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Context

❖ My name is Rebecca Kinnersley I am a 
teaching assistant at The Sue Hedley nursery 
school. We are a High scope setting which 
involves using child-led initiatives.

❖ When working with in high scope 
environment, I wanted to create a reading 
environment that the children would enjoy.

❖ I intended this project to be something that 
was not just used within our nursery setting 
but also at home, giving every child a chance 
to read and grow their imaginations.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

❖Social reading environments – Giving the children a space to relax and read a book.

❖Independent reading – Giving the children different reading materials (e.g. comics, newspapers)

❖ I noticed that children would like to share a book with parents at home and be able to share this with the 
children in their groups. The books on offer were always the same text and the children needed a wider range 
of variety.

❖We are based within a deprived area where some children may not have access to something to read. 18% of 
our children receive pupil premium. While 27% receive free school meals.

❖Reading aloud – Using this strategy within groups to share experiences

❖ Reading aloud with young children and providing opportunities for them to actively engage with text is an 
important part of a comprehensive language and literacy curriculum. Simply inviting children to talk during a book-
reading experience is not enough to promote growth in literacy development. It’s the type of talk that matters.

❖ Research shows, the most effective read-aloud experiences are those in which children actively participate 
in discussions about the book before, during, and after reading the book. The types of questions and comments 
you make while reading aloud can build children’s comprehension, helping them to understand the details, 
structure, and plot of the story. As children ask and answer questions, make predictions, and connect the text to 
their own experiences, they engage in analytical thinking, which supports their overall literacy 
development. (highscope.org)



Aims
• To increase the children’s book knowledge and give 

them new learning opportunities through exploring 
new books, magazines and newspapers.

• To show a more comfortable, welcoming 
environment for the children to access and enjoy

• To expand children’s imaginations and knowledge 
when reading different books and share those 
experiences

• To build a stronger parent relationship when 
reading at home

• To teach the children how to respect the books and 
use them appropriately



Outline
• Rejuvenate the reading area by giving the 

children somewhere they could relax and be 
comfortable while reading.

• Converse with staff to get their input and 
feedback on how things are working.

• The children to take nursery books home to 
be able to read with parents once a week and 
then share experiences of the chosen book 
with friends in the group.

• Maintain communication and interaction
within the groups while reading with key 
workers.

• Teach the children about how books should 
be cared for and treated, as well as 
incorporating props into their reading 
experience.

• To encourage a more cooperative approach 
between nursery and home.



Impact

• The changes made have, so far, been a success. The children are showing a greater respect for the reading 
area . Instead of using it as a play area, they are going there to relax and look at the books and 
other literature on display.

The children are enjoying the different choices available.

A quote from a child -

“I like the new books to look at.”

A Staff quote -

“I would love to chill out in there, it is so inviting."

With role modeling the story sacks and how they should be used, children are engaging in looking at them with 
friends in the reading area.

The children have shared that they would like different stories to be in the sacks with the props so that they can 
share with friends.



Impact 

• We had a good response from parents when it came 
to reading at home . Parents sent in photos and 
videos of the children at home enjoying a book 
together. The children then came in and shared that 
with their peers in their group.

• As well as the book and props, children dress up as 
the characters in the books enabling communication 
and imagination to shine through.

• By working closely with the staff,, I have 
gained insight into their thoughts and wants for the 
reading area and been able to achieve that.

• The children now have access to newspapers, 
magazines as well as other reading opportunities.



Reflections on impact the TRs research 
had on practice

For the future this will be something that will continue to change and grow , being able to get more parent involvement would be fantastic. 
Letting parents come in one day a week to read to there child’s group .

Due to children taking books home again they are able to share favourite stories with parents and family members.

With the books being rotated and changed the children are gaining a wider variety of book knowledge.

There is more book talk happening within the groups where the children are sharing ideas and thoughts of books they have experienced.

Children are now accessing the reading area more to enjoy the books on display. They are sharing the stories and props .


