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CONTEXT 

We both currently work at Mortimer Primary School in South Tyneside. Each 

of us completed our ITT here at Mortimer and were pleased to gain 

permanent positions as class teachers following the completion of our training 

year.

Reading for Pleasure (RfP) is a consistent focus throughout our school and is a 

key target within the whole school development plan.

‘We aim to enhance children’s language skills through reading, 
writing speaking and listening’.



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE 

RfP Pedagogy

Mortimer is no stranger to promoting RfP. We strive to provide several opportunities within our school day to enjoy reading:

● timetabled library slots for each class;

● shared story time each day (opportunities to discuss stories as a group, to enjoy listening to stories and reading aloud); and

● opportunities for silent reading and comprehension practice using the Reading Plus programme.

Upon consideration of our school development target, we decided to specifically focus on ‘Social Reading Environments’.

Although we facilitate many reading opportunities in school and our children welcome the time to pick up a book, we found that this 

was not always the case at home. After talking with staff and children, it was evident that our readers were not reading often with 

adults at home. Life is busy …and sometimes it is hard to find the time to share a book, talk about it and have a cuppa in a relaxed, 

comfortable environment. That’s where we came in…



Aims

Our focus:

Due to the lack of quality reading time at home, the need for our school was to promote social reading environments. Drawing on 

the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2014), we planned to introduce a reading café to engage families and 

support reading at home.

Links to TaRs Research Findings

Using the ‘Reading Communities’ findings, we found that our own investigations in school highlighted similar findings in that children are not 

often read to by parents at home on a regular basis.

‘Many children don’t choose to read at home, are not read to by parents (who may feel once their children can read there is no need to do 
so) and have negative attitudes towards reading’ (Cremin et al., 2014, p7).



Aims continued..

Links to TaRs Research Findings

This quote particularly resonated with us when choosing our focus area and plans for our 

project in school.

‘Children’s pleasure in reading is strongly influenced by reading networks and 
relationships: between teachers; between teachers and children; between children and 
children; and in some cases, between children, teachers, families and communities. In schools 
where staff and senior leaders share their reading lives, a sense of connection and community 
will develop. It is important too that schools seek to include parents in their reading 
community, but building in-school communities first is advisable so parents are drawn in by 
their children’s own engagement’ (Cremin et al., 2014, p8).

As our school has already established a positive in-school reading community, we decided 

that it was important to encourage links with parents and invite them into our 

school community of RfP.



Outline 
Our focus:

We introduced an after school reading 

café targeted specifically to Y3 pupils. 

The parents were invited into our school 

library to share a cuppa and a biscuit with 

their child, whilst enjoying much-loved 

stories together.

The development:

When beginning our focus, we asked the parents of Y3 pupils 

to donate their favourite stories. The response was great and 

not only did we get donations from parents, but 

governors too. The donations created a strong starting point 

for us. Following this, parents and children were invited to 

come along to the reading café each week.

Targeted children:

When developing our rationale, we also felt our 

RfP focus would benefit SEN and pupil 

premium. The café created a comfortable, 

exciting environment for reading 

ensuring children of all backgrounds the 

opportunity to develop a love of 

reading.



IMPACT

It exposed the children to a 

wider range of texts.

Unexpected impact
● Siblings also came along.

● Paired reading with sibling from 

other year groups.

Promotion of RfP
Modelling how to enjoy a book with a 

cuppa and a biscuit- like we do at 

home.

Provided opportunities to read with their 

grown up that they may not necessarily 

get at home.
Reading outside of school 

time was more appealing.



IMPACT

Provided enjoyment for us as 

teachers to see children enjoying 

reading.

We shared which books and 

genres children particularly 

enjoyed with Y3 staff to build 

their knowledge of children's 

reading interests.

Created positive home, school 

links.

Gave parents the opportunity to 

ask staff questions about reading 

in a relaxed, informal 

environment.

With book donations we received, it 

opened our eyes to the much-loved 

stories which children have enjoyed at 

home. (Varied variety with 

comics/optical illusion books and non-

fiction books on dinosaurs.)

Positive impact on a particular 

child who has a hearing 

impairment. She thoroughly 

enjoyed reading aloud with her 

Mam and attended every session.



REFLECTION ON IMPACT

● Overall, it was a positive, pleasant experience for everyone involved.

● We would reconsider the time of day in which the Reading Cafe opens. End of school time can be tricky 

for parents due to school pick up and work commitments.

● Some children expressed that they would like to attend but couldn’t due to family commitments. We could 

possibly deliver taster sessions during school time instead to engage more families.

● We have considered opening up the Reading Cafe to more year groups due to the interest from our Y3s.

● We have also considered having the Reading Café sessions more focused for parents with ideas on how to 

support reading at home (e.g. modelling reading aloud or book focused hook in/conversation starter). The main 

aim, however, is to enjoy books together.

● We may consider thinking of incentives to make the Reading Cafe sessions more interactive/engaging (e.g. collect 

stamps to show how many books have been shared or a take home the book shared today to continue the 

sharing experience at home).



THE FUTURE …

Long term vision:

Our long-term vision is to continue to promote a love of reading throughout the school. Moving forward, we believe the best way to do this is 

by creating areas as 'social reading environments' to encourage children and staff to regularly share books.

Reading Shed- KS2
We have plans to develop a reading shed in the playground which 

will provide children with regular opportunities to participate in 

reading for pleasure in a comfy, relaxed environment. The shed will 

be open to children each break and lunchtime for them to 

access at their leisure.

We also aim to start a lunchtime reading club which will be run 

by teachers. Each week, we will create a scavenger hunt based on a 

particular book. The children will find the clues for the focused book 

and then we will share the story as a group in the reading shed.

Mystery Book Box
We are also in the process of setting up ‘Mystery Book 

Boxes’ where children can unwrap a mystery book 

for our Early Years & KS1 classrooms. Some of our 

teachers have expressed interest in using these boxes in a 

variety of different ways.

● EYFS- End of day surprise.

● Year 1- Classroom reward system.

● Year 2- Print the blurb on front.


