
 

 
 

  Snuggle Up With a Good Book 

Rebekah Glover @rxw364 

Context 

I work at Little Stoke Primary in South Gloucestershire. We have, for a number of 
years, been working to improve boys reading and writing as part of our School 
Development Plan. I completed a lot of research into how we could make a genuine 
impact on boys’ attitudes to, engagement with and ultimately achievement in 
writing and reading. Following this, reading for pleasure and improving our reading for pleasure 
practise became a focus as it is such a key area that impacts on so many of the areas we wanted to 
improve. This led me to the Open University Reading for Pleasure website and the research they 
have done and to taking part in this research.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

As part of my quest to find ways to improve boy’s reading and writing, I read a number of research 
articles. Two things became evident. Firstly, that improving practise for all would benefit boys and 
secondly, that is was about the specific issues the boys in our school were facing and that 
stereotypes and generalisations would hinder our progress. Following this, with the teachers in 
school, individual profiles were created of the boys for whom there concerns about progress. It 
transpired that 75% of these children did not routinely read at home, whilst 25% did. The children 
who did read at home were predominantly in EYFS and year 1. Reading for Pleasure was the most 
common issue across all classes. This led me to search for ways to improve our Reading for Pleasure 
practise and thus I found the OU/UKLA research rich pedagogies website where I read the Teachers 
as Readers research (Cremin et al., 2014).  
 
Inspired by the Teachers as Readers research, I focused in on two areas that were identified as vital 
to improving reading for pleasure practise. These were firstly to improve teachers’ knowledge of 
children’s literature and other texts and secondly to encourage informal book talk and inside text 
talk and reader recommendations within the classroom. I felt the latter was dependent on the 
former and so these two naturally tied in together. Initially, I dabbled in other areas but it became 
clear to me that these two areas were for our children, the ones that had the potential to have the 
biggest impact as a starting point. 
 
I set about analysing my own Reading for Pleasure practice and when reading Building Communities 
of Engaged Readers (Cremin et al., 2014), this particular quote resonated with me, “If as teachers we 
hold the reading reins too tightly and don’t ensure that our reading for pleasure pedagogy is reader-
led, reader-directed and reader-owned, we will never create communities of engaged readers.” I had 
long known that ‘empty demonstrations’ (as Cremin coins them) had little impact and served only to 
appear as though something was being done.  Reading this section of her article highlighted how 
many of the pitfalls we had fallen into; refurbishing and reclaiming the library, institution wide 
events and competitions and incentivising reading and encouraging children to read for recognition 
or reward. Again all of these gestures showing the control we were trying to exert over this area of 
learning. It became clear that as a teacher and a leader, I tried to control and force reading too 
much and that this top down approach would never be successful and that in reality, the children 
had to be the starting point for moving forward. 



 

 
 

Aims  

1. To create an environment in which children have the opportunity to informally talk about books and 
reading. 

2. To broaden my own understanding of children’s literature in order to make recommendations for the 
children.  

Outline 

I launched this project within my own class to trial approaches and ideas that could then be rolled 
out to the wider school community. Initially, I began during the school closure period when children 
were home learning from January to March 2021. The initiatives then had to adapt and change as 
we returned to school for terms 5 and 6 but the focus remained on the 2 central aims. 

Teachers’ Understanding of Children’s Literature 

As one of the key things I wanted to be able to do was make recommendations to the children and 
be able to discuss the books they were reading, I embarked on reading novels aimed at my class’ age 
range. Using predominantly twitter, I sought out recommendations and purchased books to read 
and then introduce at school. I also took up opportunities from authors and publishers to review 
new novels and read those books we already had access to in school. Since January, I have read 
roughly one book a month.  

Inside Text Talk and Book Recommendations 

Data Gathering 

Initially, I gathered information from the children through a google survey about their reading habits 
including their likes, dislikes, how often they read and favourite genres, books or authors. I also 
asked whether they had access to books that excited them at home. The results surprised me, as 
what I discovered was that a large percentage of the class were frequently reading. More so that I 
had expected. In addition, I discovered that most stated they had access to books they would be 
excited by at home. However only 15 of the 28 children in class responded. 

               How often do you read?                                                                              Do you have access to books that excite you? 

Using the information gathered from this, I introduced a scheme whereby I delivered ‘Snuggle Up 
With a Good Book’ packs to the children’s houses. Initially, I targeted those who said they didn’t 
have access to books that excited them, then those that had not taken part in the survey and then I 
included children who did have access to books. The final were included in the hope that the fact 
they enjoyed reading could be used to create buzz about books amongst the class.  



 

 
 

Snuggle Up With a Good Book Packs 

Each box contained a book from our library chosen specifically for 
that child. This was a recommendation of books they would enjoy 
based on the preferences they expressed in the survey or my 
knowledge of them as readers. It also contained a personalised 
note from me, a hot chocolate, a snack and a set of instructions. 

They were asked to read the book and then share their thoughts 
on it. This could be done electronically on a Padlet, which I set up, 
or they could fill in a review of the book on paper and return it to 
school where they would then receive another book. In total, I 
delivered 18 packs to children who were home learning and 3 to 
children who were in school.  

To encourage children to take part, I then started to use our 
Google Classroom page to communicate with them individually and as a class about their books and 
what they were reading and introduced a once a week live reading assembly. In this, we book 
blethered, brought favourite books to share, looked at what had been added to our Padlet or 
sometimes just enjoyed a book together. We also played games, which got them to think about 
book characters, authors, book titles and settings. 

Return to School 

When we returned to school, the challenge became adapting this to carry on within the classroom 
and ensure that what we brought in continued to focus on the key aims.  

Recommendations 

I set up a shelf in my book corner (top 
shelf), which was entitled “Our 
Recommendations” and on it I placed 
books that I had read and 
recommended for the children. Once a 
week, we had a timetabled reading for 
pleasure sessions, in some of these I 
introduced new books to the children 
based on the genres they liked, the 
authors they liked or books I had read 
myself. We read the blurbs, researched 
the author and looked at reviews of 
their books and read the first chapter 
of the book. The aim was that this 
would then grew and the children 
would begin recommending to each 
other and adding to the bookshelf or suggesting books we could use in the sessions. I also stripped 
right back on the books in the book corner so they could be easily viewed and organised them by 
genre or ‘books by authors you may know,’ or ‘books with several titles in a series’ or ’books made 
into movies’ and made sure the books and the way they were grouped changed every few weeks. 

 



 

 
 

Informal Book Chat 

These reading for pleasure sessions were also used 
for children to discuss what they had read, 
recommend it to others or write reviews to stick into 
the front cover of books for our shelf. Children were 
invited to bring books in from home or explore the 
books we had in the book corner (book blankets) or 
those in the library. I also built into our oracy session 
book based discussion starters e.g. if you could be 
any book character who would you be or if you could 
life in any setting, where would you live? 

 

 

 

Impact 

The impact of each of these initiatives was felt in a range of different ways within the classroom. 

 

Children’s Engagement with Books 

There was excitement generated by the 
‘Snuggle Up With a Good Book boxes and 
children were asking for them and some 
sent photos of them enjoying them. The 
books sent home appeared on the Padlet 
as well as others that weren’t 

 

 

 

What I noticed and felt was a distinct shift in the way children engaged with and talked about books 
and reading. Traditionally, those who read didn’t discuss it much and those who didn’t saw it as 
something they ‘had to’ do. This year, it has become far more commonplace for children to be 
having a discussion about what they are reading or about a book. They instigate conversations with 



 

 
 

me about it more readily and those who read are far more comfortable and likely to have these 
discussions.  

The amount of children having books on their table in class and reading in spare moments also 
increased. There were three notable examples of this. Both of which came from one of our reading 
for pleasure sessions.  

David Walliams was hugely popular with the children so I researched other books and authors that 
were similar and that they would like. I purchased Who Let the Gods Out (Maz Evans), read the first 
chapter, the blurb and some reviews from online and placed it in the book corner. Within an hour, 
there was a waiting list of 13 children wanting the book. I then watched this book make its way 
around the class for the following 4 months.  

I also received a copy of The House at the Edge of Magic by Amy Sparks from the publisher…I spoke 
to the children about them wanting reviews of this book as it was new and they wanted feedback. 
Again, 10 children expressed an interest in reading this and it moved freely through the room every 
few weeks until the end of term. Children came to speak to me about their thoughts on it, posted 
reviews of it on our google classroom and discussed it with each other informally. When home 
learning, there were a number of reviews written: 

 

I also used the books that I had read at home and discussed what I had liked about them, who might 
like this sort of book and gave an overview of what they were about. These books were then placed 
on the recommendations shelf to be taken. Each time, books were taken within minutes and were 
then visibly circulated around the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Recommendations 

Children enjoyed having recommendations from the adults but also started to recommend to each 
other. This began with our Padlet (see below), when we were home learning, but developed to be 
written reviews as seen above, post its on the books or informal verbal recommendations.  

I thought that the House at the Edge of Magic was a very good book and every time you read a 
chapter, you would instantly want to read more. Sometimes I picked up the book and said I was 
going to read a chapter or 2 and then I would suddenly zoom back into reality after reading like 
ten. I thought it was very funny and my favourite character was Eric because when you first met 
him in the book you would suddenly think he is going to be a big scary beast but he is actually 
really friendly and he always made me laugh. I loved how there were bits where you thought you 
could predict things were going to happen but then you would be turned round somewhere 
different. I would definitely recommend this book. 



 

 
 

 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Moving forward it feels like the TaRs research has given me knowledge which I can’t now un-know. 
Seeing the impact of it first hand and feeling the difference these small changes have made within 
one classroom, it has become evident that these strategies have real impact. 

My next step comes as subject leader for English within the school. I am running CPD for all staff in 
September on Reading for Pleasure and will be disseminating the information found by the Teachers 
as Readers research. Initially, I intend to focus on informal book chat and recommendations as these 
are areas for which we have some structures in place already. These will be our focus for the first 
term and then we will look at other areas to progress to. The next step for us is likely to then be 
independent reading time and how to make this enjoyable and not enforced.  

 


