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So who are we… 

We are BA (Hons) Primary Education students at the University of Greenwich 
currently in our third and final year. We have been participating in an enhancement 
course around Children’s Literature with the aims of deepening our understanding 

and appreciation for literature, through picture books, novels and poems created for 
children. We have also been developing our own teachers as readers pedagogy.

Context



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale

TaRs found that in order to foster RfP effectively, teachers need to develop:

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

2. Knowledge of children’s reading practice

3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

4. As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach

5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. (from Cremin et al., 2014, above).

Social reading 
environments

Reading aloud
Informal book talk, inside-

text talk and 
recommendations

Independent 
reading



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale ctd.

Cremin argued that educationalists need to pay more attention to children's 
preferences and perceptions of themselves as readers to ensure that learners 
choose to read for life.

It is imperative for us therefore, as future teachers, to improve our own knowledge 
of children’s literature as well as reflecting on our own reading practices if we want 
to build communities of readers within our primary classrooms (Cremin et al., 2014).

We have decided to focus on 'Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who 

teach' because of the clear benefits that this will provide to our future pedagogy, as 

exemplified in the above research.

Cremin et al. (2014) identified how 

becoming a Reading Teacher has a 

positive impact on pupils' achievement in 

the classroom and on their reading for 

pleasure pedagogy.

Reading for pleasure has been 

proven to have numerous benefits 

including encouraging intrinsic 

motivation to read (Clark and 

Rumbold, 2006).

The importance of emotional 

engagement in reading

The OU research found that when 

teachers develop their pedagogy to 

become Reader Teachers, they 

begin to reflect on the impact of text 

as well as demonstrating 

an increased awareness of the 

significance of all readers’ personal 

preferences.



Our Aims
• To reflect on our own reading journey and habits and 

consider how this has influenced us as Reading 
Teachers.

• To increase and develop our knowledge around a range 
of children's authors, in particular children's poets, to 
enhance reading for pleasure.

• To consider how to use a range of books and stories in 
our classroom effectively to ensure children develop a 
love of reading.

• To become part of a community of readers that will 
support us in our development as Reading Teachers.



Outline - Initial Survey At the start of our course we both took 
the 'Reading teachers: Teachers who read
and readers who teach, review your practice initial 
survey', whilst reflecting on the teachers that we 
had become during our most recent school 
experience.

This survey showed us that:
- We both do not share enough of our reading 
lives with the children that we teach.
- Although we are both avid and enthusiastic 
readers who love to read we did not share this 
enthusiasm with the children in our class.
- We both do not consider ourselves confident 
Reading Teachers.

But this is what we wish to change.

Reading Teachers



Outline - Initial Survey At the start of our course we both took 
the 'Teachers' knowledge of children's literature 
and other texts, review your practice initial 
survey' to acknowledge and think about the 
authors and books that we know.

This survey showed us that:
- Between the both of us, one has a 
good knowledge of children's picture book authors 
with the other having a good knowledge of chapter 
book authors.
- We both agreed that our knowledge of children's 
poets needs to be improved.

In order to become amazing Reading 
Teachers we must improve our 

knowledge of children's literature.

Teachers' knowledge of children's 
literature and other text



Outline – Ellie's reading river
Reading rivers show the journey of reading 
over a set period of time. In this case I have 
recorded my reading river from a young age 
to now. From this reading river I was able to 
see that it was clear that I enjoyed reading as 
a child but lost my passion during higher 
education. However, recently I have found 
this passion that I had for reading as a child 
again and put this into developing my reading 
knowledge of children's books as well as 
reading for pleasure in my own time.

How can I share my reading river with my own 
class:

- After sharing my reading river with my class I 
could then invite children to make their own. 
- I could introduce children in my class to books 
that I enjoyed which featured on my own reading 
river.



Outline – Suzie's reading river

From completing my reading river, I 
realised how much I had rekindled my 
love of reading during the coronavirus 

lockdown as I had more spare time. 
This has shown to me how important it 
is to give children ample time to read 
for pleasure in my classroom as they 
may not necessarily have lots of time 

to read at home.

I also noticed that when I was a child, I 
loved to read with other people, 
especially my mum and brother 

because we got to experience books 
together. Now I am older, I share a lot 

of books with my friends and family 
and discuss books online, highlighting 

the value of being part of a reading 
community.



Outline - Reading Habits (1 hour of the day)

To look more in-depth at our own reading habits we took 1 hour of the day to identify how 
much we read. This activity showed us that we read more than we originally thought.

Reading does not need to just be books, as 
we both discussed we read lots during the 

day as well as books. This can be seen 
through the mind map that we created:



Outline - Workshops

Our workshops during our enhancement course around children’s literature have enabled 
us to improve our own knowledge of children’s texts. During our workshops, we have 
been able to immerse ourselves in a range of children’s texts, including picturebooks and 
novels.

Within these workshops we have explored:

Children's books which 
children find 

interesting from a range of 
different themes such as 

those with diverse 
characters and wordless 

picturebooks among others.

How to teach children 
reading effectively whilst 
also developing our own 

reading aloud pedagogies

How to unpick texts to 
link books to other themes 

and learning and 
developing our knowledge 

of a range of authors.

Key teaching pedagogies 
to engage children when 
reading aloud and how to 
choose the best books for 
reading aloud sessions.

In addition to these 
sessions, we have also had 

the opportunity to hear 
from two guest speakers. 
One from the CLPE who 

enhanced our knowledge 
of poetry and someone 

from Amnesty 
International who showed 

us how children’s 
literature can be used to 

introduce children to 
sensitive topics.



Outline - Story Telling

During one of our enhancement 
sessions, we practiced ways in which we as 

teachers can confidently story tell. This 
session highlighted the difference between telling 

stories and reading books aloud to children. We 
learnt that both reading aloud and story telling are 

important and should be used in the classroom.
Our own story idea using the 5-hand strategy

1. Elfie and Selfie are the best of elf friends and have always helped each other with 
every toy they make.
2. Elfie and Selfie were told to go and see Mr C so they travelled across the North 
Pole to find Mr C
3. Mr C told Elfie and Selfie that he wanted to take them on a special mission on 
Christmas Eve to help deliver the presents to every boy and girl and also keep 
check on the reindeers who like to eat the presents.
4. So Elfie and Selfie wrapped all of the presents that Cupid and Comet tried to eat 
and helped Mr C make sure that every child had all of the correct presents.
5. Elfie and Selfie returned to the North Pole where they ate mince pies and sung 
Christmas carols all day long and had a very long sleep!



Outline - Text Mapping

Another way we developed our pedagogies to become 
better Reader Teachers was through text mapping. 

We identified various features of the book which 
could be highlighted to children, e.g. grammatical 

features, text type and historical context. We found 
this particularly useful as it showed us how many ways 

there are to use just one book. Thinking about the 
themes in the book enabled us to identify cross-

curricular links the book has as well.



Outline - Reading for Pleasure Book Club

To help advance our knowledge of children's literature, we have created and become part of a student 

teacher book club at our university.

As part of the book club, we have become aware of the importance of having a community of readers to talk 

about what we have read with. This has enabled us to share our thoughts with others and gain 

recommendations from fellow student teachers.

As part of the book 

club, we have 

become aware of 

various children's 

books related to 

themes. Here is the 

book club padlet 

with some of our 

contributions to 

different themes:

Also, we have explored our own reading 

reflections and ideas for how to use specific texts 

in a classroom. Here is an example of ideas 

explored using post-it-notes for 'The Invisible' by 

Tom Percival:



The Power of Twitter

We have discovered that twitter, as well as other social media platforms, 

can be great places to engage with a community of readers online and 

even interact with authors! The 'Primary School Book Club' happens 

each month on twitter and is a fantastic way of discovering new books 

and learning ideas from other teachers.

Outline



Outline - Poetry Workshop with the CLPE
We were fortunate enough to attend an online workshop run by the CLPE which allowed us to improve 

our knowledge of how to use poetry in the classroom. Throughout the workshop, we were exposed to 

many new poets and poetry collections that we were not aware of beforehand. For example, we 

became familiar with Shirley Hughes, Kate Wakeling and Matt Goodfellow.

Here are a few poems we explored:



Outline - The Reading Environment
Creating a reading space Instilling a love for reading within the 

classroom.

During my school experience my aim was to get the children in my 
class to love reading and love books. To do this I began a 'Miss Joynes' 
book of the day' initiative whereby I would choose my favourite book 
which I would read to the children during story time. The book would 
sit on my desk all day waiting for story time.

The children got very excited about what my new book would be every 
day and loved to hear the stories that I would tell them.

One story which the 
children wanted to read 

over and over again was I 
say ohh, you say aah by 

John Kane. This book 
offered opportunity for the 

readers help to tell the story 
by responding to simple 

verbal or visual cues.

Throughout our enhancement course we have learnt 
lots around how crucial it is to create a classroom 
environment which promotes reading for pleasure 
and helps us to enhance our Readers Teachers 
approach.

Putting shelves around 
the classroom with lots 
of books which children 

can immerse themselves 
in.

Photocopying an image 
from a book and then 

giving children time to 
post-it note their 
thoughts before 

unpicking the text.

Including series of books 
from the same author so 
that if children love one 
book, they might want to 

read other books from 
the same author.

Creating set time for 
reading for pleasure and 
allowing children to read 

wherever they feel 
comfortable e.g under 

desks and with bean bags.

Give children time to read aloud to each 
other with a range of books that they 
choose. Enable them to feel like the 

teacher to promote reading.



Impact- Post Survey
Following our enhancement course, we 
have taken the 'Teachers' knowledge of 
children's literature and other texts' survey 
again to see if our overall knowledge has 
improved.

As can be seen, we have both improved our 
knowledge of children's book authors and 
can name many new authors that we have 
encountered throughout the course.

We have also both improved our 
knowledge of children's poets, which was 
something we were both lacking before 
the course. The CLPE workshop 
significantly helped us with this and 
improved our confidence in using poetry in 
the classroom.

Teachers' knowledge of children's 
literature and other texts



Impact

• We have become part of a community of readers with our fellow student 
teachers online and at the university. This has encouraged us to find 
new authors and share recommendations.

• Through increasing our knowledge of a range of diverse texts and poems, we 
now feel more able to choose texts which are suited to our pupils and give 
children choice over which texts they want to read.

• Through considering our own reading histories, we have learnt about ourselves 
as readers. We can share this with our future classes to demonstrate to our 
pupils our own reading identities.

• Now that we consider ourselves as readers who teach and teachers who read, 
we feel more confident in promoting reading for pleasure and in 
creating a positive reading community within our classroom which will 
incorporate lots of book talk.



Reflections on Impact the TaRs Research 
had on Practice

Next Steps in our Journey to Become Reader Teachers
• Finding out children’s interests and using our knowledge of books to link and recommend 

books to children to promote a love for reading in our students.
• We wish to be able to change reluctant readers perceptions of what reading is whilst 

inspiring all children to read new books which could be outside of their comfort zones.
• In our future classrooms, we aim to share our own reading preferences with children and 

staff.
• Immerse children in a world of reading for pleasure to encourage them to share book 

recommendations and discuss books using book talk.



"A book is a 
gift you can 
open again 
and again."

- Garrison Keillor
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