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Context
We are third year BA Hons Primary Education with QTS students at University of 

Greenwich engaging in a children’s literature enhancement module.

We have experience in many schools across the south-east in EYFS, KS1 and KS2. 

Kelsey
• As my research project will 

look at children’s perception 
of reading for pleasure, I 
hope that the knowledge 
gained from this module will 
build a firm foundation for 
my own research.

• I am hoping to be in a Key 
Stage Two class where I have 
often observed a dislike for 
reading, so by having a wide 
variety of quality literature to 
rely will hopefully encourage 
children to enjoy reading!

Jocelyn
• I have loved reading ever 

since I remember my Nanna 
reading to me the Faraway 
Tree collection by Enid 
Blyton and imagining all 
those characters in my head, 
especially Moon face.

• I am really hoping that I can 
take this love of reading 
onto my final School 
Experience and 
hopefully share to Upper 
Key Stage 2 the 
diverse authors/books to 
spark their interest.

Ellie
• I grew up with a love of 

reading as I recall going to 
the library once a week and 
picking out books from my 
favourite authors, 
Jacqueline Wilson & Roald 
Dahl. 

• I am hoping to use the 
knowledge gained from this 
module to aid my practice 
during SE3 and beyond. I 
want to ensure that my 
knowledge of children's 
literature is diverse and 
current. 



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale

The Phase I Teachers as Readers research found that 

teachers knowledge of children’s literature was narrow

with a reliance upon their own limited knowledge and 

their own childhood favourites (Cremin et al., 2014).

To foster reading for pleasure and reader development, 

teachers need to have sufficient knowledge of children’s 

literature and other texts. By widening the repertoire of 

children’s literature and other texts, teachers can talk 

about texts, make tailored reader to reader 

recommendations and foster reading for pleasure (The 

Open University, 2021). 

Knowledge of children’s literature and of individual 

children and their reading interests is essential in order 

to develop young readers who can and do choose to 

read for pleasure – can recommend texts and create a 

community of readers (Cremin et al., 2014).

46% of teachers could name six 
authors.

- 62% mentioned Roald Dahl
- 29%  mentioned Michael Morpurgo
- 27% mentioned Jacqueline Wilson

- 25% mentioned J. K. Rowling

10% of teachers could name six 
poets.

- 37 % mentioned Michael Rosen
- 17% mentioned Allan Ahlberg

- 16% mentioned Roger McGough
- 14% mentioned Roald Dahl

(Cremin et al., 2008)



Aims

1. Reflect on our current knowledge of children's literature.

2. To develop our knowledge of a diverse range of authors and poets, and literature 
including picture books, books and poems → become less reliant on ‘literature 
legends’ such as Roald Dahl and Michael Morpurgo and to integrate a new range of 
current authors.

3. Engage as a community of readers to help broaden our knowledge of children’s 
literature.

4. To be able to identify well written, thoughtfully designed books and use these to 
outline opportunities for teaching.



Audits

Aim 1: Reflect 
on current 

knowledge 

Outline



Inclusion Reflecting Realities

Empathy

This text 6-11 years

Aim 2: 
Knowledge of 

diverse authors 
and texts

Outline

This text Yr 5-6

This text Yr5-6 (learning 
difficulties and speech 
disorders )

This text for Yr1-2

This text is for EYFS

From university 
sessions and our own 

research, we have 
collected books and 

poems which 
promote diversity.

Disabilities and hatred



Social media engagement

Aim 3: Engage 
as community 

of readers 

Outline



Reading for Pleasure 
Book Club

We have also been members of the Reading 
for Pleasure Book Club. This has continued to 
expose us to lots of authors and books which 
we then review individually or collaboratively 
reflect on a book and discuss how these can 
be used in the classroom. 

Aim 3: Engage as 
community of readers 

Outline



Outline

Aim 4 : 
Opportunities for 

teaching

In one of our sessions, we as trainee teachers 
read and evaluated the suitability of picture 
books and the potential they have within the 
classroom. This is intended to be an aid for 
teaching rather than a checklist.

The main aim of this tool is to identify 
the challenges within the text and then 
outline opportunities for teaching.

We now have a collection of books 
along with their text potential which 
could be used within our future 
classrooms.

Mapping Text Potential



Impact

• Accessed a range of new texts and authors 

from our sessions at university and by 

engaging as a community of readers. This 

has expanded our knowledge of authors, 

poets and a variety of texts.

• Feel more confident in using and 

recommending books within the 

classroom and igniting children’s passion 

for reading.

• Through social media and the use of 

websites such as book trust, we feel that 

we will be able to develop our knowledge 

beyond this module and throughout our 

teaching career.

Our 
knowledge 
of children’s 

literature 
now
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Reflections on Impact 
the TaRs research 
had on practice

It is evident that teacher’s 
knowledge of children’s 
literature is vital to developing 
a Reading for Pleasure 
pedagogy and fostering this 
within the classroom. 

We want to continue 
making connections with 
other teachers, authors, 

poets and literacy 
organisations so that we 

can develop our 
knowledge.

To put this into 
practice: use our 

expanded 
knowledge to 

provide a variety of 
literature in 

children’s reading 
environment.

We wish to develop 
our knowledge of 

other types of texts 
e.g., non-fiction, 
graphic novels. 

Use this knowledge to 
share with children 

literature which relates 
to them as individuals. 
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