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Context 

I am a Teaching Assistant working in a Reception/ Year 1 class. We have a high percentage of EAL 

children and the class consists of 9 year 1 and 13 reception-aged children. This is my second year of being 

part of the Reading for Pleasure/ Teachers as Readers study and therefore my second example of practice. 

The first was focused on the importance of Reading Aloud. 

Research inspiration and rationale 

The Teachers as Readers research highlights that reading for pleasure should be encouraged by 

helping to build strong connections between home and school. 

This research also inspired me to create the Everywhere Bear to help strengthen those home/ school 

connections. The Everywhere Bear is taken home and the child is encouraged to write about their reading. 

Aims 

• To encourage book talk and therefore support children forming their identities as readers. 

• To support the development of the love of reading in class and to discuss books that are enjoyed by 

the children at home. 

Outline 

This has been something that I wanted to implement for some time but due to covid restrictions, was 

unable to fulfil until now. The Everywhere Bear goes home with a child on a Friday and the child enjoys 

the weekend with the bear and shares their favourite stories. At the start of the new week, the child then 

shares what they have done at the weekend and shares which book they read and why that is their 

favourite book leading to a two-way discussion. I have included a copy of the introduction to Everywhere 

Bear and his first adventure! 

Impact 

• The children are excited to hear about the bear’s adventures. 

• The Everywhere Bear stays in the book corner for the children to share stories with. 

• The children share their love of the stories with their peers alongside the bear, and leads to 

conversations amongst the children. 

• Conversations are heard for example “If I get to take the Everywhere Bear home, I am going to share 

my Dinosaur book with him, I wonder if he likes Dinosaurs?” 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

This research has helped me develop stronger relationships with parents, explaining through the 

Everywhere Bear the importance of sharing stories with each other, which leads on to informal book talk 

within the family unit and then relaying it to the school community. 

Everywhere 
Bear 



  
 

Hello Forde Class!! 

My name is Everywhere Bear and I am so excited to be 

coming home with you. 

I like looking at books and would love to know your 

favourite book , and perhaps we can look at it together! 

I  have  brought  with  me  a  storybook  all  about  my 

adventures to share with you. 

Maybe your grown-ups could take a photo of us or you 

could draw a picture and write about reading adventures to 

share with the class. 

 
Please bring me back to school on Monday morning so we 

can talk about our wonderful time together. 

 
With love, 

Everywhere Bear 
 

A love of reading is important for becoming a confident reader. 
Researchers have found that children who have opinions about 
books and talk about these opinions are more likely to develop a 

love of reading. See Teresa Cremin’s book “Building 
Communities of Engaged Readers” for more information. 



 

This little girl was so excited to be the first one to take the Everywhere Bear home for the 

weekend. We were going to pick the star of the week to take him home but decided that 

everyone should have the opportunity to embrace the love of reading. Names were put 

into a hat and picked out at celebration assembly involving the whole school. Look how 

excited she is! She recorded her adventures with the bear in her own writing. How 

impressive is that for a 4-year-old? They enjoyed a day at the beach and she spelt out the 

word bear with shells and read the Mermaid’s tail to the Everywhere Bear at the end of a 

lovely weekend together. 


