
 

 
 

 

My Reading Journey                                Eilidh McIver             

 

Context 

I am a teacher at Newton Farm Primary School in Cambuslang, South Lanarkshire, 
Scotland. Since opening in 2017, Newton Farm has made Literacy and developing 
reading for pleasure a priority in our School Improvement Plan. This year we focussed 
more on reading for pleasure as many children had been at home for a large part of 
2020 and then again at the beginning of 2021.  

 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I love all aspects of my job and developing reading for pleasure in my classroom has always been a 
passion. I find it very rewarding helping children find books they love, reading to children and getting 
them excited about books. I have been part of an OU/UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group run by Kathleen 
Faloon and Jill Queen since February 2021. In the short space of time I have been part of this group I 
have expanded my knowledge on children’s literature and developed skills in promoting reading for 
pleasure. 

As part of our first TRG session we completed an audit by OU/UKLA which reviewed our practice on 
our knowledge of children’s literature and other texts. I was already aware that this was an area I 
needed to develop. Having only taught for 5 years and not being an avid reader as a child I knew my 
own knowledge of children’s literature was the first step in improving my ability to develop reading for 
pleasure further in my classroom. Completing the audit confirmed this was an area I should develop. 
Research by Cremin et al, (2014) indicates this is a key to developing children’s reading for pleasure. 

When I began my OU/UKLA TRG journey I planned to make developing my knowledge of children’s 
literature my focus. However, being a part of the Literacy working party in my school allowed me to also 
develop reading for pleasure pedagogies in our school.  

This year at Newton Farm we took part in the Scottish Book Trust’s First Ministers Reading Challenge. 
The aim of the challenge is to help children develop a love of reading. As this was a focus in our 
Improvement Plan it was the perfect challenge for our school to take on and allowed me to investigate 
different reading for pleasure pedagogy. 

Before the FMRC and OU/UKLA Teacher’s Reading Group I always ensured my class were read to 
everyday for enjoyment purposes only. Using the OU/UKLA Whole School Development Children’s 
Reading Survey showed that 97% of my class agreed that I read to them everyday. 78% also said that 
they love being read to everyday. This was encouraging as it demonstrated to me that I already had in 
place aspects of reading for pleasure.  

Aims  

● To improve my knowledge of children’s literature 
● To improve my knowledge of children’s poets 
● To be confident recommending texts to children  
● Encourage ‘Pupil Voice’ when making decisions on reading pedagogies  
● Embed RfP in everyday practice  



 

 
 

Outline 

To improve my knowledge of children’s literature I: 

● Researched book recommendations made during my Teachers’ Reading Group sessions 
● Kept up to date with recommendations and book releases on Twitter 
● Made an effort to read children’s literature in my own time  
● Used the Scottish Book Trusts’ ‘Book Lists’ for books under specific 

genres  

To improve my knowledge of children’s poets I: 

● Researched poetry recommendations made during my Teachers’ 
Reading Group sessions 

● Read ‘Building Communities of Engaged Readers: Reading for 
Pleasure’ by Cremin, Teresa; Mottram, Marilyn; Collins, Fiona M.; 
Powell, Sacha and Safford, Kimberly (2014), in particular the section 
of case studies which shared the most commonly known poets to 
teachers and then at the end of the project the new poets the teachers 
had discovered.  

● Started reading a poem to my class everyday. I discovered this idea 
by Sarah Grady from the ‘Examples of Practice: Teachers’ knowledge 
of children’s literature and other texts’ on The Open University 
Reading for Pleasure website. This idea gave myself and my pupils 
the opportunity to discover new poets together. Some weeks we 
focussed on themes such as comedy or nature. Other weeks we 
focussed on a poet such as T.S. Eliot or Jackie Kay. At the end of the 
week the children would vote for their favourite and this poem would 
be added to our ‘Poe-Tree’.  

As part of the Literacy working party within my school we worked hard this 
year to ensure pupil voice was included in any decisions we made for the 
school or I made for my class. Examples of this are: 

● I allowed my children to vote on books I had selected for our enjoyment book 
● The pupils in my class vote for their favourite poem to go on the ‘Poe-Tree’ 
● The Reading Ambassadors organised events throughout the year and choose books for the 

school to buy 
● During lockdown I created ‘Bookflix’ for P4-7 pupils to enjoy during World Book Day. This was 

an idea I came across on Twitter over a year ago but hadn’t found the best use for it yet. The 
children could choose whichever books they wanted to listen to an extract of. 

I am fully aware of the struggles to get children to enjoy reading. Something I struggled with myself 
as a child and adult. My focus this year has been to be consistent with small, but effective strategies for 
the children to develop a love of reading. At Newton Farm we celebrate World Book Day and Book 
Week but we are fully aware that those ‘sunshine’ moments are not going to get children to develop a 
love of reading. Ways I have approached this this year have been: 

● To read to my class every day for enjoyment  
● To get children excited about books and authors through Author’s Live events or through ‘book 

chats’ in the classroom  
● To provide DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time to my class everyday  

Although my aim was to focus on developing my knowledge of children’s literature, this has led to many 
more opportunities to learn and expand my knowledge of reading for pleasure. All of the approaches 



 

 
 

outlined in this section have had not only a positive impact on my pupils’ reading journey but on my 
own reading journey, as a reader for my children and as a reader for myself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Impact 

The impact of improving my knowledge of children’s literature which has then led to many other areas 
of reading for pleasure being explored has been extremely positive.  

I feel more confident when recommending texts to my pupils and if I am unsure on what to 
recommend, I am aware of useful websites which can help me. I have enjoyed exploring new 
authors and I have been able to not only recommend books to pupils but to other staff for their own 
children. This process has made me aware of books that I can recommend to suit pupils' hobbies, 
personalities and interests. Some pupils from my class shared how my recommendations helped with 
their enjoyment of reading.  

“I used to not be a big reader at home but I think I am now a decent reader in school. I used to not 
know what genre of books I liked but I really like reading football books now.” - Reiss  

“What motivated me to read was because in class my teacher was reading books to me and during 
home learning she read ‘When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit’. My parents bought me the book so I could 
read along.” - Chloe 

"Our school has worked so hard and we have been so on top of our reading this year. I loved DEAR 
time as I had the power to choose whichever book I liked. I used to think reading was a punishment 
and I didn't know the right books but now I love it because my teacher has recommended good books. I 
even read at home now." - Sarah  

Improving my knowledge of children’s poets has been an extremely enjoyable process for 
myself and my pupils. My children regularly remind me or ask about our poem of the day, creating a 
buzz in the classroom as well as some heated discussions when their favourite poem does not win!  

“Since doing poems everyday I’ve enjoyed listening to them because they’ve made my imagination 
grow wild because I have been going to different places.” - Brandon 

“I like hearing new poems and getting to choose the poems that will go on the ‘Poe-Tree’.” - Mia  

“I didn’t really like poems but now because I hear one everyday I really look forward to hearing them 
and choosing which one I like.” - Grace 

Pupil voice has had a positive impact on all aspects of our reading journey. Our Reading 
Ambassadors loved helping make decisions and plan events.  

“I liked being a Reading Ambassador because I love reading and it's made me read even more!” - Holly  

"I love that because I was a Reading Ambassador, I inspired children in the school to read. The 
activities we have organised such as Bookflix and Blind Date with a Book are all very creative." - 
Mukhtar 

“I thought being a Reading Ambassador would be boring but I love it.” - Darwin 

In the classroom the children enjoyed DEAR time as they could bring in books from home or choose 
books from the class library. I also noticed lots of children choosing poetry books after the ‘Poe-Tree’ 
was embedded in our classroom.  

“We do a lot of DEAR time and I feel it helps me take my mind off stuff.” - Robbie 

Children who accessed ‘Bookflix’ when learning from home were able to chat about the books they had 
listened to during an informal ‘book chat’ on Google Meet. One child enjoyed ‘Bookflix’ so much she 



 

 
 

asked her Mum to buy her the series of one of the books. Since returning to school in March she has 
been making her way through the books and is always keen to share what is happening in her books. 

Using the OU/UKLA Whole School Development Children’s Reading Survey allowed me to compare 
the impact the TRG sessions have had on my class. I carried out a survey on our return to school in 
March and then again at the end of the school year in June. One of the improvements that I am most 
proud of is that 59% of my class now say that they ‘love reading’ compared to 25% back in 
March. This makes me very excited for the impact there could be a year from now. Another 
comparison was how much we talk about books in class and what individual children are reading. In 
March 34% of the class said that they chat about the book they have chosen to read, this has risen to 
55%. 

Events organised by the Scottish Book Trust this year have been excellent. After a Zoom call with the 
author Benjamin Dean I had five pupils, all of whom were not keen readers at the beginning of the year, 
arrive the next day with his book ‘Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow’. Thank goodness for 
Amazon Prime!  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The most rewarding part of this journey has been being able to see my 
pupils' relationship towards reading change. I had many children who were 
keen readers both in school and at home and I am delighted to say this hasn’t 
changed. However, the children who could read but chose not to were the 
pupils I wanted to draw my attention to. I now have children ask me on a daily 
basis ‘When are we reading the next chapter of our book?’ or asking me ‘Miss, 
which poem has been your favourite this week?’. These small but significant 
conversations have shown me that there is a positive reading culture in my 
classroom. Not from writing book reviews or answering questions on books but 
from time being made for children to read and listen to a book that they have 
chosen and that they enjoy.  

I plan on continuing to have a ‘Poe-Tree’ whichever stage I am teaching. I will make a conscious effort 
to continue to discover and share different children’s literature with pupils and I will always make time 
for reading for pleasure in my classroom.  

 


