
The School Library Association have celebrated the winners of the 2020 
Information Book Awards in National Nonfiction November and 
announced that the recipient of the Hachette Children's Group Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Information 
Books to mark an exceptional contribution to 
excellence in their field Anita Ganeri –Known 
for her lively writing style and ability to relate 

sophisticated subject matter in an accessible and engaging way for 
children, Anita is the recipient of a Blue Peter Book Award for a title in 
the highly successful Horrible Geography series. With over 300 titles to 
her name, Anita has also written extensively on subjects such as history, 
religion and PSHCE topics and is a true champion for children’s non-
fiction. If you see her name on the cover of a book, then you know that it will be accurate and 
suitable for the suggested age range. For teachers and librarians, her name is a guarantee that you 
will be adding quality to your book collections. 

The Information Book Award is an annual event, in its tenth year, and is a major development for 
information books, being designed to support school libraries and to reinforce the importance of 
non-fiction whilst highlighting the high standard of resources available. 

Each year the shortlist in three age categories, under 7s,8-12 and 13-16, is announced and Peters 
Bookselling Services support the award by supplying discounted packs of the short listed titles as an 
offer to schools. Resources from the SLA are available to accompany the Award including useful 
guides, lesson plans and templates to help schools and reading groups work with Information Books. 

Children are invited to vote for their favourite book in the "Children's Choice" voting. Each section 
will have a winner, chosen by the panel of experienced librarians, as well as a Children’s Choice 
winner. Full details of the 2021 shortlists of outstanding information books can be found on the 
School Library Association website.  

The 2021 overall winner and Under7’s category and Children’s Choice  

 Why Do Things Die?  by Katie Daynes, illustrated by Christine Pym (Usborne 
ISBN: 978-1474979887 ) A rare topic to be so directly addressed for young 
readers, it was praised by judges for its “gentle, non-judgemental” tone and 
brilliant lift-the-flap format that provides “additional depth and relatability to 
the examples and discussion points within”.  

The 2021 category winners 

8-12 Winner: How Many Mice Make an Elephant? by 
Tracey Turner, illustrated by Aaron Cushley (Pan Macmillan ISBN: 978-
0753445402 ), which the judges praise as “guaranteed to engage even the most 
reluctant of young mathematicians”, making it “the perfect choice for 
classrooms or school libraries” and introduces children to this tricky maths 
concept in a fun, relatable way. 

8-12 Children’s Choice and Children’s Choice Overall Winner 

I Am Not a Label by Cerrie Burnell, illustrated by Lauren 'Emel' Baldo (Wide Eyed 
Editions. ISBN: 978-0711263918 ). An ideal tool for broadening horizons and 
supporting the development of empathy, this stylishly illustrated biography 
anthology shows 34 artists, thinkers, athletes and activists with disabilities, from 
past and present. Readers can find out how these iconic figures have overcome 

http://www.fcbg.org.uk/national-non-fiction-november/
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obstacles, owned their differences and paved the way for others by making their bodies and minds 
work for them. 

13–16 Winner Have Pride by Stella Caldwell and Sue Sanders (Welbeck Publishing 
ISBN: 978-1783127016 ), which the judges hail as “a valuable resource for research, 
an uplifting leisure read, and an affirming and informative guide for young people 
examining their own identities”.  An authoritative, comprehensive and fascinating 
progress through the ups and downs of LGBTQ+ history 

 13-16 Children’s Choice Winner This Book is Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell and 
illustrated by Aurelia Durand (Frances Lincoln ISBN: 978-0711245204) , a striking and 
heartfelt guide for teenagers to actively work against racism, enabling them to learn 
about social identities, the history of racism and resistance against it, and how to 
develop an  anti-racist lens and voice to move the world toward equity and liberation. 


