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CONTEXT

We are a small school in Glasgow with most children 
living in SIMD 1 and 2 with many having English as an 
additional language. We work in Primary 1 and 2 and 

have done since 2019. We enjoy reading ourselves 
and wanted to create a reading for pleasure culture 

in our classrooms. Due to Covid 19 restrictions, we 
have found this challenging and thought this 

research would benefit our learners.



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION 
AND RATIONALE

We have been focussing on literacy development as part of our school
improvement plan and believe Reading for Pleasure will help to address part of
the poverty related attainment gap in our school.

We have chosen to develop our Reading for Pleasure Pedagogy with a
focus on Social reading environments.

We believed that many of our children are not being read to or read at
home and due to Covid restrictions we haven’t been able to use our school
library and learners haven’t been able to visit the library. We have many
boys who are reluctant readers and a number of learners who struggle with
literacy and as the research states that reading for pleasure develops
literacy skills, we felt this would be a way to improve the literacy skills of our
learners.

Research states that we cannot force children to enjoy reading but “we can
entice and engage them as readers, and create relaxed invitational spaces for
reading” (Cremin, 2019) to build children’s desire to read.



AIMS

▶ Improve Reading for Pleasure among boys.

▶ Increase enjoyment of reading.

▶ Develop an outdoor social reading environment.



FINDINGS

▶ 58% of our learners don’t enjoy reading.

▶ 47% don’t believe they are good readers.

▶ 41% don’t read at home.

▶ 22% are not being read to at home.
▶ Most learners stated they enjoy story books and picture books and a high

percentage stated that enjoy comics and non-fiction.

▶ Many learners also stated that they enjoy reading outside in the playground, 
particularly on the grassy hill outside our classrooms.



OUTLINE
▶ We made time in our weekly timetable for choosing books to read for

pleasure within the classroom, encouraging learners to read in a
‘comfy’ space with their friends.

▶ We have created a portable library that can be taken outdoors to
encourage learners to read in the playground during ‘choosing time’.

▶ We’ve bought den building resources to take outside to allow children
to build their own reading spaces.

▶ We’ve taken pupils outside for teacher-led reading aloud and they
have chosen to take story books outside to read to each other.

▶ We’ve brought cushions and beanbags into our classrooms to
develop ‘comfy’ reading spaces.

▶ We now ask pupils to vote every day on a book for the end of the day
story time.

▶ We have also noticed that we had a lack of non-fiction texts in our
class libraries and have now brought some in to encourage reading of
different types of texts.



OUTDOOR READING



‘COMFY’ READING SPACES



IMPACT

▶ Pupils are making links between what we read aloud as a class and what they
are choosing to read independently for pleasure. They are making links
between what they read and what they are learning in class and their own
experiences. For example, when learning about vets as part of our topic, a pupil
noticed a picture of a dog drinking from a bowl of water in a non-fiction book
she was reading.

▶ Learners are now choosing to read without encouragement from adults. For
example, after coming in from lunch some children chose magazines from the
portable library and took them to their desks to read.

▶ Children are beginning to share books they enjoy reading at home and like to
bring them in for us to read as a class.

▶ Reluctant readers are now enjoying choosing books to read for pleasure and
are no longer worried about ‘not being able to read the words’. They are now
looking at the pictures and using them to tell the story.

▶ Pupils are enjoying opportunities to share their books with each other and enjoy
listening to each other reading their chosen stories.



NEXT STEPS

▶ We will continue to develop our outdoor social 
reading environments.

▶ We will begin to implement reading for 
pedagogy in the upper school.

▶ We will carry out an audit of our school library to
ensure we have a range of non-fiction texts and
those which promote diversity and empathy.
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