
Context

Battle Primary Academy, part of The Thames Learning Trust, is a two-form entry school, including 
Nursery, with above average numbers of children entitled to free school meals and over 50% EAL.

Improving standards in reading is currently a focus across the schools in the trust and we are working 
hard to improve the teaching of reading in lessons. The children in our community also need 
opportunities to enjoy books ‘just because’ in order to develop a life-long love of reading.

Social Reading Environments: 
Reading Without Ties



OU research inspiration and rationale

The Teachers as Readers research (Cremin et al, 2008, 2014) suggests that a successful RfP pedagogy encompasses four 
specific practices: reading aloud, informal book talk and recommendations, and independent reading time within a 
highly social reading environment.

It has been suggested that reading for pleasure can be defined as ‘Non-goal-oriented transactions with texts as a way to 
spend time and for entertainment’ (BOP consulting, 2015). Children do choose to read for diverse personal purposes and 
goals, consciously and unconsciously. Their own goals and motivations shape their reading choices and may lead them 
to read different text types (McGeown et al., 2015, 2020). For example, they may read in order to satisfy their curiosity and 
understand more about dinosaurs, space, their football team, or women in history, or may read in order to relax, or may 
seek the enjoyment of revisiting familiar characters in a book or comic series. (Cremin, T. Hendry, H. Chamberlain, L and Twiner, A. 

(2022) Reading for pleasure: Exploring the concept, An extract from the forthcoming (2023) OU review of the research literature on reading for pleasure 
commissioned by the Mercers’ Company for their Special Initiative on Young People’s Reading and Writing for Pleasure.)

When surveyed, the children at BPA showed that they enjoyed reading but generally only read as part of specific lessons 
or when reading their levelled scheme books to an adult (at home or at school). When asked to name their favourite 
book of all time, they tended to write ‘princess books/dinosaur books’ or named the latest core text they had been 
reading as part of their English lessons. Staff felt their own understanding of children’s literature was strong but 
indicated that reading for pleasure was not given a high enough profile in the school.



Aims

The children at Battle Primary Academy are regularly immersed in quality texts that 
have been carefully chosen to engage them with reading, develop their vocabulary 
and improve their comprehension. However, when looking at our provision for 
reading, it became obvious that they lacked opportunities to read for pleasure. At 
home they read with an adult as part of their reading homework; in school they 
chose books at their correct Accelerated Reader level and then completed quizzes; 
in lessons they listened to the teacher read in order to access a quality text and 
achieve reading or writing outcomes.

The Reading for Pleasure audit helped us to focus the need to create some quality 
social reading environments in order to raise the profile of books, excite children 
about reading for pleasure and to provide opportunities to read ‘without ties’. 
That’s not to say the children won’t read without a purpose but will chose to read 
for their own personal purposes and goals.

With little space for elaborate book corners and a small library, our aim was to get 
children excited by a selection of new books, as well as those we already have in 
school, by creating exciting, interactive reading spaces and opportunities inside 
and outside classrooms.



Outline

The new initiatives have been trialled with a class of 26 children in Year 3, with a focus on two 
very reluctant readers (both boys). The children’s classroom is the smallest in the school.

Firstly, the existing, mostly unused book area in the classroom was completely emptied and many 
of the tired and old titles were put to one side. Any books linked to the reading scheme were put 
in a central area and separated from the books that the children could choose without having to 
complete an Accelerated Reader quiz afterwards! To interest the children in the books that 
survived the cull, the books were wrapped in colourful paper - adding an air of mystery to their 
contents - and hung from hooks on a spare display board. Instantly the children were interested 
and the social reading space took off from there.

The same class were invited to a ‘Booknic’ (an idea ‘magpied‘ from another school’s EOP). A 
picnic basket full of new books was waiting for them. When asked why they had been invited the 
children said, “Because we can learn new vocabulary,” and “so we can think about how the 
characters are feeling.” They seemed surprised to be told that they were there to just enjoy the 
books for half an hour. It made them more excited to delve into the basket and they automatically 
shared the books in groups (even though there were enough books for one each) and naturally 
laid back or found a quiet corner to read in.

The intention is that the Booknic baskets will be placed in random areas of the school and 
school grounds for children to enjoy as and when they come across them. The idea that they 
could be used instead of book corners, with frequently rotating stock within the baskets, is also 
being considered.



As for the two reluctant readers….

Their class teacher was asked to point them out for a 
photograph. Mr Hanson said, “Well, I wouldn’t 
describe Rory as reluctant anymore – he’s no longer in 
my bottom 20% - you might need to pick someone 
else.” Is his success down to daily phonics or reading 
for pleasure with no ties? I like to think it’s a 
combination of both!

Reflections on impact of TaRs research on practice

The Trust has confirmed that reading will continue to be high on the agenda in the next academic year with RfP as the 
new focus. The success enjoyed by the children in Year 3 will be shared with the rest of the school and we will continue 
to prioritise the social reading environments in, and outside, classrooms. During the rest of the summer term, 
‘Booknics’ will take place in our local park and will develop to include parents and extend to include members of our 
local community.


