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Context 
 

 

St Mary’s Primary School is a large primary school in Surrey, with 
2 form entry at Key Stage 1 and 4 form entry at Key Stage 2. 

There is already a good reading community within the school and 
reading is highly promoted, including two libraries, class libraries 
and reading challenges throughout the year. 

I am head of year 4, so this project is based entirely in a year 4 
class, taking place after the third national lockdown. 



OU Research inspiration 
 

 

 

 

After an introductory OU research group meeting, I was 

particularly interested with the strand: 

 
5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and 

interactive. (Cremin et al., 2014) 

 
I completed the OU Review Your Practice for this strand 

and this affirmed that I wanted to build a more reciprocal 

and interactive reading community within my own 

classroom community. 



Rationale 
 

 

 
 

When reading a journal by Hempel-Jorgensen et al (2018), a part 
that stood out was that children are not often reading recently 
published books, and this was something I believed was true 
within my class. 

A baseline questionnaire with my class, demonstrated that a lot of 
the children are reading the same books (David Walliams, Tom 
Gates & Harry Potter). Whilst I did not in any way want to 
discourage their love of these books, I also wanted to open their 
eyes further to a wider range of material. 



RfP Pedagogy 
 

 

 
 

I felt that this really demonstrated to 
me how to create a better RfP 
community. 

“much depends upon the extent to 
which these pedagogic practices are 
RIST, that is: 

• Reader- led 

• Informal 

• Social and with 

• Texts that tempt. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aims 

• To create a more reciprocal reading community, sharing 
recommendations with other members of the class community, 
encouraging children to take suggestions from others 

• To encourage children to read beyond their ‘go to’ authors. 
 

 

 
 



Outline 
 

 

Much of my project based around a display that I positioned at the front 
of my classroom and is regularly referenced to in reading sessions, 
general lessons and in book talk with the children. 

 

 

 
 

A: Recommendations 

by myself and TA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Books similar to 

the ‘go to’ books 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

C: Recommendations by the children 



Outline 
 

 

One readers’ workshop session a week is dedicated to reading for 
pleasure. This time is adhered to every week and the whole year group 
have started to use this time for their own RfP projects. 

The display was introduced with both myself and TA talking through and 
reading extracts of the books we had recommended. This intentionally 
included both of us, so the children have two different reading role models 
(one male and one female) and to emphasise it is a whole class reading 
community. 

Before starting these sessions, I had it in my mind that these would be 
completely informal and child lead. I always had a different book extract 
to share myself, but this was not always needed. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some of the books I shared 



Outline 
 

 

In these timetabled RfP sessions, children were encouraged to bring 
in a book they enjoy and share a section of their choice. 

I allowed free choice of the book they wanted to share; their could read 
the blurb, read an extract or just tell us all about it. This ‘free reign’ 
allowed the sessions to be far more RIST. 

I was aware this would suggest books that were not in school, so I was 
prepared with the librarian to source these books when required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outline 
 

 

Within class I also re-arranged our class library and ensured that books 
were displayed face forwards where possible, picking out ones that 
had been suggested on the display, as well as some that the children may 
not know. 

 

 



Impact 
 

 

Around the classroom, there is now a far wider range of reading material 
being selected, often the books that have been selected from those on 
display, or have been suggested by peers or myself and TA. 

Some books have proved so popular, the children have created their own 
‘waiting lists’, whilst I have been hurriedly trying to source extra copies, 
as I hadn’t realized quite how enthused the children would become. 

The display itself has been described by one  
child as “the best display ever, please don’t 
ever take it down”. In a second questionnaire, 
100% of my class have said they found the 
display helpful. 26 out of 31 have also said they 
have selected a new book because of the 
display, whilst others have chosen similar books 
to those suggested. 

Changing how books are displayed resulted in 
a wider range of books being chosen from the 
shelves. 



Impact 
 

 

As well as the RfP timetabled sessions, they have also become impromptu 
throughout the week and as a class there has been far more book talk, 
building towards the social and interactive side of the reading 
community. 

The impact on the class is clear from some of 
their questionnaire responses: 

 

 
“I get inspiration for reading books that my 
classsmates have read” 

“I like talking about it because I then know what 
book I should read and I wont get stuck like I 
always do.” 

“It’s great because I get to share things about 
my book.” 

“It is time to relax my mind and think about reading” 



Impact 
 

 

I selected three case study children to focus on throughout this project. 

All three are readers that are working within their expected age range, 
but are reluctant readers. 

Below shows how opinions have changed in just two months: 
 

 

Do you like reading? Before After 

A Not that bothered 

“I get a bit bored after 

a while” 

It’s ok 

“Some books are ok” 

B It’s ok 

“It depends on the 

book” 

I love reading 

“It depends on the 

book” 

C It’s ok 

“I’m not that into 

reading” 

I love reading 

“Because it calms me 

down and I am on my 

ipad a lot and so it gets 

me off of my screen” 



Impact 
 

 

One of my aims was to encourage children to move beyond their ‘go to’ 
choices. Observations around the class show a big change in the books 
being selected and these have become the new ‘class favourites’ and the 
books that children are desperate to read. 



Impact 
 

 

Children are now quicker to pick up their books 
without direction, during any free moment in the day 
– some children who were more reluctant readers 
now have a book they can’t put down. 

Far fewer children pick up random books because they 
don’t have one with them: they are keeping the books they want to read 
and are enthused to finish them. 

An unintentional impact of the project is the children now have a 
different opinion of me as a reader. 

 

 

 
 

Does Mr Heyburn 

like reading? 

Before After 

Love reading 19 23 

Thinks it’s ok 7 8 

Isn’t bothered 4 0 

Doesn’t like reading 1 0 



 

 

Reflections 
I have thoroughly enjoyed this project and have gained so much more 
than expected. Even before the project started, I made it a challenge of 
my own to share a wider range of books with my class for pleasure. 
Having been a part of the school’s teacher book club, I found several new 
books which have already been shared. This is where the enthusiasm 
within my class began, with so many copies of the same book regularly 
appearing within class. This reading of new books then continued 
throughout the second school closure through filmed videos. 

Once we returned to school and the project really got going, I could never 
have anticipated the positive impact it would have on my class, especially 
as none of these changes have been difficult to implement. The buzz about 
reading has become infectious throughout the class and it is encouraging 
both more of the reluctant readers and reluctant speakers to discuss and 
share their reading experiences. 



 

 

Next Steps 
The gains from this project have been too valuable not to maintain, so I 
will continue this project by: 

- Continuing to build on the reading buzz that has been created in my 
class 

- Maintaining dedicated time for RfP, with book discussions or time to 
read and enjoy, but maintaining the child lead approach 

- Continuing to share a wide range of books, sharing a more diverse 
selection than I would have done previously. 

- Championing the importance of reading for pleasure with more 
members of staff, encouraging others to build on what I have found. 

- Repeating and building on my findings with this project with my next 
class, having a whole year to continue to build the reading buzz. 


