
Our school St. Ann’s Catholic Primary school is a voluntary Academy.

• 4 full time teachers, 4 teaching assistance.
• 3 split (Rec/Yr1, Yr3/4 & Yr5/6) and 1 single year group (Yr2).
• 98 Pupils (smaller than average)
• 22% of pupils with special education needs (above average).
• % of disadvantaged pupils (above average).
• Large majority of children are white British and from a 

working class background.



Fiction
18%

Non-fiction
13%

Poetry
1%

eBooks
11%

Website
57%

Pupil Voice: What genre of book do you prefer to read? 

Fiction       18%

Non-fiction  13%

Poetry          1%

eBooks         11%

Website       57%



28%

16%
48%

8%

Do You like reading?

I like reading it's OK I don't like reading sometimes



Jaqueline Wilson, Steph Mayers, Malone 

Blackmore, Jill Murphy, 

Allan and Janet Ahlberg, 

Eric Carle, Nick Sharratt

Teacher voice : Name 3 authors 

Julia Donaldson,

JK Rowling,

Roald Dahl,

David Walliams,

Micheal Morpurgo, 



Explore: Intention
A survey was conducted from Foundation Stage , Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to establish the 

children attitudes and behaviours towards RfP

• Key findings –

• Overall the majority of children expressed that they preferred form of reading was online.

• The majority of children didn’t really like reading, or find the right book to read.

A survey was conducted for all adults in the school community to gather information related to 
knowledge and current practice surrounding RfP

• Key findings -

• The teachers as readers survey highlighted that our teachers knowledge of children's 
literature was limited to fiction written by well known authors.

• Furthermore, the value our teacher put upon RfP was minimal allocating reading aloud to 
once a week if they could fit it into their overloaded timetables.



Prepare

•To expose staff to a wide range of authors so 
they feel they can make recommendations to 
children.

• To value the importance of read aloud 
and its crucial link to RfP.



Prepare

• To develop in each classroom a teacher’s library of special books 
containing different genres.

• To expose the children to different genres and authors and share 
books/ magazines/comic/ newspaper/ nonfiction/recipes from home 
with the children to tempt the reader.

• To place a high value on RfP within the timetable to allocated read 
aloud teacher choice of book.

• To have a structured time during the day to engage in informal book 
talk. 



Active - To use active approaches to reading

Understanding - To understand the children's preferences in reading

Experience - To experience a range of texts 

Aim 1 - To expose staff to a wide range of authors so they 
feel they can make recommendations to children.

Deliver: Implementation



The 2 most effective strategies were -

Teachers book of the week - Daily Jackanory

Staff meeting book blather 



Aim 2 – To value the importance of read aloud and 
its crucial link to RfP.

Enthusiasm – To foster reading loud and teacher modelled sessions

Read aloud regularly - To listen to variety of texts read aloud 

Importance – to develop expressive reading in class 

Pupil book talk - to have meaningful conversations about books 

Fewer extracts  - To look at whole texts  

Sustained reading - To build reading pleasure stamina 



Review and Sustain: Intention
Teacher impact 

The reading for pleasure culture at St Ann’s is becoming a positive part of the daily timetable, 
especially within KS1. The teachers are placing a high value upon nurturing and developing a 

love of reading in the children.

Teachers knowledge of children’s literature is developing, and the teachers are becoming 
more confident in making recommendations to their children as a result of their developing 

knowledge and consistency of approach. 

This has been enhanced through initiatives and teacher action to increase reading 
opportunities. The read aloud sessions have become more engaging so they capture the 

children's imagination, and teachers libraries have been developed over the last year to now 
become the ‘beating heart’ of each classroom. 



Review and Sustain: Intention
Children impact 

Initially the children demonstrated weaknesses in structuring their ideas and communicating their 
understanding of texts. 

Although the majority of the children said they liked reading initially, observations carried out around 
school at the beginning of the project did not reflect this. 

However, now during learning walks it is more evident that the children, especially in KS1, are engaging 
more in Reading for Pleasure as they can often be seen 

• Sharing books with their friends. 
• Bringing in their favourite books from home to share 
• Engaging in vote for a story and offering explanations for their choice

Now they are wanting to develop Reading for Pleasure areas within the outdoor spaces – as reported by 
the school council. 

The children are using different statements to express their preferences



Review and Sustain: Intention

• The total number of focus children was 8 children (2 per class)

• One male and one female identified from the lowest 20% for each class.

As soon as you told me there was another book 

written by Katherine Rundell I wanted to read it. 

Look I have made the hundred 
decker bus just like the one in 

the story 



Did you know this yak has the 
longest horns in the world? I do it is 

in this finding out book!

I love finding out facts 

I have read so many books this year! 

Barnaby Grimes by Chris Riddell makes 
me so happy they are so exciting

I got really angry and frustrated during 
that chapter in Wonder can you 

remember? 



Impact of RfP Children’s Voice 

Fiction       42%

Non-fiction  28%

Poetry        11%

eBooks         7%

Website       12%

Fiction, 42%

Non-fiction, 28%

Poetry, 11%

eBooks, 7%

Webiste, 12%



Review and Sustain: Intention

What has made most difference to the most vulnerable readers and the focus group?

The majority of the most vulnerable children at St Ann’s did not enjoy reading, some even express that they did not 
have books at home. Through the reading for pleasure project we have learnt that children do not have to like all books 

but we as teachers have to help the children find the books that do appeal to them.

This has been so true when developing our reading curriculum to promote a love of reading for all children especially 
the most vulnerable. Developing a positive relationships with these children and engaging in discussion centered 

around them and their interests has opened many doors for these children and the world of books. 

• Increased vocabulary 
• Attitude to reading improves 
• Self esteem 
• Reading stamina 



Sustain (Conclusion)
Intention: review and plan for embedding implementation 

and impact in future years

Reading aloud is the foundation for literacy development. It is the single most important 
activity for reading success. 

(Bredekamp, Copple, & Neuman, 2000)

It provides children with a demonstration of phrased, fluent reading. 

(Fountas & Pinnell, 1996)

It reveals the rewards of reading, and develops the listener's interest in books and desire 
to be a reader. 

(Mooney, 1990)



Sustain (Conclusion)
Intention: review and plan for embedding implementation 

and impact in future years

Next year 
• Develop parental engagement 
• Embed strategies deeper within KS2
• Continue to allocate specific time within the timetable for 

RfP
• Reading environments 
• Budget for books 
• Library 

Reading for Pleasure will become embedded within the SDP each year from here on in! 


