
Weekend Wonders



I am a Student teacher, studying
with Exeter University and Kernow Initial Teacher

Education (KITE).

During my training year I have been placed within a

year 6 cohort at Carlaze Community Primary School

and a year 2 cohort at Charlestown Primary School,

Cornwall.

I am passionate about fostering a love of reading
and supporting children to develop as lifelong readers
.



OU Research inspiration
and rationale

Reading communities that are reciprocal and
interactive. (from Cremin et al., 2014).

Reading for pleasure has myriad other benefits such
as a wider vocabulary and general knowledge, an
enriched imagination and more developed narrative
writing. There is no question that the will to read 
influences the skill and vice versa.

Cremin, T. (2020, April 15). Reading communities: why,
what and how?

With the children often reading books with a
overarching aim to pass an ‘Accelerated Reader’ quiz
during school time, I felt that the love and enthusiasm for
reading, as well as the time allocated for reading was 
limited within my classroom. This led me to think about
ways in which I could engage the children in reading
outside of the classroom and how I could encourage the
children to have informal book talk, seeing reading
as a social and pleasurable activity.





Weekend Wonders

• I filled envelopes with a book, hot chocolate, marshmallows 

and post-it note.

• The aim was for every child within the cohort to have an

opportunity to take an envelope home for the weekend and

enjoy a book and hot chocolate with their parents/carer.

• The post-it note was for the child/parent to comment on

something they enjoyed.

• The children who has the book next will be able to see these
comments.

Outline





Impact





"Effective methods of promoting a 
love of reading and good links to 

reading skills in year 2.”

“Lauren picked a story and activity that the 
engaged the class as they have shown

before that they liked magic and fantasy 
topics. When the class task was explained, 

the class were very excited and eager to start 
writing!“



The children created bookmarks that I took away and 
laminated, so that they would be long lasting. The 
children had the opportunity to make one from scratch or 
colour in a template. I considered the children’s interests 
during this. I have seen this bookmarks throughout the 
class ever since.

On World Book Day the children brought in their 
favourite books from home and we made a display 
that was situated at the front of the classroom 
throughout the day.

The children had an opportunity to read a page of 
their book and talk about their favourite 
parts/characters/pictures. This was a great success 
as the children were asking questions and 
developing natural dialog about books. My lead 
mentor wrote:

Children made good progress in the lesson by 
experiencing different types of books and genres. 
There was a big focus on reading and most children 
had a chance to read extracts from their books. This 
was great practise for their word reading and also 
gave them confidence to read in front of others.
Lauren read her favourite book to the class and
demonstrated different voices and intonation to
promote a high level of literacy.



The children looked forward to seeing who 
was going to receive the books each week 
and which book they would receive, this 
created excitement in the classroom as they 
left on a Friday afternoon. This project 
generated informal book talk and an 
enthusiasm for reading I hadn’t seen before 
this project, with children saying ”I’ve read 
one just like that and I loved it” and “you will 
love this, I read it at home all the time”.

The children enjoyed taking a responsibility 
for the books, ensuring their safe return after 
each weekend. This project has encouraged 
parents to engage with their child’s reading 
journey and the children have been able to 
enjoy positive memories of reading as well as 
being introduced to books they have never 
read before!

I received positive feedback from the children 
and parents during this time, with some 
parents seeking to thank me, explaining that 
they found this to be a relaxing activity during 
their busy schedules. All children participated 
and completed a post-it note, some of which 
were written by the parents – engaging them 
in the task. It was also noted by comments 
that the children enjoyed these with their 
siblings also.

I would love to continue this after completing 
my training and would like to expand and 
develop this, having seen and heard many 
inspiring ideas during the course. I will 
continue to develop my knowledge of 
children’s literature and will engage in 
opportunities to develop this within my 
classroom and wider school setting.

Reflections




