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CONTEXT

• Currently, I am a Year 3 teacher at Collis Primary 
School in the Borough of Richmond upon Thames, 
with a nursery and nearly 800 pupils. Collis is a mix of 
three-form and four-form entry school. I have worked 
at Collis for many years in both Key Stage 1 and 2, as 
well as being the SENCo. I have always been a keen 
reader and have always promoted reading in my 
classroom.

• As part of the school's development, I have been 
involved in promoting reading for pleasure (RfP) 
across the school. I am eager to support children in 
developing pleasure for reading both in school and 
beyond the school gates, with the aim of them having 
a lifelong pleasure from reading.



CONTEXT

• The Reading Agency states: Research shows that reading for pleasure can promote 
better health and wellbeing, aids in building social connections and relationships 
with others and is associated with a range of factors that help increase the chances 
of social mobility. https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/

• CLPE writes in their report: ”Learning about literacy teaching during the pandemic” 
“The research also shows us that if you are a literate child who reads for pleasure 
then this has more impact on your future life chances than any other factor. 
Encouraging reading for pleasure is a social justice issue.”
https://clpe.org.uk/publications-and-bookpacks/research/clpe-reading-pleasure-2021

• The National Literacy Trust Research Report: “Reading has also provided refuge in 
this difficult time, supporting children’s mental wellbeing and enabling them to dream 
about the future. 3 in 5 (59.3%) children and young people told us during lockdown 
that reading makes them feel better. 3 in 10 (31.6%) said that reading helps them 
when they feel sad because they cannot see their family and friends. Reading is 
encouraging half of children (50.2%) to dream about the future.”

The pandemic has highlighted that books are a vital tool in
helping to support wellbeing.

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/
https://clpe.org.uk/publications-and-bookpacks/research/clpe-reading-pleasure-2021


OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND
RATIONALE

“We found that when the teachers widened their knowledge and 
pleasure in reading children’s literature and other texts and 
become more aware of their own and the children’s reading 
practices, they began to reconceptualise reading from the inside 
out, and more effectively built a RfP pedagogy and strong 
communities of readers within school”. (Cremin et al., 2014).



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE

I used the 5 areas of research findings as explained on The Open University 
Research Rich Pedagogies website as my starting foundations. These are based on 

the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2014). I then developed 
these linked to my own classroom experiences.

Primarily I focused upon the RfP pedagogy strands. In particular: Informal book talk, 
inside book talk and recommendations.

In turn I used this to support reciprocal and interactive reading communities.

Strategy
• Establish more frequent reading opportunities in the school week.
• Make time to talk about texts and share what the children have read.
• Develop children’s skills in talking about a book.
• Engage with the children about what they are reading (not divert reading time to 

catch up on other class jobs).
• Widen my own knowledge of authors and books based on the class and their 

reading preferences.



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE
In developing informal book talk pedagogy, I sought to create stronger
reading communities (Cremin et al., 2014)

Overarching reading community intentions
• Explore ways to nurture children’s reading for pleasure.
• Raise the profile of reading in the class, as a social and 

enjoyable experience.
• Create an environment where all children can explore their 

reading identity.
• Develop our reading environments in the class and link these to 

the school library.
• Develop the social aspects of reading.
• Develop reading stamina.
• Develop children’s range of reading.
• Ensuring that children were enjoying books.



Reading for pleasure is more closely associated with intrinsic motivation; it is 
reading that children do for themselves at their own pace, with whom they 
choose and in their own way. Cremin, Teresa (2019). Reading communities: 
why, what and how? NATE, Sheffield.

Research insights regarding the effective development of reading for 
pleasure (based on Cremin et al. 2014)

Using the research 
insights, I was able to 
develop my own  
knowledge and pleasure 
of reading and this then 
supported me to develop 
my class’s reading.

http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/tmc242.html


AIMS

To develop a reciprocal and interactive reading community within my Year 
3 class by:
• Developing the pedagogy of ‘informal book talk, inside text talk and 

recommendations.’
• Encouraging children to share their reading experiences with their peers, 

through informal book talk.
• Ensuring that children have access to a wide range of books from which 

they can choose to read independently, for pleasure.
• Encouraging and developing informal “Book Blether,” so children learn 

to be courageous and astute readers.

Teachers as Readers: Building Communities of Readers research project by Teresa Cremin et al., (2014) highlights that 
spontaneous and informal book talk (‘inside-text talk’) is one of the key factors needed to create a classroom Reading 

for Pleasure culture.



OUTLINE
Using the “Tell Me” Approach from Adian Chambers, I used thoughtful 

questioning about what my class had been reading to develop their own 
reading voice. I asked questions that became a framework and scaffold for the 

children to ask their friends about what they had read. The questions were 
broken down into The Basic Questions, The General Questions and The 

Special Questions.

Was there 
anything you 

liked about this 
book?

Did any of the 
characters 

remind you of 
people you 

know? 
Have you read 

any other books 
like it?



What will you tell 
your friends about 

this book?

If you had written 
this book, how 
would you have 
made it better?

What would you suggest 
I tell other people about 

it that will help them 
decide whether they 

want to read it or not?



GROWING HAPPY READERS
Set time was put aside to allow the 

children to read the books they wanted. 
It was a special time they valued and 
encouraged; the children all looked 

forward to the opportunity to read a 
book of their choice for pleasure.



GROWING 
HAPPY 
READERS

Using the school library gave the 
children more opportunities to 
explore new books and enjoy them.

“Studies have shown that those who 
read for pleasure have higher levels 
of self-esteem and a greater ability 
to cope with difficult situations. 
Reading for pleasure was also 
associated with better sleeping 
patterns.” 

Billington, J, (2015) Reading between 
the Lines: the Benefits of Reading 
for Pleasure Quick Reads, University 
of Liverpool

http://manuscritdepot.com/documentspdf/Galaxy-Quick-Reads-Report-FINAL%20.pdf


GROWING HAPPY READERS

The children loved 
having the chance 
to share the book 

they had been 
reading and 

encourage a peer to 
read it next. 

Post It notes were 
used to reserve the 

book, with some 
having a waiting list! 



WE ARE READING – IN THE CLASSROOM

As part of growing happy readers, we set up a recording sheet where 
the children could record what they were reading and display it in the 

classroom, so other children could see what their friends were 
enjoying reading.



WE ARE READING –
IN THE CLASSROOM

Allowing children to record what they 
were reading and enjoying was a real 
incentive to share the books that they 
were relishing. Even reluctant readers 
responded well to showing what they had 
been reading.



WE ARE READING –
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

The ‘we are reading’ posters were a huge success and spilled out 
of the classroom. The children wanted to show the what we are 
reading as the class book and so put one on the classroom door. 
This has generated interest and discussion about the book and 
encouraged children to read the different texts. The class have 
taken ownership and wanted to share their passion for books 
with the wider school community.



WE ARE READING –
BEYOND THE CL ASSROOM

Due to the enthusiasm of the ‘we are reading’ 
posters this evolved into the office staff 
displaying their reading book to be a reading role 
model. We are only at the early stages of 
encouraging all classrooms to have a poster on 
their door sharing what they are reading.



IMPACT
GROWING HAPPY READERS – BOOK 
REVIEWS

The children wanted 
to write book 
recommendations 
so that they could 
recommend a good 
book to a friend. We 
are going to display 
these with the books 
in the library.



The children were invited to think
about a book they had enjoyed
reading. This was not linked to
curriculum, but about a book, they
had enjoyed reading from the
school library.

The aim is to build up a bank of
children’s book reviews that the
librarian can use to promote texts
and introduce and promote new
exciting books to the children.



IMPACT
• The children began to discuss 

what they were reading more 
confidently and in more detail. 
They comments were more mature 
and highlighted their enthusiasm 
for reading. Instead of saying “this 
book is fun” they would speak in 
more detail – “if you like funny 
books then you will like this book 
because…”

• A classroom environment was 
created that valued personal 
reading and choices, having the 
opportunity to read a book for 
pleasure and not because they had 
to. It was noticeable that all 
members of the class wanted to 
read and were selecting books that 
allowed them to feel positive about 
their own reading.

• The children display positive 
attitudes towards listening to 
stories and now talk freely 
about their book that they are 
reading.

• The children started to want to 
share what they were reading 
with each other. They had a 
passion to share a good book with 
a friend and were pleased when 
another friend tried their book.



IMPACT
I LIKE READING BECAUSE…

…books are exciting and 
make me feel happy. 

Sophie, age 8

…it’s exciting and it 
makes me feel calm and 

happy.
Emmy, age 7

... It has adventures and 
interesting things.

L, age 8



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

• ‘Book talk’ has been a revelation to me. I have been a member of 
an adult book club for many years but had never reflected on why I 
liked being in a book club. In reflecting, I realised the chance to 
discuss a book, respond to the book and share the book with 
friends was an integral part of my own reading for pleasure. 
Being part of a St Mary’s Teachers Reading group allowed me to 
learn how to apply this to my classroom and learn about so many 
fantastic books for children.

• To do this effectively, I have needed to read and improve my own 
knowledge of books. Encouraging children to read will be an 
ongoing task. My future plans are to inspire my colleagues to get to 
know their children as readers, develop their knowledge of texts and 
make their own reading recommendations to their class.



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

I wanted to develop a reciprocal and interactive reading 
community in my class and found that informal book talk, inside text 

talk and recommendations particularly effective. I feel that my own 
knowledge has developed in relation to this pedagogy. I am taking 

more time to discuss books and reading with children which is, 
in turn exciting them about reading and recommending texts too.
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