
 

 
 

Reading Books to make Book Readers                          Catherine Lang            

 

Context 

I am a Year 1 teacher at Thackley Primary School in Bradford. I undertook the teacher’s reading challenge.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I elected to concentrate on the strand: Teacher's understanding of children's literature and other texts 
from the Reading for Pleasure project. 

Research conducted by Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project discovered that the participating teachers 
were only familiar with an extremely limited selection of children’s' writers, poets, and illustrators (Cremin 
et al. 2014).  This motivated me to develop my own knowledge of children's books so that I could suggest 
and supply a wide variety of reading material to the children I teach, to motivate them to read and to 
increase their enjoyment of reading and their perception of reading as an enjoyable activity.  

Reading for pleasure has myriad other benefits such as a wider vocabulary and general knowledge, an 
enriched imagination and more developed narrative writing (Senechal et al., 2018)  

Reading for pleasure is the single biggest factor in success later in life, outside of an education. Study after 
study has shown that those children who read for pleasure are the ones who are most likely to fulfil their 
ambitions. If your child reads, they will succeed – it’s that simple (Bali Rai) 

Aims  

My primary goal in undertaking this project was to increase my existing knowledge of children’s literature 
and other texts and, in doing so, increase the variety of texts I can share with my class. I hoped to be able 
to recommend a wide selection books and authors to children and other teachers. By introducing them to 
a diverse range of quality texts and authors, I hope to inspire reading for pleasure. 

 



 

 
 

 

Outline 

In order to increase my knowledge, I planned to:  

• Respond to a poll to learn what topics I should research to broaden my understanding.  
• Visit local bookshops and libraries, to benefit from the recommendations of children’s librarians and 

children’s booksellers- including The bookshop on the Square in Otley, Salts Mill Bookshop in 
Saltaire, Waterstones in Bradford, The Grove Bookshop in Ilkley and The Book Corner of Piece Hall 
in Halifax.  

 

   



 

 
 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Look at children’s book award winners:  

 
 
 

• Read around topics and genres that the children in my class enjoy: 

 



 

 
 

 

 

• Investigate ways to broaden and develop their interests, e.g., Pokémon story books for Pokémon 
obsessed children, moving onto Pokémon manga and then suggesting other comics and graphic 
novels: 

     

 
• Look for books to support the emotional needs of my class: 

 

 

• Look for engaging books relating to our topics 



 

 
 

 

• Make a special effort to read picture books for older readers, poetry books and books with diverse 
themes/ by minority ethnic writers, as I identified these areas as weaker in my knowledge of 
children’s literature:  

  

   

• Keep up to date with new high quality book releases e.g., the Guardian picture book roundups:  

 

• Take part in online book discussions with other readers and engage on social media: 



 

 
 

 

• Share books with the children I work with and reflect on their reactions and feedback. 

 

  

Impact 

Making a concerted effort to increase my familiarity with children's literature has caused me to:   

• Develop a love of reading children’s books and a desire to read books that relate to the writers and 
subjects I have encountered, for example reading more of the Amulet series by Kazu Kibuishi.  

• Increase my knowledge of authors, poets, and illustrators who work in a range of genres. Ross 
Montgomery or Fiona Waters, for instance 

• Appreciate the influence picture books can have on older children and the potential power of a 
single image. 

• Perceive the benefits of keeping up with various Book Awards lists that I can use to expand our 
library of highly recommended books for all genres, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. I now 
know more about the recipients of the Carnegie, Kate Greenaway, Costa, UKLA, and Smarties 
prizes. 

• I have created baskets with a few books each in my classroom, instead of an overflowing book 
case. These are changed, swapped and updated but always carefully selected and themed e.g. 



 

 
 

books for our topic, fun fact and non-fiction books, poetry, fairytales and traditional tales, Our Class 
Favourites.  

• I have noticed that the children are more enthusiastic about reading. They are excited for the next 
chapter of our class read but also ask for favourite picture books to be read. Children are electing 
to read during ‘choosing time’ and there is often a bit of a race for some books that the children 
have particularly engaged with. Several very reluctant readers have been enticed by the inclusion 
of books on the favourite topics, such as fairies and space.  

 

Reflections  

As I have worked to increase my knowledge of children's literature, my enthusiasm for the writers and 
illustrators I have encountered has grown, which has prompted me to read even more. This project has 
increased our awareness of specific poets and illustrators as well as the influence that picture books may 
have, especially on relatively older children. 

I have been made more aware of the wide potential for teaching opportunities a book can offer by 
carefully examining just one minor feature.  

Gaining more knowledge has given me numerous suggestions for promoting and supporting reading in the 
classroom, particularly when teaching challenging subjects. 

 


