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Our school is set in the village of Lifton in West Devon. It is a rural setting with 

a mixture of families from the farming community and families from the nearest 

town of Launceston.  

 

As a school we have set out to encourage a lifelong love of reading through 

building a rich library of books in each class and a time and place for our 

children to read and enjoy books during the school day. Our goal being to enable 

our children to take this love of books on through their lives wherever they 

might lead.  

 

 

 

Inspiration and rationale. 

 

As a foundation stage teacher, I chose to look at our reading environment, the 

quality of books we are reading aloud and finding ways to involve our parents at 

the very start of their children’s education.  

 

I was inspired by Professor Teresa Cremin when she spoke about children 

reading and engaging with books and how this can significantly impact their 

social, emotional and cognitive development. 

 

I was very aware that our reading area had become very tired-looking and the 

children were not using it to look at books but rather, as an extended play area. 

I felt that changing the reading area and putting in a smaller selection of high-

quality books for the children to share with adults and their peers would help 

turn our reading area into a place where books can be loved and respected.  

I wanted to find a positive way to involve our parents and therefore reinforce 

the importance of books and reading with our children. 

 

 



Aims 

Focusing on our Foundation Stage Unit, my main aims were to develop the social 

reading environment by livening up our book corner and making it a desirable 

place to be. I hoped to teach the children how to enjoy and care for books; 

ensure that the books we read to and with our children were of good quality and 

finally, to reach out to our parents to give them the opportunity to see and 

experience reading for pleasure. 

 

Teresa Cremin’s research helped to form these aims; firstly as she highlighted 

the importance of a good reading space. 

 

Developing children’s desire to read is a subtle process—we cannot 

demand they find pleasure in any particular text, but we can entice and 

engage them as readers, and create relaxed invitational spaces for 

reading. We also need to be sure these are used.  

 

To be really reader led, we can give children options of who to sit with, 

where to sit, which text to read or share, whether to talk to friends 

about what they are reading and whether to hear others’ 

recommendations (teachers and peers). We can offer occasional stories 

and hot chocolate time, torches and blankets and reading opportunities 

outdoors.  

Reading Communities: what, why and how? Teresa Cremin 2019 

 

Secondly, Teresa Cremin made clear that reading and engaging with books can 

have a significant impact on children’s social, emotional and cognitive 

development, leading to the importance of teachers having a good knowledge of 

the books they are reading aloud to their children. In an Open University 

Reading for Pleasure interview, Teresa Cremin highlighted the need for 

teachers to avoid becoming “book bound” and always relying on the same authors 

and stories. Following her guidance about where to look for recommended reads, 

I aimed to explore new authors and their stories and incorporate them into our 

library. 

 

Finally, the new EYFS document has also highlighted the importance of reading, 

“it’s crucial for children to develop a lifelong love of reading.” (Development 



Matters September 2020). This statement further determined my quest to 

improve how reading is presented in our Early Years setting. 

 

 

Outline 

 

Working with colleagues I have moved, decorated and re-created a new and 

exciting space for the children to look at and engage with books. This involved 

taking out the very jam-packed book box and reducing the number of books 

available. As a team we thought about giving the children a variety of books 

to choose from which are of good quality and would promote a love of books 

and reading. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

As part of the whole school development plan, I chose just 3 books to be our 

“Favourite 3” which we continually read, and the children now know and enjoy. 

As the year progresses our aim is to add more books.  

 

I was very thoughtful about which books I wanted and chose Owl Babies and 

The Kissing Hand to start as at the beginning of the year the children are 

working through the goodbye process and getting used to being at school 

without their parents.  



I added Go Away Big Green Monster as an empowering story, knowing that very 

young children face fears and worries and need to learn how to manage them. 

 

 
 

I set up a class lending library in September and every other week all the 

children take home a book to share with their families from a carefully chosen 

selection. 

 

I contacted the Devon Mobile library service, and we are now working together 

to promote this service to our school families and the community. As a school we 

have advertised the service and made our toddler group families aware too.  

In the future we would like to bring the library bus to our school once a month 

for the children to enjoy. 

 

 

Impact 

 

The children in our Foundation Stage Unit have learnt how to care for and 

respect our books as a result of gaining increased enjoyment in our book area. 

As a teacher I have found that the children will happily listen to our chosen 

stories again and again and this has also increased their love and respect for 

books. To hear them repeat words and phrases and “read” to each other the 

books they now know and love has been a delight to see. I know that this will 

also impact future writing skills as they have gained a firm knowledge of how 

stories are structured and a wider vocabulary. 

 



 
 

The books I chose as our favourites have supported many of the children as 

they have learnt to say “goodbye” to their parents and understood that they will 

come back.  

 

Here are some quotes from our children. 

 

“The mummy owl does come back.” 

 

“I know this is one of your favourites Mrs Davey and I love it too.” 

 

“I love the big green monster; he is funny looking.” 

 

As we have introduced new stories to our chosen favourites the children have 

been excited and readily learnt new texts, re-telling them in their own words 

and role playing the characters. 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

The lending library is a success and our parents have been very positive, 

enjoying sharing this special time with their children reading where they might 

not have before.  

 

Reflections 

 

I am happy with the positive changes we have made to our reading area and 

therefore our ‘social reading environment’ (Cremin et al., 2014). This includes 

the books we have chosen to share with our children as well as the physical 

layout too.  

Taking part in the “Teachers as Readers” course really helped my colleagues and 

I to think about our choice of stories, rhymes and poems that we share with 

our children and the importance of having an accessible and inviting reading 

area.  

It also focussed our attention on the experiences our children were having at 

home and how we can support this. The lending library has been and will continue 

to be a great experience for our families.  

 

It would be very difficult for us to take our very youngest children to our local 

library in Launceston, so we decided to bring our own library to them.  



We set up all our library books in our outdoor learning room and the children 

came to choose their own books to take home. This was a great success and 

something we will now regularly include in our plans. 

 

 

What next?  

My next step is to look closely at our 

long-term planning and to include 

recommended stories to bring our 

themes to life and provide further 

exciting book experiences for our 

very youngest children. 

 

 


