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READ THE WORLD - Do children
know they are represented?

Improving our knowledge of
children’s literature



Context

We are third year students studying BA Primary Education with QTS at The

University of Greenwich.

We have chosen the professional enhancement - Children’s Literature.

We have decided to focus on ‘Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature

and other texts’ reflecting on our personal knowledge and how this has grown

throughout the duration of the module.



OU research inspiration and rationale

● Teachers need to set aside dedicated time within the curriculum to foster a reading for pleasure

environment.

● Reading for pleasure (RfP) is strongly linked with relationships - peers, teachers and families.

● Communication is key in adopting community of readers.

● RfP involves autonomy, choice and interaction (book talk).

Cremin also suggests that teachers rely on a limited number of authors and types of texts. Our goal was to 

develop broad knowledge of children's literature, authors and themes to explore with children. (Cremin et al., 2014)

The research summary on Social Reading Environments available on the OU RfP website also states that

teachers have a crucial role in expanding the books available to their children. They need to

understand the children in their class, what books will entice, be accessible and diverse.

https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20210305145150/Social_reading_environments_More_Research_details-final.pdf?_ga=2.55470763.1862341354.1662555520-1186447221.1613566712


Aims

• To broaden our knowledge of good quality texts and authors;

• To look at how to use texts which represent all children;

• To learn about a wider range of authors and to be able to have a selection of

books with different authors and themes that are inclusive of everyone



After completing the survey, I felt quite sad and embarrassed

at how limited my knowledge was of good quality children’s

literature in all areas.

‘Good’ Children’s authors - I love Julia Donaldson but 

truthfully that was all that came to mind.

Picture books - I love Rachel Bright’s ‘Lion Inside’ but again

knowledge was limited.

Poets - This was the weakest of all, I had nothing to put down.

Pre-Survey results – Starting point



Another apparent weakness was my lack of knowledge of books that include ethnic minority children. CLPE

Reflecting Realities - Survey of Ethnic Representation (2021) describes the recent positive increase in children’s

books featuring a minority ethnic character rising from 4% in 2017 to 15% in 2020. Although rising, children of ethnic

minorities continue to be underrepresented in children’s literature.

Another weakness that came out of the survey exercise was not knowing any books that represented war, 

conflict and refugees.

Pre-Survey results – Starting point



RfP Classroom Strategies 

to try on placement

Ask children to bring
in a favourite comic/

magazine/ newspaper to
explore together in small

groups.

Read/discuss award winning 
books with children 

http://www.carnegiegreena
way.org.uk

https://ukla.org/awards/ukl a-
book-award

Set yourself the challenge of 
getting to know the work of a

new poet each term. Read 
their work to the children and
focus on their style, themes

and voice.

Get to know authors who 
include a focus on diversity.

Examine the texts in the 
classroom - do they reflect the 
diversity of the children in the 
class? Discuss with children.

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
https://ukla.org/awards/ukla-book-award
https://ukla.org/awards/ukla-book-award


Books with an ethnic minority main character

Princess Grace - Mary Hoffman

Grace wants to understand what makes a

modern day princess which she finds out is a lot

more about being brave and clever rather than 

just looking pretty.

Meesha Makes Friends - Tom 
Percival

Part of a collection of ‘feelings’ books, this 
uncovers how children can struggle to make
friends and feel uncomfortable in social 
situations.



Books with an ethnic minority main character - continued...

MyButterfly Bouquet - Nicola Davies

A young girl recovering from ill health discovers her

love for nature. This book touches

on the importance of family and caring for animals

and has cross-curricular links with the butterfly

lifecycle.

As teachers, we need to make sure that ALL children are exposed to literature that reflects them as individuals, seeing 

themselves as the main character and important. This reflects British Values - promoting acceptance and celebrating

different cultures.

(Ghanimifard 2016)



Books about conflict/refugees

Talking to children about war and the experiences of refugees can be 

difficult. Books can help to educate children on the struggles that 

refugees face.

High-quality books can also explain new terms, give reasoning in a 

child-friendly manner and use age-appropriate illustrations. These

are not as frightening as some images shared in publ ic media,

helping children gain an understanding without feeling too scared

themselves. This helps to increase the inclusivity of the class if they

do have children who have left their homes for safety in the UK.

Mairi Kidd (2017) writes for Amnesty International, recommending a collection

of children’s books, where the author has been personally affected as a

refugee. Although she praises authors who research the topic and spread

awareness, she describes that the richest texts come directly from

experience.



Using our local libraries to

understand reading environments:

We thought it would be interesting to understand how

our local libraries created inviting reading environments

and how we could emulate this in our own classroom.

Cremin and Swann (2016) suggested that children need a

supportive and relaxed space that provides as ample choice of

texts and encourages book talk and communication.

I feel my local library achieves this with the numerous

group work stations, comfortable seating areas and

having signposted sections such as ‘Picture Book for

Older Readers and ‘Dyslexia Friendly Texts’. This shows

children that there are texts available to anyone and that 

reading is a group activity to be enjoyed.



Within my local library, there were many subsections, for example books for

bilingual and multilingual children, wordless picture books, an area with dyslexia-

friendly books and books that include an audio cd for the children to be able to

hear the book being read. This can help teach children expression and tone of

voice when they are reading aloud.

Library reading environments, what we found out:



The environment within the library was very calm and organised. The books were in alphabetic order within

the section of the books. The children’s picture books were closer to the floor and in boxes, not in order, just

in the order children or adults, including parents, had put the books back in.

Around the children’s section, there were many beanbags and small chairs and around the outside were

normal height sofas, for the older children and the adults.

Library reading environments, what we found out:



In the teenage section, there were no chairs, only book shelves, however there was another

room to go into to sit down and read, however this was not as ‘comfy’ as the children’s area

seemed.

In the library, there was also a selection of computers to use, spread around the

setting.

Library reading environments, what we found out:



Post-survey - Impact on learning

During this module, I feel I have gained so

much knowledge around children's literature

and have been exposed to a wide range of

good quality children’s books. I also feel I am

better equipped to make sure ALL students in

my class are represented through the books

in my future classroom.

I have enjoyed learning how to use children’s
books to explore ‘Text Potential’ -

discovering what the text has to offer 
educationally as well as for pleasure. This
could be discussing main themes, literacy 

features, vocabulary and more.

I really enjoyed the online poetry conference
understanding how poetry develops reading

fluency, supports meaningful phonics
teaching and creates opportunities for talk. I

am continuing to build my knowledge of
quality poetry.



Post-survey/ Impact on learning

Myknowledge was very limited and only to the ‘celebrity’ authors, for example, Julia Donaldson and Jacqueline

Wilson. However, through this module, I have been exposed to so many more authors, for example Francesca

Sanna, Tom Percival and Nicola Davies along with many other fantastic writers and illustrators. 

Through going to my local

library and being exposed to more literature, I have been able

to see different storylines reflecting all children, for instance

BAME and refugees. When I was younger, I never even knew the

lack of variety I was reading until taking part in this course.

I have also learned about how to use more books to help

children talk about difficult topics such as war and the

experiences of refugees.


