
 

 
 

Reading Extracts Aloud  

Vicki Cawley 

Context 

I am currently the Librarian at 
Falinge Park High School. This is my 
first year working on the Reading for 
Pleasure (RfP) initiative from the Open University. This year I wanted to focus 
on the pedagogy of ‘Reading Aloud’ as when I did the initial research the 
students’ response was that over 90% were never or infrequently read out 
loud to. As I work mainly with year 7 and 8 in the library I knew that I would be 
able to engage with those students, but I wanted others in the school to be 
able to access reading aloud. So I made the decision to read aloud on the 
Falinge Park Social Media page.  

• The inspiration for my research topic came from my baseline data which was 
completed by 25% (5 responses) of staff and 16% (88 responses) of students 
across year 7 and 8. 

• 80% of staff said that they read out loud infrequently to the students. 79.3% 
of the students said that their teacher never reads to them out loud, and 
13.4% said they read out loud occasionally to them.  

• Something else that 
showed from the survey was 
that students ‘struggle to 
engage with the beginning of 
the story’, which made me 
realise that if they knew that 
some of the books, used the 
beginning as a tool to set up 
an entire series, I could then 

show them from an extract that compelling characters and storylines would 
come through.  

• 19% said they discussed what they are reading with a teacher, and 40.5% 
said they discussed books with friends. I am hoping with reading from a range 
of genres this number could be improved upon. 

 



 

 
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

• In carrying out this research, I focused on the Teachers as Readers 
(TaRs, Cremin et al, 2014) ‘Reading for pleasure pedagogy’ and I 
specifically wanted to focus within this area of study on ‘Reading 
Aloud’.  

• I was especially 
interested in this area, 
as when looking at the 
research I noted that 
reading aloud would 
help to ‘reassure, to 
entertain, to bond, to inform or explain, to arouse curiosity, to 
inspire’ (Trelease, 2013:04). 
 

• From this research I knew that making a space 
for reading aloud would be difficult and I took that 
into consideration when looking at how I wanted 
to implement ‘Reading Aloud’ at Falinge Park High 
School.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Aims  

• To increase the percentage of students who 
say that their teacher(s) read aloud to them  

• To increase the percentage who hear a 
member of staff reading out loud to them 

• From reading aloud, develop and grow 
informal book talk to help expand students’ 
and teachers’ knowledge of books/genres in 
the library 

 



 

 
 

Outline 

 

• I wanted the project I was working on to be able to be seen by the 
whole school, which is why I decided I would go about reading aloud in 
two ways. 

• The first enabled me to 
engage with the students 
immediately. I revitalised 
library lessons for year 7 and 8, 
where they have to be in the 
library. In the middle of the 
library lesson, I took advantage 
of a period of time, when the 
students move between 
activities and decided I would 
use this time to read an extract 

from one of the books in the library.  

• I wanted to start this with me and members of staff reading extracts in 
order to build a familiarity with the process and how it would fit into a 
lesson. 

• Over time students began to request that they 
read extracts to the whole class themselves. 
Some students have brought books in from 
home to be able to read an extract from their 
favourite authors.  

• To be able to engage with the older students of 
the school, who have less opportunity to use 
the library, I decided that I wanted to do 
something on social media. The school uses 
Instagram and I decided that once a month I 
would record myself reading an extract. I want 
to choose from different genre and topics. I am 
hoping this will increase the footfall of the 
older students into the library.  

 

 



 

 
 

Impact  

• There have even been a 
couple of previously shy 
students, who have read 
from an extract that I have 
chosen. I am hoping with 
continued practice this will 
become a point in the 
lesson that is completely 
student led, and the book 
talk will increase. In some of 
the classes students have taken ownership of this part of the lesson, and 
even remind members of staff that it needs to happen and whose turn it 
is to read aloud.  

• The social media extracts seem to have increased in popularity – the 
latest video getting over 200 views on the first day that it was uploaded 
to Instagram, and going way over 300 by the end of the month. This 

social media engagement has increased student 
knowledge of me around school, and I have 
frequent impromptu book discussions on 
corridors with the older students of the school. 
This has translated into some additional footfall 
from older students, but not as much as I had 
hoped it would.  

•  I had hoped that I could have had a student 
reading an extract on Instagram, but this has not 
happened yet. I am still hopeful with continued 
visibility this feature will eventually come.   

• I had targeted 3 students, hoping that the 
reading aloud extracts would introduce them to 
other genres or books they might like, as I was 

running out of books in the very specific category they liked. One of the 
3 students is now reading a wide range of books, the second has been 
tempted by some titles, and is more willing to discuss other genres. The 
last student has been very reluctant to move away from their category, 
but in the last week has asked about the book the extract was from and 
is willing to take it home.  



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 

• I am pleased with how successful this ‘Reading extracts’ has been. 

• My original thought would be that that it 
would encourage ‘book talk’ amongst students, but 
maybe on an unconscious level of them not realising 
it came from the extract reading.  

• I have been surprised by the students amongst 
year 7 taking ownership of the reading extracts, and 
hope that this will be something that they continue 
through their lessons into year 8.  

• The year 8 students have been less 
enthusiastic about reading the extracts themselves, 
but have engaged in ‘book talk’ and enjoy the 
extracts that I have been reading. They are slowly 
making the choice to read the extracts themselves.  

• I plan to continue this practice into next year, 
and hopefully have some guest readers’ e.g. members of SLT or other 
departments i.e. not English staff.  

 

 

 

 


