
Example of Practice - Reading for Pleasure - Tipi Readers, SPAIN 

Tipi Readers Book Clubs - (reading camps) 

 
 

 

OU Research inspiration and rationale: 

Tipi Readers is a Spanish project inspired by the Open University Research on Reading 

for Pleasure and the Pedagogy developed with the TaR´s research evidence. 

We are two partners: Bibiana comes from the publishing world and Silvia comes from 

the children’s events organization industry. Our goal is helping children become future 

readers / readers for life, through implementing the Reading for Pleasure pedagogy. 

We have attended a series of webinars offered by Flying High English Hub for schools 

on Looking at Reading for Pleasure with fresh eyes, and other webinars on the subject 

by Michael Rosen, Teresa Cremin, and others. We currently take part in the Teacher’s 

Reading Group led by Chichester University. We have completed the Developing 

Reading for Pleasure: engaging young readers free course at the Open University. 

This example of practice takes place at the Real Monasterio de Santa Isabel School 

(Barcelona, Spain), by Tipi Readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CONTEXT: 

The Real Monasterio de Santa Isabel School is a very big school. It goes from preschool 

up to A-levels. In each school year, there are four classes, with an average of 20 to 25 

students, therefore there are almost 100 students per year group. 

During primary stage, the first half an hour of the school day is devoted to 

independent reading.  

There is no library at the school, although they are raising funds to make one. This 

means children have to bring their books from home, or grab some books from the 

“classroom library” which sometimes is no more than a few old books in a classroom 

shelf. 

Although children have the time to read, in many cases they lack access to good 

books or tailor-made recommendations from their teachers. The responsibility of 

choice is, at the moment, laid upon each family. Not all families have the time or the 

knowledge to find the best books for their children, so the choice is uneven across 

each classroom. 

As pointed out in the TaR’s Research (Cremin et al., 2014) children benefit most from 

independent reading when they are presented with a wide range of good books that 

might interest them. They also benefit from teachers who have knowledge of 

children’s literature and other texts, and of their students as readers. 

During primary school, children are asked to read at home every day for 10 minutes, 

the amount of time increases as the years go on. Parents are asked to sign children’s 

journals on a daily basis, stating the time devoted to independent reading and the 

language, since it’s a trilingual school (Spanish-Catalán-English). There is a lot of 

emphasis in the reading habit but little or no book recommendations. 

Children’s reading speed is measured regularly but there is not a Reading for Pleasure 

culture. 



The aim of our case study was to widen our own and the children’s knowledge of 

children’s literature and other texts and to put into practice the reading for pleasure 

pedagogy, through its 4 strands, with emphasis on book chat and recommendations.  

We talked to many parents, and they were excited and eager about the idea of getting 

some book recommendations and guidance. 

So, we put together two initiatives and offered them to the school: 

1. A talk for families about the importance of reading aloud as a door to foster 

reading for pleasure in their families. 

2. A workshop for children in which we included the four strands of the RfP 

Pedagogy. 

 

 



 Part 1: PILOT  
(Reading workshops and Talk on RfP) 

Summer term, 2021 

 

AIMS: 

- To create awareness among families about the importance of Reading-Aloud to 

their children. 

- To create awareness of the benefits of Reading for Pleasure. 

- To foster a Reading for Pleasure culture in our school and their families. 

- To introduce children to a diverse range of quality books covering different 

genres from picture books to first chapter books, comics, graphic novels, non-

fiction books, classics, etc. and to broaden their knowledge of books. 

- To get first hand practice introducing a Reading for Pleasure pedagogy. 

- Explore children’s reactions to our reading aloud, setting, etc. 

- Encourage book talk amongst children and peer recommendations. 

 

 

 



OUTLINE: 

We offered our children’s school, Real Monasterio de Santa Isabel, a pilot for children 

from 5 to 8 years old (Year 1, Year2 and Year 3). This means almost 300 children came 

in small groups to our reading workshops.  

We got a small company, Tipi Fiestas, to support us by lending us a couple of tepees 

for three months, to create a cosy social reading environment.  The school added in 

some cushions and lent as a wonderful space for our workshops. 

We chose books from our family libraries and brought our children’s favourites. 

1. Families were informed by the children’s tutors through their school journals 

of the day in which each of them was invited to participate in our reading 

workshops. 

2. We asked children to bring their favourite book and share why the liked it, 

hoping to get some peer recommendations to one another.  

3. We asked them if their parents or someone at home read aloud to them. 

 

4. Then we would read aloud a story or an excerpt from a book and talk about it 

afterwards. 



5. We offered them a book tasting, letting them pair up in small groups or 

individually for some independent reading. 

6. They would gather in our tepees and cushions scattered around the room.  

7. During this time, we would play some classical music in the background 

creating a calmed and relaxed atmosphere. 

8. We handed out a leaflet with some book recommendations for them to take 

home. 

9. We offered an online talk for families on reading aloud to our children and the 

benefits of reading for pleasure. 

 

IMPACT: 

1. Families and teachers 

 

Families responded well and everybody was happy for their children to attend one of 

our FREE reading workshops which took please during their lunch break (just after 

lunch, before going back to class). They lasted 30 to 40 minutes. 

The school was very helpful and excited about our project. School coordinators (Pre-

school and Primary) supported us with their enthusiasm, and helped us coordinate our 

workshops. 

2. Children’s Favourite Book 



In general, children brought very poor choices, old books, books for beginners’ 

readers, a lot of Disney… and they didn’t quite know how to explain why they liked 

them. Talking about books takes a little practice and children benefit from some 

modelling. 

3. Reading aloud at home 

We asked children if they read aloud to them at home and sadly from 6 years old 

onwards many of them said they didn’t. Some said they were old enough now and 

HAD to read for themselves. Others said Alexa (the Amazon robot) read stories aloud 

to them.  
4. Reading aloud 

We tried different types of 

books for reading aloud. With 

younger children we read our 

favourite picture books, those 

we loved reading at home to 

our children and they were 

always a success. 



The most popular ones among older children where books with humour, classics like 

Petit Nicolas by Sempere & Goscinny, or modern ones like Dumpster Dog! by Colas 

Gutman and Marc Boutavant. They would laugh out loud and then go on to share the 

jokes with their friends. This meant that children came excited to our reading groups, 

expecting to have a good time and find out about those funny books first hand. A good 

example of children’s expectations through peer recommendations, looking forward 

to enjoying what others had enjoyed through book chat.  

The more we read a story, the better we got at it and we could see the effect of that in 

the children’s engagement with the story. 

 

5. Book tasting and 

independent reading 

Children loved this part in which we introduced 

a few books and they raised their hand if they 

were interested in reading or browsing through it. If there was more than one child 

interested, they would share or take turns. Some preferred to read with a friend others 

chose to read / browse individually. This helped widening children’s repertoire of 

books they could enjoy. 



 

6. Social reading environments tepees and 

cushions 

Our tepees where a huge success! We invited 

children to relax and lay down on our cushions 

and listen to us reading aloud to them as if they 

were at home. 
7. Classical music 

This had an amazing impact on the atmosphere, it soothed children for whom it was 

hard to keep still, and worked as magic on the room atmosphere…   

8. Book recommendations 

We gave out a small leaflet with some book recommendations (mostly books we 

offered them during our book tastings) and the children were thrilled to take them 

home and show their parents which books they wanted by pointing out to the covers. 

Parents were very grateful to receive some recommendations endorsed by children’s 

enthusiasm. 

 

9. Talk for families: Reading aloud as a door to reading for pleasure  



More than 60 families attended our online talk. The feedback was great, although 

we realized we had concentrated more on the theoretical aspects and less on the 

practical side. So, families were convinced but didn’t know really where or how to 

start, they needed guidance and book recommendations. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

- Children were excited to come to our reading workshops. 

- Book talk and peer recommendations increased. 

- Children’s knowledge of children’s literature expanded by exposing them to 

new titles and authors. 

- Families learned about the importance of reading aloud. 

- We decided to go for it and create a Reading Club as an extra-curricular 

activity for the next school year and the school was very happy to support us. 

Families’ feedback was also very encouraging. 

- We also decided to continue offering our talk for families, including a more 

practical part with tips and examples about how to read aloud with your 

children and some book recommendations.  

 
 

 



 

 

Part 2: BOOK CLUB  
(extra-curricular activity) 

School Year 2021-22 

 

AIMS 

The pilot had proven very successful, and we extracted some valuable learnings. We 

decided to explore further to: 

- Continue increasing children’s knowledge of book genres and authors. 

- Encouraging book chat and peer recommendations. 

- Awareness of families and teachers about reading aloud and Reading for 

Pleasure. 

 

− Getting the children familiar with the book industry (authors, illustrators, 

publishers, librarians…) 

- Creating a community of readers across the school. 

- To attract reluctant readers or readers with difficulties and help them fall in 

love with stories, taking away the pressure.  

- Increase independent reading. 



 

OUTLINE: 

After our successful pilot reading workshops, we offered the school a Book Club as an 

extra-curricular activity, extending the age groups to children from 4- to 9-year-olds 

(Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4) and a new talk for parents which will 

take place after Easter. 

 

1. We put together a little leaflet in which we stated some very important issues 

regarding books and reading. Children HAD to know in our book clubs they 

were not going to be MADE TO READ or be asked READING COMPREHENSION 

QUESTIONS, they were invited to join us, listen, browse, and fall in love with 

stories. Independent reading was welcomed but we didn’t want reluctant 

readers or children with reading difficulties, not to feel invited to our book 

clubs or be put off by extra compulsory reading. 



 

2. The school invited us to visit every class for 10 minutes during the first two 

weeks of school to introduce our Book Club and invite children to inscribe 

themselves to this NEW extra-curricular activity. We read an excerpt of one of 

our favourite books, or chose one of our top picture books for the younger 

ones and gave away our leaflets which spoke directly at the children and had 

instructions for parents on what we would be aiming at in our Book Clubs and 

where and how to inscribe their children. 

 

 

3. We bought two IKEA trolleys and visited second hand bookshops weekly to get 

together an interesting itinerary library for our students. We found some 

absolute gems and continued using books from our home libraries. A few 

children’s publishing houses donated some books, so we had some old but gold 



from the 2nd hand bookshops, shiny and new books from the publishing houses, 

plus some family favourites from our homes. 

 

4. We bought several tepees in different sizes and created a real reading camp.   

5. A regular day at our Reading Club would include all 4 strands of the Reading 

for Pleasure Pedagogy: 

o Social Reading Environments: Tepees & classical music 

o Reading aloud: By Silvia & Bibiana 

o Independent Reading: Time for reading / browsing 

o Book chat: It gradually happened more and more spontaneously.  

 

 

6. We created children book club membership cards and a password which we 

would renovate on a regular basis.   

7. We arranged special visits from: 

o Children’s Author: Paula F. Bobadilla 

o Librarian: from our neighbourhood Library A Peu de Pàgina. 

o Children’s Publisher: Flamboyant Publishing House  

8. We also organized a visit to our local second-hand bookshop. We asked 

children to bring 2€ so that they could buy one book each. The book shop 

doesn’t normally open at lunchtime, but the owner was happy to open it 

especially for us. 

 



 

9.  We participated in an initiative on the World Read-Aloud day with the children’s 

publishing house Flamboyant. They organized a live read-aloud of Amy Timberlake’s 

book, Skunk and Badger, in which different people from the publishing industry 

participated reading a chapter (editors, authors, illustrators, librarians…) One of our 

students from 3rd grade participated in the live read-aloud and was the star of the 

show! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMPACT 

1. Leaflet and invitation 

This had an amazing impact, within two weeks of offering our Book Club as an 

extracurricular activity we had 100 children subscribed, 20% of the children from each 

course! For the younger children it was essential so that the information got to their 

parents. Teachers put our leaflet inside their journals to make sure their parents got 

them. For older students it was fun to read, and we added in an element of mystery 

talking about a secret book club and sharing a password. 

2. Class visits to promote our Book Clubs 

This was a lot of fun. Children were intrigued as we left them on cliff hungers, or read 

one of our favourite picture books, and responded very well to our visits. 

3. Itinerary library 

 



This has been an essential part of our Book Club. Since there is not a library at our 

school yet, being able to purchase books on a low budget was essential for us in order 

to give the children access to a wide and varied range of good books.  

As the first term came to an end, we decided to introduce the opportunity for children 

to take home our books since we realised, they did not have enough time during our 

sessions to engage on chapter books. Or perhaps they simply wanted to take home 

one of their favourite picture books to share with their families. 

This removed any boundaries between reading at school and at home, and got 

children excited about sharing, and recommending titles to one another and queuing 

up for the most popular books. 

4. A social reading 

environment with tepees 

and classical music 

Our tepee camp was an 

immediate success. Children 

absolutely LOVED them. We 

decided during the first part they 

would sit on our blanket and listen 

to our read-aloud and during the 

second half of our book club 

meeting they are allowed to 

browse through the trollies 

searching for books that might catch their eye. Silvia and Bibiana would be around 

recommending books and reading aloud to smaller groups. Children would gather 

around inside our tepees, in pairs, small groups and individually. We continued to play 

classical music, in particular Yiruma. 

 

5. A regular day includes the four pillars of the RfP pedagogy. 



We modelled our Book Club sessions with the 4 strands of the Reading for Pleasure 

Pedagogy and attended to all of them during our sessions.  

 

6. Membership cards 

This was especially 

exciting for younger 

children. We devoted 

one of the sessions to 

creating these 

membership cards, and 

put them in a plastic 

holder with a lace to put 

around your neck. At the 

beginning of our book 

club sessions one 

volunteer would hand 

out the membership cards. They really enjoyed it and it was helpful for us to learn the 

children’s names faster. Each had their photograph included taken from the school 

year annuary. This also helped to see themselves as readers. 

7. Special Visits 

These were great moments that would break routine and be something exciting to 

look forward to by the children.  

Author visit: Paula F. Bobadilla visited us and read a few short chapters from her book 

Tinta. The children were impressed by having an author in flesh and blood and asked 

questions about the story... Was it all true? 

Librarian visit: On the Book shop world-day we got our local book shop owner to come 

and explain to the children what her work was about. She brought different types of 

books and explained to the children how books could be used for different purposes: 

having a good time, look up information, etc. She handed out a calendar for each of 

the children and they were thrilled to have something to take home with them. 



Publishing house visit: The publishers from Flamboyant paid us a visit and explained a 

little bit about their job, parts of the book and did a little bit of reading aloud. 

 

8. Visit to our local second hand Book shop  

Children were super excited to leave school and visit our local second-hand bookshop. 

For many of them it was the first time they visited this book shop. Some children 

browsed and quickly found books that caught their attention. Among the books 

children chose, there were joke books, cookbooks, series books, Guinness World 

Records… Most children found something that excited them, others where indecisive 

and found it hard to make a choice. And a couple of children left empty handed. 

 

9. Read-Aloud Day initiative  

This initiative was fantastic to get children excited about our student’s participation. 

Our 3rd year student, Claudia, read aloud to her book club to practice her reading 

aloud, and we were all super exited. We were a team! This initiative triggered a book 

club for older children, organized by 5th grade primary students. 

 

 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

- In the social aspect of it, many students’ desire to come was triggered by their 

friends attending our book club.  

- We realized that in order to keep children interested, it is important to keep 

bringing new books and to prepare special activities or visits for them to look 

forward to. 

- Our social reading environment, not only the tepee camp but also de classical 

music, where very beneficial to create that pleasurable association with books 

and reading. 

-  Children started asking their parents to read aloud to them at home. 

- Their knowledge of children’s literature and the types of books available for 

them, increased.  

- We are looking to expand our book clubs up to 12-year-olds. 

- We would like to involve teachers through our enthusiasm and achievements, 

convincing them it's something worth investing their time in, on top of their 

workload and curriculum goals. 

- The TaRs research allowed us to use strategies that worked. It helped us 

understand how Reading for Pleasure is fostered, allowing us to make the most 

of our time with children by following the reading for pleasure pedagogy. 

- We would like to open our book clubs in other schools and are currently in 

conversations with some of the schools in our area. 

 

 


