
 

 
 

  

Peer Recommendation Bookmarks 

by Julia Bichard 

Context 

 

I work as a librarian in the Schools Team of the Guille-Allès Public Library in Guernsey.  

My job involves supporting several primary school libraries and this includes encouraging as 
many pupils as possible to engage in Reading for Pleasure. 

I participated in the Teachers’ Reading Challenge 2022. 

Research inspiration and rationale 

I undertook the Teachers’ Reading Challenge as I wanted to improve my knowledge of 
children’s literature. I was also inspired by the Reading for Pleasure pedagogy, in particular 
peer recommendations. Choosing a book to read from a school library can sometimes be 
overwhelming for children, even very proficient readers. Peer recommendations can be a 
good way of children sharing their love of reading and particular books they are reading as 
well as getting ideas for what to read next.  

Cremin (2019, p. 6) comments that: 

Developing children’s desire to read is a subtle process—we cannot demand they find 
pleasure in any particular text, but we can entice and engage them as readers. To be really 
reader-led, we can give children options of which text to read or share, whether to talk to 
friends about what they are reading and whether to hear others’ recommendations. 

Merga (2019, p. 153) says that: 

 … supporting students’ choices through peer recommendation … enables discussion of 
books in the context of enjoyment. 

As Miller (2009) explains:  

Anyone who calls herself or himself a reader can tell you that it starts with encountering 
great books, heartfelt recommendations, and a community of readers who share this 
passion. 

I thought that this would be an activity I could try in the schools that I support.  



 

 
 

Aims  

• To encourage children to share their reading recommendations with others  

• To provide children with the opportunity for informal book talk  

• To give children a tool they can use to share ideas for further reading 

Outline 

I decided to try this idea with book clubs that I run in primary schools and in some of the 
school libraries that I supervise at lunchtime. 

I designed a peer recommendation bookmark that could be tucked into a book once it had 
been read. There was space for a reader to write the book title, why they were 
recommending it and their rating (1-5 stars). I chose the title ‘Why Not Read This?’ for the 
bookmark and I did this for two reasons. Firstly, I felt that the word ‘recommendation’ 
might not be as accessible to younger library users and I didn’t want to create any language 
barriers. Secondly, I liked the idea of using a question on the bookmark as I felt that it might 
help to attract and engage children’s interest.  

I chose a bookmark format as I hoped that it would be an effective way of children easily 
and quickly sharing their reading. I deliberately limited the amount of space to be filled in as 
I didn’t want it to feel like a book review exercise which can be off-putting for some 
children. 

The aim was to encourage children to tell others about books they have enjoyed reading, 
with the hope that this would increase the sharing of reading experiences, including 
authors, titles and genres.  

I introduced the bookmarks during book club sessions and lunchtime library sessions, 
talking to children about how to fill them out and place them in books afterwards. To start 
with, the children showed me their completed bookmarks so I could check them. They soon 
became familiar with the process and before long I was seeing completed bookmarks 
sticking out of lots of books.  

I keep a pile of blank bookmarks available in the library and periodically remind the children 
that they can fill them in, if they wish.  

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Impact 

I am pleased with the success of this activity. There has been enthusiasm in filling out the 
bookmarks and tucking them into books on the library shelves, making sure that they are 
visible to potential readers. Some children were unsure what to do if they borrowed a book 
with a bookmark in it – I suggested that they could use the bookmark themselves!  

In the interests of the environment, the bookmarks were just paper and were not 
laminated. This means that they may not last that long, but they can easily be recycled and 
replaced, rather than having plastic to dispose of.  

Children have reported being inspired to borrow a book because of the peer 
recommendation bookmark in it. They liked the opportunity to share their love of reading 
with others and to get ideas of what to read next.  

I think the bookmark’s brevity appealed to some readers - it could be completed in a few 
minutes, yet it still helped children to contribute to a reading community. Some less 
confident readers have also taken part which is encouraging. Having different year groups 
use the library at the same time (i.e., during lunchtime or book club sessions) means that 
some children have the opportunity to be inspired by the example of others.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

I was pleased to receive positive feedback from teachers and I started seeing books being 
returned to the library with Post-Its on them as an alternative to the bookmarks. The peer 
recommendation bookmark activity was being used in the classroom which was very 
encouraging.  

 

 

As well as advertising peer recommendation bookmarks in book clubs and during lunchtime 
library sessions, I feel that a whole-school approach would be useful. I could go into each 
school class for a few minutes to explain the bookmark activity, as well as talking about it in 
school assemblies. A poster on the library display board and a selection of bookmarks 
available at various points around school could also continue engagement.  

 


