 

 

Visiting the library (building conversations around books) 

Once we got the hype going about new books from recommendations, we decided to make a whole 
school library card, pack our bags and visit the library.  

 

 

This is a new venture for the class. It is hoped that these visits can become much more 
regular and more classes can join! In the meantime, this is us soaking up good books. 

Bringing RFP into the classroom (RFP book club) 

The visit to the library was eye opening. At school, reading happens, but it’s rarely ever just 
time to read and relax. With the help of my Year 4 class, we set up a reading club.  We 
thought of ways to promote it and discussed what would make it a club worth attending.   

The children decided that they wanted something cosy, maybe a snack and a comfortable 
seating area. We jotted down some ideas and came up with suitable timings when the book 
club could run.  

 

 

 

Outdoor reading area 

An outdoor reading area was set up so children could cosy up with books whilst being outdoors. It 
was also to help children see that they can take reading anywhere including social environments. 
Children were soon requesting and bringing along books to trips on long journeys, especially on 
trains! 

 

 

Impact 

One of the pupils that stood out most was one who was on IEP plan with a target outlined as visiting 
the library to read different genres of books. The child was often seen as a reluctant reader and 
would shy away from books.  

By engaging him with the library, he discovered comics. They were the next best thing to picture 
books! His favourite soon became DOGMAN.  

 

Summer 2, Year 4 2022 
Autumn 1, Year 4 2021 

Peace at 
last! Books on 

the brain! Hmm so 
many books 

to choose 
from 

Comments from some of our avid readers: 

“Our minds flood with creativity.” 

We fly with imagination.” 

“our blood is filled with reading fluid.” 

“We read for pleasure not being forced to.”             

AAPS Y4 students 

 



Children are now allowed to choose their own books to read as a part of promoting RFP and 
allowing it to be child led rather than teacher led.  

The outcome of letting children choose is priceless. It almost felt like, as the saying goes ‘killing two 
birds with one stone.' I saw a significant improvement in my pupil’s reading skills and also in their 
pleasure in reading. 

Here is a letter from a parent regarding changes in their son’s reading habits: 

Dear Ms Begum, 

We wanted to thank you for your continued hard work, dedication and for supporting our son’s 
learning.  Recently, due to your passion and enthusiasm for reading, he carries a comic/ novel 
wherever we go and is deeply engaged in the text.  We do not need to encourage him to read.  He 
loves to read, especially at the coffee shop! 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The TaRs research ignited a passion for driving that ‘want’ to read in children. It came as no surprise 
to me as a teacher whose passion is writing, reading comes with immense pleasure. But as a 
reflective practitioner, I was able to see and compare the incredible performance of children reading 
willingly on their academic writing. Which then influences the writing ability across all other 
subjects. This, inevitably leaves both pupils and teachers alike with greater satisfaction.  

 

Next steps?  

We want to 
consider space for 
a library where 

monitoring of book use can be maximised. Monitoring the take out and return of books creates a 
system where children can value the cost of books and therefore look after them.  

I would like to share the love of reading not just with pupils but with the teachers, too! To see a 
whole school effect and large-scale impact the children need to view their class teachers as readers. 
And truth be told this does not always take place. So, we have decided to do a teacher swap where 
teachers will swap their class with another year group teacher who will read to the class. This came 
about from world book day where pupils reported back saying they enjoyed having a different 
teacher read to them. It’s also a greater way of connecting with others through the school and 
promoting informal book talk. 

Lastly, I would like to focus on parental involvement. We want to get as many parents on board and 
have them read aloud at home. When a child can see consistency and a strong correlation of love of 
reading at home and at school, they can better recognise that reading has its place outside of school 
and in the home too. It is a two-way effort to enhance the reading experience- only to allow pupils a 
chance to read and enjoy reading for what it truly is.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 


