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Context: The Schools

• St Thomas’ Federation is a collaboration between two schools: St Thomas’ and St Clement and 
St James, both in North Kensington.

• We have been federated since 2018 and work closely together, although both schools still 
retain their unique personality.

• I worked at St Thomas’ for six years and I moved over to St Clement and St James two years 
ago as deputy head and English lead.

• Teachers at both sites attended the course at different positions: teacher assistants, teachers 
and senior leadership

• Having staff attend from different positions meant that a range of perspectives were shared 
and it put us in a strong position to consider how reading for pleasure could be incorporated in 
different parts of the school day and with people across the school community.



Context: The Reading Culture

• Reading in the federation has been considered successful.
• Reading results at St Thomas’ are always well above the national average.
• We have always regularly conducted reading surveys at both schools. At the most recent 

survey, 67% of pupils in Y6 at St Clement and St James rated their enjoyment of reading as 
8/10 or higher.

• From leading English across the school, I felt highly aware of the other things in children’s 
busy lives that steal time from reading.

• I also felt that, in school, reading for pleasure was in danger of being squeezed out of the 
very busy and demanding curriculum.

• I hoped the course would help me to remain focused on reading for pleasure and teach 
me how to support everyone in the federation to foster a love of reading for the pupils.



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale 

• I decided to focus on strand 2, Knowledge of Children’s Reading Practices.
• I knew that teachers knew the children’s reading levels, their book band etc. but I 

wasn’t sure that they knew what the children enjoyed reading .
• I was keen for the teachers to develop a better knowledge of the children as 

readers in the hope that this would encourage high quality book talk.
• From the article, ‘Reading Communities: Why, What and How?’ by professor Teresa 

Cremin, I began to think about how we could create intrinsic motivation to read 
through teachers having knowledge of their class. “Reading for pleasure is more 
closely associated with intrinsic motivation; it is reading that children do for 
themselves at their own pace, with whom they choose and in their own way.”



Aims

The aims for our project were:

• To develop teachers’ knowledge of children’s reading practices 

• To raise the profile of reading so that it is seen as an enjoyable 

activity

• To ensure children understand the importance of reading

• Give children a say in the reading materials available in class and 

some ownership in the selection and organisation of books



Outline for achieving these aims 

• Working with other members of the leadership team, I mapped out weeks where we 
would have a push for reading for pleasure - these were called ‘Book Club Weeks’.

• The book club weeks were designated weeks where guided reading would focus on 
reading for pleasure. 

• Teachers talk to pupils about reading preferences, give recommendations and 
children completed tasks such as reading rivers.

• I also set up a link with North Kensington Library so two sessions were dedicated to 
children visiting the library.

• I then gave teachers a selection of gap tasks to have ongoing between the Book Club 
weeks - they could choose which they would like to implement in their classroom. 

• Areas were also set up in the playground so that children could choose to read at 
playtime.



Outline for achieving these aims 

• Each 'Book Club Week' had a set theme: Reading and Me, We are all readers, You 
are a reader (linked to World Book Day), A Whole New World of Books, St Clement 
and St James Book Awards (this will be the Book Club week coming up in Summer 
Two).

• During this time, teachers had conversations with pupils in groups about their 
reading following a shared format and then complete other activities e.g. choosing 
books for the class library and writing book recommendations.

Sharing books and 
talking about books  

Library Visits   Contributing to class libraries 
Recommended Reads 
Shelves



Outline for achieving these aims 

An example of book discussions that took place in small groups during Book Club Weeks: 



Gap activities for between Book Clubs

Let’s Talk Books
In our school library we 
are encouraging the 
children to answer a 
question on a post-it.

Comfy Reading Time 
Comfy reading is a time on 
Friday where children can find 
a comfy space and free read. 
We have comfy reading in the 
classroom and at lunchtime in 
the playground. 

Reading Response Books
Optional home learning 
activities for pupils to complete 
at home. 

Book Chat
Weekly book chat with a sign-
up for pupils to share what 
they have been reading with 
the class.

Reading and story time
Designated time for reading for 
pleasure timetabled everyday 

Reading and story time
Working with charities to give 
children their own books.



Impact

• I have focused on a group of six children from years 3-5 who haven’t been that 
interested in reading in the past.

• I have noticed that they have been more focused on their book during reading 
sessions - spending less time flitting from book to book. 

Comfy reading time is 
fun - it is the best thing 
in this school!

I like ending the day 
with reading - it gives 
us a chance to relax

Recommendations in book 
chat give us ideas about 
what to read. We really 
enjoy it and the sign-up 
sheet is always full!

I went to the library for 
the first time. 

We got new books 
from the Marcus 
Rashford book club! 



Reflection 

• The Teacher Reading Group has helped me to understand the sort of things that make a different for Reading for 
Pleasure.

• I have found the LIST acronym useful as a lens for considering what we do as a school for Reading for Pleasure. Is 
this Learner-led? Informal? Social? With Texts that tempt?.

• The next step for my school will be to continue to develop book talk and social reading environments around the 
school. 

• We would like to do more work with parents around supporting their pupils at home with reading and 
encouraging reading for pleasure and building up the reading community.  


