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Context: 

Whitley Lodge First School caters for approximately 284 children, aged 3-9. It is situated 
in Whitley Bay in the Northeast of England. We serve a high socio-economic area where 
children have access to quality reading material. We have a strong commitment to 
inclusive education. We offer five children places in our Additionally Resourced Place 
Provision [ARP], for children with moderate learning difficulties. 

 

Our Reading Intent at Whitley Lodge 

At Whitley Lodge First School we want children to learn to read with confidence, fluency and 

understanding, and provide them with the skills required to achieve a lifetime of enjoyment 

through reading.  



Research and Rationale into Reading Social Areas: 

‘Social reading environments were seen to be key to creating richly reciprocal reading communities. Physically 
engaging, the most successful environments tempted children into texts and offered spaces to relax, browse, 
and read for pleasure’. (Cremin et al, 2014)  

TaRs (2014) highlighted the importance of social spaces as being interactive and include considerable book 
talk, recommendations, and other forms of informal book promotion. The environments were influenced by 
teachers’ knowledge of children’s texts and their children as readers and by the complementary practices of 
reading aloud, book talk and independent reading time. (OU RfP research findings) 

A range of research shows that school libraries have a positive impact on pupils’ general academic attainment, 
reading and writing skills – as well as a positive impact on attitudes towards reading (Teravainen & Clark, 
2017).  

TaRs (2014) also highlighted that teachers’ knowledge of children’s reading practices and preferences is 
fundamental to bringing about positive change in classroom reading cultures and developing highly reciprocal 
and social reading environments.  

In addition, giving children choice and ownership was found to be an important factor in the creation of new 
social spaces for reading that develop positive attitudes towards reading.  

As well as recognising the value and importance of Reading for Pleasure, we are also a Beach School and a 
school with ample outdoor areas.  

Aims 

• To develop our knowledge of the children’s reading practices and preferences, in terms of their 

preferred reading spaces.  

• To work collaboratively with the children to create new reading spaces in our school’s inside 

and outside environment.  

• To explore the potential of an outside environment to support children’s engagement, reading 

stamina and informal book talk.  

            



Outline: 

School Library 

• It was important to re-launch our tired looking library and give children 

ownership. A piece of artwork completed by every child in the school would 

give an impact and make children feel the library was ‘theirs’. 

• The library needed to be inviting and stimulating. School council liaised with 

classes. It was clear that the children wanted a relaxing space with soft 

furnishings and a good choice of reading materials.  

• Support with choosing different authors was needed to widen reading 

experiences. Children liked the idea of ‘surprise’ books or book 

recommendations by their peers. 

• Dedicated time for classes/groups to visit and spend time in their library was 

important. Children wanted to read and choose books in their new space. 

 

 

 

 

  

       

  

 



Outline: 

Class Social Areas 

• Children’s preference as readers needed to shape class reading areas and 

opportunities. This was imperative to the design of reading social spaces in 

each classroom. Questionnaires were completed by every child and class 

discussions led decisions made. 

• Children wanted ‘comfy places to read’, soft furnishings and cuddly toys to 

cuddle up to and share reading became top of the list. So, baskets of ‘Reading 

Buddy’ or ‘Reading Monsters’ appeared.  

• The desire to engage with a wide range of different reading materials was 

high on the discussion.  Ideas given by the children were comics, top trump 

cards, quiz books, leaflets, recipe books and poetry. 

• We looked at how to make our social spaces interactive. I shared photos of 

ideas for the children, this generated a lot of discussion. Story shelves, find a 

fact, mystery books, vote for the next class story, QR codes were all the ideas 

the children wanted to try in their class. These were adopted by teachers and 

TAs. 

 



Outline: 

Outdoor Environments 

• As a beach school, staff agreed to ensure ‘Reading for Pleasure’ was 

included when visiting the beach. Blankets, books, and biscuits are now 

packed in the beach trolley and taken to the beach where children have the 

freedom to read in pairs or groups, as well as in solitary spaces. 

• A permanent structure was built in EYFS as continuous provision. This 

provides children with a dedicated area children can ‘curl up and read’. 

• ‘Books and Blanket Baskets’ have been provided for outdoor during break 

and lunchtimes, so children had a choice of reading during these times. 

• Designs have been drawn up for a ‘Reflection Garden’ to be developed in the 

school grounds later this year. Dedicated space for ‘Reading for Pleasure’ 

highlights the importance the school places on this area. 

• Children wanted to read the opportunity to make ‘dens’ and read in dark 

spaces with a torch. Den building kits were bought so children can work as a 

team to make a dark space to read in and crawl in with a torch for some 

‘comfortable reading time’. 



Impact: 
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All classes have a dedicated 

reading spaces which the 

children have designed. 

Children enjoy these spaces, 

they are well used, they can be 

quiet or chatty and children 

actively choose to spend time in 

them. 

Children engage in the 

reading of different genres 

and enjoy sharing reading 

material. This has been 

replicated at home and out of 

school with children choosing 

to read for pleasure, seeing 

reading as something to 

enjoy and not as a necessary. 

Children have a wider choice 

of reading material and 

weekly dedicated time in the 

library. They enjoy their visits 

and a volunteer librarian 

supports their choices, so they 

have widened their 

experiences of different 

authors. They also get a 

‘Surprise’ book read to them. 

Outdoor reading is enjoyed by 

the children and they can make 

the choice to read during lunch 

and break times. 

‘Blankets and Books 

Basket’ have been an 

incredible hit and 

outdoor reading has 

become an integral 

part of our reading 

community. Children 

enjoy reading socially 

in the school grounds.  

Half termly Reading newsletters 

have kept parents involved and 

promoted our reading ethos. 

Donations of books for outdoors 

and our fundraiser ‘Dress as a 

Word’ day, celebrating  

wonderful vocabulary, raised 

funds to further develop 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ 

‘I love making the reading 

dens and using the torch.’ 

‘Top Trumps are great to 

share with my friends.’ 

‘I take my book to the café 

with my family.’ 

‘It’s fun reading on the beach,   

especially when we take 

biscuits.’ 

‘I read to my little brother.’ 

‘I like to sit on the do-nut 

seats in the library, they are 

comfortable’. 

‘Choosing a reading buddy toy 

makes it fun.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


