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Context

• I am an English teacher and the RfP Lead within St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High

School, a large denominational secondary school in East Kilbride, South

Lanarkshire.

• By 2017, becoming more aware of published RfP research, we knew we had to

look closely at our practice. We took stock before recognising there was work to

be done to promote reading simply for pleasure and not primarily to promote its

academic benefits for our learners.

• In 2017, we produced a report entitled “Growing Our Whole School Reading

Culture and Encouraging our Readers” through which we outlined our plans,

underpinning our aspirations with evidence from UKLA’s “Teachers as Readers:

Building Communities of Readers”.



More recently, the Pandemic also provided us with an unforeseen opportunity to look

again at our RfP practice. Like all schools, we had to work to support pupils at home

whilst we all navigated the new way of living forced upon us.

On returning to school in August 2020, we were concerned that, despite our best efforts,

many pupils might have slipped out of the reading habit.

We were therefore determined to position reading for pleasure, predominantly in terms of

well-being for our whole school community, at the centre of our educational recovery

plans. Looking at lockdown RfP research ensured we were best placed to support,

encourage and motivate our readers.

Since 2017, we have been working to not only grow our whole school reading culture but

to do everything we can, organically and in partnership, to sustain it.



OU Research 
inspiration and 
rationale

3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which 
includes:

• Social reading environments
• Reading aloud

• Independent reading

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk 
and recommendations

Our S1-S2 English classes visit the School Library fortnightly and they read for
10 minutes at the start of every English lesson. However, with return-to-
school Covid guidance initially not allowing class access to our School
Library, we brought the Library to our learners in two ways, via:

• regular class visits from our Librarian with his Mobile Library service
• a virtual Library Google Classroom



Our S1-S2 Book Club, established just before the Pandemic began, moved
online for the duration of school closures. The environment changed but
the shared reading experience stayed the same and provided a much-
need connection for group members.

Back to school and as we focused on a recovery curriculum, our physical
English classrooms quickly became spaces where social reading formed
part of their ethos and this has continued beyond the Pandemic.

Our School Library is fully open again for class visits and lunchtime use. We
have also kept our Library Google Classroom up and running to allow pupils
to request books when it suits them eg in the evenings and at weekends.

“I joined the book club because I really enjoy reading books. I wanted to spend time with my friends and socialise
and put myself out there which has been nice as I’ve met new people. We don’t get judged for reading books
and can be ourselves.” ~ Erin



3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes: 

• Social reading environments

Like the teachers involved in the Teachers as Readers project

(phase 2), we’ve thought carefully about our classroom

environments as places for social reading. We are restricted in

terms of space and in a large busy school, classrooms are

used by a number of teachers and are rarely unused any

period.

Unable to create distinct social spaces in the classroom

meant we choose to display books so they were central and

inviting. We’ve installed lots of comfortable seating spots in

our large and welcoming School Library for when pupils visit in

their own time and during fortnightly timetabled English slots.

“These changes in resources and 

environments laid the groundwork for 

further key developments in 

pedagogy.”

Kimberley Safford, “Building Communities of 
Engaged Readers, p94. 



Aims

• To focus on further developing areas across

the school to promote RfP in a more social

sense

• To refresh English Classroom Libraries

through pupils’ recommendations and

bidding for funding using research-based

RfP evidence

• To make RfP visible in other parts of the

school building, outside of the School

Library and the English Department

“Lots of things have developed 

together through the environment... 

Children relax –

that creates an atmosphere too.”

(TaRs teacher, Birmingham)



We wanted pupils to see that you can read for pleasure
anywhere and that teachers in all subjects engage in it too.

Kenny Pieper, author of the guide “Reading for Pleasure”
includes a chapter headed “Every Day’s a Reading Day” and
with a renewed and determined focus on this, we have been
able to demonstrate to pupils that no matter where you go in our
school, you will find reading for pleasure a part of our daily

routine.

Pupils in S1-S3 read daily during their 15 minutes of registration
and this means we currently have Class Libraries in our Maths

and Social Subjects corridors as well as in English.

Our teachers who read who are readers who teach are not only
found in the English Department but across the school. Teachers
in Science and in Home Economics also encourage their pupils
to spend a few joyous minutes reading for pleasure if they finish
work ahead of their peers. We are currently curating collections
of books which are subject-specific to these areas and we have
subject-specific fiction lists from the Scottish Book Trust available
across every area of the school.

ICT suite reading list 
displayed (left) and 
favourite books 
displayed in Drama 
(above)



Our World Book Day Book Bistro is the highlight of
our reading year and sees around 150 pupils curl
up with books amongst cushions and beanbags
over the course of the day.

A classroom shuts down and overnight transforms
into a desk-free oasis as pupils arrive to read by
fairy lights and lanterns, partaking in a hot
chocolate or two as they do so. Staff from across
the school also drop in when they can.

But we also wanted to encourage pupils to
recognise there are also favourite places to read
in our homes and to equate comfort with the
pleasure of taking time out with a book.

During lockdown, we gave pupils the chance to

win their own Book Bistro in a box to be delivered
to their homes and we’ve continued to offer this
as a prize running alongside our in-school Book
Bistro to celebrate World Book Day. The box
contains everything a pupil needs to create their
own reading oasis – books, sweet treats, hot
chocolate, a mug, a cosy blanket and a string of
fairy lights.



Our 10 English Classroom Libraries were recently refreshed with £200 of new books each. 

Pupils chose which texts to buy. The collections are now more up-to-date and, across the 

department, there’s a range of inviting and pupil-picked “texts that tempt” (TaRs).



Our school bookmarks, which have our #SASBReads hashtag on them,
are given away throughout the year so pupils still have our school
community connection wherever and whenever they are reading.

We also set up The Book Nook, our Family Lending Library, located at
the front of our school. Visitors can look at a book whilst waiting,
particularly if they have children with them, and we encourage home
borrowing too. The best part is that books don’t need to be returned,
meaning there’s less pressure on parents to do so and it is a way for us to
gift books to homes too.

When waiting for their photocopying to finish in our reprographics room,
colleagues can check out what’s new in our Book Stop selection. We
also include popular young adult fiction so staff can enjoy some of the
amazing books our pupils are reading too.



Our English Department corridor is also designed and

decorated to signal to pupils they are entering a space

where we read for pleasure on a regular basis.



Our ‘Rest and be Thoughtful’ near our Technical Department is an ideal reading spot! 



Impact
Following the worst of the Pandemic, as a community, we’ve embraced reading for pleasure to help
with classroom routines and as a way of encouraging us all to think about our well-being and taking time
out.

Using the TaRs findings, we keep the four strands of practice at the heart of what we do, ensuring that
LIST (learner-led, informal, social and with texts that tempt) continues to be what guides us.

We’re learning to release some of the tension in our holding of what Professor Cremin calls the “reading
reins”. Pupils will continue to be involved in our stock selection for classrooms and the School Library and
our senior and junior Literacy Leaders are partners with our staff group to ensure our RfP pedagogy is
always reader-led, reader-directed and reader-owned.

Our timetabled visits with S1-S2 to the School Library have become more relaxed, with pupils enjoying
using the light, bright space and comfortable seating to have time sit with friends and enjoy a more
social reading experience. Our Library truly is a “relaxed invitational space for reading” (T. Cremin).

Focusing on our reading for pleasure environments in our school has brought benefits in lots of ways.
Pupils and staff can’t help but be reminded that we’re a community of readers with high-quality books
on display in the rooms where they learn together. These same books allow for conversations between
readers, be that peer to peer for pupils and staff or conversations between learners and their teachers.
These conversations have also led to pupils generously lending books to their teachers when they own a
copy of a sequel they spot the first book of in the Class Library.



Reflections on impact the TaRs research 
had on practice and next steps

It’s no exaggeration to say that the TaRs research, and the wider work of the OU/UKLA Teachers’ Reading
Groups, has had a profound impact on our approach to RfP here at St Andrew’s and St Bride’s.

I co-lead the South Lanarkshire Council Secondary OU/ UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group and my school
currently has several teachers participating in the Group. This galvanises the interest, motivation and
passion in RfP and means we can not only reach more individual young readers but also ensure we build
on what we do year on year. This makes our approach sustainable.

We are currently working toward Reading Schools accreditation with the Scottish Book Trust.



Bibliography
• Brownlie, Susan, Reading for Empathy, Identity and Wellbeing. Available from: https://www.readingchallenge.scot/blog/2019-

02/reading-empathy-identity-and-wellbeing

• Cremin, Teresa (2019) Reading Communities: why, what and how? in NATE Primary Matters (Summer 2019) 

• Mackey, Margaret (2021) Access, Choice, and Time to Read: a Reader-Driven Perspective on Social Justice. Keynote. Available from: 

https://wels.open.ac.uk/research/lsj/courses-events/seminar-2

• McGeown, Sarah and Wilkinson, Katherine (2021) Inspiring and Sustaining Reading for Pleasure in Children and Young People: A guide 

for teachers and school leaders. UKLA. 

• Pennac, Daniel (2006) The Rights of the Reader. Walker Books.

• Pieper, Kenny (2016) How To Teach: Reading for Pleasure. Independent Thinking Press.

• Safford, Kimberley, A Reading for Pleasure Pedagogy in Cremin, Teresa et al (2014) Building Communities of Engaged Readers. 

Routledge.

• Smith, Vivienne and Ellis, Sue (2019) Literacy, Language and Wellbeing in Malcolm Thoburn (ed.) Welbeing, Education and 

Contemporary Schooling. Routledge.

• Sullivan, Alice (2019) Inequalities in education and society: the home, the school and the power of reading. Available from: 

https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/2019/08/22/inequalities-in-education-and-society-the-home-the-school-and-the-power-of-reading/

https://www.readingchallenge.scot/blog/2019-02/reading-empathy-identity-and-wellbeing
https://wels.open.ac.uk/research/lsj/courses-events/seminar-2
https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/2019/08/22/inequalities-in-education-and-society-the-home-the-school-and-the-power-of-reading/

