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Context 

➢ I am the Librarian at Glenthorne High School, we are a 11-19 mixed comprehensive 
Academy with 1,704 pupils, of whom 350 are in the 6th form.  

➢ Glenthorne has a strong focus on reading for pleasure, including a tutor time reading 
programme that runs across all year groups. Students read three different books together as 
tutor group over the course of the school year.   

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The Bookling Book Award was inspired by creating a reading for pleasure pedagogy to help students 
interact and engage with new and exciting literature, to promote reading aloud and to create social 
reading environments within the entire school (Cremin et al., 2014). I wanted a programme that 
involved the entire school and centred around great literature, got students reading a wide mix of 
stories from diverse authors. 

I also wanted to involve staff in this process, my goal being to bring staff together for a common 
purpose, promote the library’s services and allow teachers to have the amazing, shared experience 
of reading the same book as their students.  

Aims  

I wanted to focus on the following aspects of reading for pleasure throughout the entire school: 

• To develop teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature 

• Create a whole school buzz around reading for pleasure with specific books in mind 

• Ensure students are reading a wide range of stories from diverse backgrounds 

• Ensure reading for pleasure is firmly embedded in the culture of the school by implementing 
this programme in our timetabled library lessons 

• Provide several opportunities for students and staff to interact with not only the books but 
the authors themselves.  
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Outline 

Naming the Award 

➢ The book club was asked to name the book award. The members voted on The Bookling 
which is an alteration of their long running library podcast “Booklings Chat”. 

Longlist 

➢ The longlist of the Book Award is chosen in Sept. The only requirement is that the books 
must have been published that year. For example, books up for the 2022 Bookling Award 
must have been published in 2021.  

➢ A longlist of 15 books is chosen from student feedback and borrowing stats. My goal is to 
seek out books that are “under the radar” in many regards.  

➢ Covers and blurbs of the longlisted books are posted on the library’s whiteboard and 
students vote on their favourite. 

➢ Books are put on display and students are encouraged to submit book reviews.  
➢ A shortlist of 6 books is then decided by myself and our student library assistants in early 

November. This provides students two months to read as many books as they can from the 
longlist.  

➢ During our weekly book club, quizzes and activities are held around the longlist to help make 
them familiar.  

Shortlist 

➢ Once the shortlist is selected, authors and publishers are notified via social media.  
➢ The bookclub created the hashtag #bookling to ensure all social media posts about the 

award contain this hashtag. 
➢ Six copies of each shortlisted book are purchased, a dedicated library display is then created 

around it.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Staff involvement 

➢ Staff are invited to a Bookling Award coffee morning involving doughnuts, coffee and 
brownies which takes place before school starts. Student assistants’ book-talk the books to 
teachers. New teachers get library cards, and everyone is encouraged to borrow one of the 
books.  

➢ Student library assistants promote the book award in staff briefing 
➢ Staff are encouraged to write book reviews for each book. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Lessons 

➢ Students in Years 7-9 come to the library every two weeks for a timetabled library lesson 
with their English teacher that I lead. 

➢ From Nov-Feb, library lessons are primarily focussed on activities around the six books. For 
example, to celebrate the book No Man’s Land by Joanna Nadin, students created and 
cracked their own Caesar Shift codes and ciphers which play a major role in the book itself. 

➢ Each lesson I read aloud from one or more of the books. We discussed the pros and cons of 
being “internet famous” which is the plot of Girl in Real Life by Tamsin Winter. Students also 
read aloud different parts of the book to create discussion 

➢ Students use their library lesson time to research aspects of different books. We used When 
the Sky Falls as a basis for research around the Blitz using our subscription to Encyclopaedia 
Britannica.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Author Visits 

➢ All authors are contacted via social media. Virtual and in-person visits are organised. In 2021 
we were fortunate to have visits from 4 of the 6 authors shortlisted.  

➢ Local primary schools are invited to meet the authors. 
➢ Local bookshops are involved to sell books for the authors during their visits. Questions are 

prepared in advance. 
➢ Student book club members interview authors when they visit for our student-created 

podcast, Booklings Chat 
➢ Authors sign our David Bowie “Read” poster as a lasting reminder of their time here.   
➢ Any students unable to be in school in person because of isolation reasons tune in to the 

visits remotely via MS Teams.  

 
 

 

Winning Book 

➢ The winning book is announced in the first week of March. In the weeks leading up to this, 
all students in all years are given a survey. Even if students haven’t read the books, they 
vote on favourite cover, favourite blurb, favourite first line, favourite first page.  

➢ The result of this survey is that those students who haven’t yet read the books will often 
seek them out.  

➢ Student and staff book reviews of the books are collected, the results from the survey are 
also collected and a winner is chosen based on over 1,000 votes.  

➢ A trophy is ordered with the book title and book award name etched on it. Social media 
posts are scheduled to create a buzz for the authors and publishers. It is mailed to author 
after the announcement.  

➢ The day before the announcement, students can sign up for an Escape Room activity based 
entirely around the book award books. This proved to be extremely popular and exciting for 
them.  



 

 
 

➢ On the day of the announcement, students 
are invited to a quiz in the library, at the end 
of the quiz, the winning book is announced 
to huge fan fair. It is also announced on 
social media. Many of these students have 
been reading all 6 books, taking part in 
library lesson activities around these books 
and meeting the authors.  
 
 

 

 

Impact 

Our annual book award has had a major impact on the students’ and staffs’ knowledge of literature. 

Testimonial from one Year 7 student: 

 I enjoyed world book week this year as it was my first time being involved in it at 
Glenthorne. I loved the span of activities across the week and the inclusivity of many of 
them, making even those who may not enjoy reading feel excited and welcome. My 
personal highlight was the Escape Room in the library, themed upon the "Booklings" 
shortlisted reads, where a few of us had to go around and break codes about the books 

around the library to finally win (or escape)!  

 

Students are not just reading “celebrity” authors, they are reading 
authors from diverse backgrounds and experiences.  

Student borrowing has increased significantly, with the award books 
topping the charts year after year. Girl In Real Life, which won the 
2022 Bookling Award is the most borrowed book at our library for 
academic year 2021-22. Crater Lake, When Stars are Scattered, 
Wink and Kick are 3, 4th, 5th and 6th most borrowed books. All were 
shortlisted for the Bookling from years 2019 to 2022. 

Students and staff are much more aware of new literature and are 
reading wider ranges of text. 

The Bookling Award books have been borrowed upwards of 300 times since being shortlisted. Over 
250 book reviews have been submitted by students who have read and engaged with the books.  

Our book award programme has been used by other schools and showcased on social media, I have 
presented on the book award and how we deliver it.  

 



 

 
 

79% of the 900 students polled after the 2021 Bookling Book Award said they either “liked” or 
“loved” reading. Further surveys will reflect their reading habits and likes after the 2022 award.  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

It is no surprise that our engagement with reading OU/UKLA documents has helped transform the 
school into one that focusses on reading for pleasure. Using the OU reading survey inspired me to 
create my own around the book award, and I still use the OU ones twice a year to gauge student 
reading habits and interest. 

What’s Next?  

➢ Survey students to determine impact / interest / what works what doesn’t 
➢ Increase exposure of book award through concrete branding (created by students) 
➢ Increase author visits around the award 
➢ Involve local media to increase awareness  
➢ Increase staff involvement after the coffee morning through check-ins and staffroom pop up 

libraries.  

 


