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Context

• I am currently training to be a teacher on placement at 

Pendle Primary Academy in year 5.

• Reading is at the centre of  Pendle Primary Academy. They 

recognise the importance of  reading as the core of  every 

subject. The school has a high population of  EAL 

pupils. Reading as a fundamental skill for creating engaged, 

passionate readers.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

As a school we used the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) findings to reflect on our work and 

find an area for improvement (Cremin et al., 2014).

We decided to focus on:

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations.

To support this focus, I hosted an after-school reading club to 

promote reading for pleasure (RfP) across the entire year 5 cohort.



Aims

• To promote RfP using the research around book talk and 

recommendations;

• To provide opportunities for children to share thoughts and 

ideas about their reading by comparing book and film 

versions of  the same text.



Establishing the Y5 book club

• I hosted a weekly after-school book club 

that was open to the Year 5 cohort.

• The club focused on creating an opportunity 

for book talk amongst peers, in which they 

made recommendations and discussed their 

opinions.

• I also shared my favourite book and we all read 

aloud a short opening, blurb or gave an overview 

to entice the children into reading our 

recommendations each week.

• We shared our reading journeys together

from the first book we read to our all-time 

favourite. We even explored things we read 

which aren’t books.



Running the Y5 book club

Beyond the Bookshelf

• The club's focal point was reviewing books which have been adapted into films. 

This focus was chosen to entice students who weren't always motivated in reading 

lessons or who weren't strong readers.

• I named our club ‘Beyond the Bookshelf ’ which encapsulates how reading isn’t 

always in the form of  a book.

• To start the session, we read a chapter of  a book and students discussed the 

characters, setting and the parts they liked or disliked.

• After the book review, we watched the film adaptation of  the aligned chapter we had 

read. Pupils then repeated the review process of  the book for the film.

• To finish the session, we discussed which format we preferred and why, allowing 

book talk to develop.



'Beyond the Bookshelf' advert to entice readers



Book and film review example

Children reviewed how the characters and settings were described in the book and how they were represented 

in the film. Children also wrote about what they liked and didn’t like. This was an opportunity for the children 

to make comparisons and review the differences between the two formats.



Discussion prompts for book talk



Setting additional challenges

• I also set optional reading challenges for pupils to 

complete. I felt it was important to not make 

these mandatory:

- Read something to someone else (this could have been a recipe, book, 

news article).

- Write a review.

- Rewrite a key scene/chapter.

- Make a map of  all the words/ texts they read on their journey to 

school.



This is an example of  

one pupil's additional 

challenge work.

They rewrote a key 

event in Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory.



Impact of  the book club

• Children have become more confident in 

sharing their thoughts and articulating their 

recommendations to one another. They were 

also making recommendations to myself  and 

friends, sharing books they are now reading 

after finding out that their favourite films 

are, in fact, book adaptions.

• Book club gave confident readers the 

opportunity to suggest texts to their peers 

as well as modelling how to read efficiently. It 

also enabled those less confident readers to 

develop their reading capabilities beyond 

lesson time.
ROGO model evidence base, National Literacy Trust 2017, page 2



Reflections on practice

• I have been able to create opportunities for book talk and recommendations 

by establishing a book club.

• Children are more confident in sharing their thoughts and recommendations 

with others.

• Children view reading differently now, as they understand that it affects their 

lives in various ways.

• Through having engaging activities, they are now more comfortable to 

discuss books with their friends, in the same way they would discuss films.

• In the future when I complete my teacher training, this is an area that I would 

like to continue to develop in my career.


