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Context  

➢ I am a Year 4 class teacher at the University of Cambridge 
Primary School. UCPS is the first primary training school in the 
country, committed to high quality teaching and learning that is rooted in research. The school 
opened in 2015 and is a three- form entry primary school.   

➢ During lockdown, I noticed a rise in children’s enjoyment in reading as they were spending 
more time reading a wider selection of books and were eager to share these during online 
sessions. I conducted a survey to understand children’s reading preferences and to identify 
how to build on these on their return to school. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I decided to review my reading for pleasure practice and completed all 
of the self-review tools for each of the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) 
findings to identify key areas of development.  Following this, I chose 
two key areas to focus on. 
 
Strand 5: reading communities 
 
I realised that whilst I was confident in children’s reading practices and 
attitudes to reading at school, I had limited knowledge about their 
identities and relationships as readers outside of the classroom. 
Inspired by the results from the Teachers as Readers project (Cremin et 
al., 2014), I decided to develop my practice as a teacher who builds reading communities with 
children, their families and the wider community. I also wanted to widen my knowledge of children as 
readers and find out more about their reading habits beyond the classroom.  
 
 

Strand 3: a reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes informal book talk, inside-text talk 
and recommendations 
 

Listening to children talk about the range of books they had been reading during lockdown, I asked 
myself whether the type of book talk that we used to have regularly in class was as spontaneous and 
informal as I imagined it to be. Reflecting on this, I acknowledged that often I initiated the book talk 
and this took place in a formal way as a whole class discussion. 

I thought of ways to develop my pedagogy further to be LIST: learner-led, informal, social and with 
texts that tempts (Cremin & Durning, 2021). I wanted to find ways to regularly embed informal, 
spontaneous, child-led reading conversations in the classroom. 



 

 
 

Aims  

I conducted a questionnaire with 
all the Year 4 classes to understand 
their views on reading and see 
their suggestions on how to 
develop our class as a reading for 
pleasure classrooms. 

These are the results to some of 
the questions, from 13 children in 
my Year 4 class. It was clear from 
the questionnaires that children 
enjoy reading at home and tend to 
prefer when they can read 
independently and quietly to 
themselves.  

The results helped me to 
understand the importance of the 
home reading environment, thus 
encouraging me to find ways to 
connect to it. They also made me 
want to understand more about why children prefer reading independently and quietly.  

I decided on the following aims: 

1. Find out about children’s 
reading habits outside of school to 
bridge the divide between home 
and school. 
2. Celebrate and share the diverse 
reading identities within my 
classroom. 
3. Develop the reading for 
pleasure pedagogy in my class by 
encouraging spontaneous ‘inside-
text talk’, informal book talk and 
book recommendations. 
4. Develop a community of readers 
and widen children’s 
understanding of this. 

  



 

 
 

Outline 

Informed by the questionnaires, I decided to make the most of the online technologies and set up a 
Virtual Book Club for Year 4.  I chose to do it online so I did not have to limit the number of children 
who could attend.  This gave the children the flexibility to join when they wanted to, with no 
commitment to come every week.  It was also a way for families to get involved. 

I wanted book club to be an 
informal space of book sharing 
and talk, in which both children 
and I would have the time and 
space to celebrate the diverse 
reading experiences we were 
engaging in both in school and at 
home. Therefore, I encouraged 
children to have snacks with 
them, be in a comfortable place 
and just feel free to share their 
ideas at any point.  As one of my 
aims was to widen the idea of a 
community of readers, I invited 
different members of our wider 
community to join us and share 
books and their ideas about 
reading. 

Every week, I chose a broad 
theme and invited children to 
share books related to this. 
However, as I did not want to 
discourage anyone from joining 
book club, I made it clear that the 
themes were just there a guide. 
This flexibility contributed to a 
range of text types being shared 
every week.  

At the beginning of each session, I 
introduced the theme through a game or warm up activity. This was a way to set the scene and create 
a friendly environment.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

I then shared the front 
covers of some of the books 
I had selected around the 
theme and children voted on 
the one they wanted me to 
read aloud.  

After reading my book or 
parts of it, I invited all 
children to share any 
thoughts that had come up 
during reading. After this, 
children had the time to 
discuss their own books.  I 
explicitly did not define a 
way for children to share 
their books and it was 
fascinating to see and hear how children did this. These included: 

• Reading the blurb 
• Showing the cover  
• Sharing a summary of the text 
• Explaining why they liked it 
• Reading extracts of the book or showing 

images 

Finally, a mystery reader joined us to share a story and the children had a chance to ask them 
questions. We had a range of visitors including a school Governor, a University lecturer and the 
Faculty of Education’ head librarian. It was a real privilege to listen to stories read aloud by different 
people and it was fascinating to sit back and enjoy listening to children’s curious questions to the 
visitors about themselves as readers and their reading preferences. 

Impact 

As the sessions went by, I reflected on the impact they had on children’s confidence as readers and 
views about being a community of readers. I summarise my reflections, linked to my aims, below:  

1. Find out about children’s reading habits outside of school to bridge the divide between home and 
school. 
 
• Children brought a wider selection of genres and types of books as the book sessions 

progressed. Even though many fiction books were shared, children also brought picture 
books, non-fiction books and poetry books. 

• This book club helped to blur the boundaries between home and school reading, showing 
the connections between the two and encouraging children to bring the same enthusiasm 
about reading they had at home back into the classroom. 
 



 

 
 

2. Celebrate and share the diverse reading identities within my classroom. 

• Children enjoyed sharing books from the comfort of their home and they commented, “It is 
fun, we can eat our snacks and talk about books.”  

• Children talked about how they choose books, their favourite types of books and how 
books made them feel. 

• I developed myself as a reading teacher, expanding my repertoire of books, sharing my 
own experiences of reading and developing my understanding of this. 

 
3. Develop the reading for pleasure pedagogy in my class by encouraging  

spontaneous ‘inside-text talk’, informal book talk and book recommendations. 
 
• Children’s enthusiasm for sharing their books increased throughout the weeks and their 

confidence in talking about their reading preferences developed.  Their book talk became 
more spontaneous and they discussed a diverse range of books. They built on each other’s 
comment and used the chat function to write titles and their reactions to the books shared. 

• The children were challenged by some of the books that were shared and engaged in 
thoughtful, philosophical reflections. They made links between the themes in the books 
and their lives.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme: diversity, families and communities. 

Books recommended by children following the session: 

  

 

 

 



 

 
 

• Children interacted with one another more independently, not waiting for me to initiate 
the conversation. 
 

4. Develop a community of 
readers 

 
• There was consistency among 
the children who joined book club 
each week, showing their 
commitment to this. They were 
eager to invite other children from 
the year group. 
• Children were excited to 
dialogue with the mystery readers 
and their questions demonstrated 

an interest in finding out more about them as readers. 
• Taking part in this book club, enabled me to build 
interactive and reciprocal relationships with the children 
that helped to develop the reading community in my 
class. 
• Children said they were eager to continue book club 
and wrote reflections on this that they wanted to share 
with others in our school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme: physical activity and sports. 

Children’s responses following this  
picture book: 

 

“It makes sense, if you put passion into it you are more likely to win.” 

“I like books with life lesson.” 

“This book was very nice because it teaches you don’t need to win.” 

“I really liked it is about competing rather than winning, she tried.” 

 

Questions asked to mystery readers: 

What are your favourite types of book? 

How do you choose books to read? 

What is your favourite book? 

How many books do you have in the library? 

Theme: journeys. 

After sharing books about journeys children reflected on why is this a good 
theme to include in books: 

“You are sure to know there will be an adventure.” 

“Also, it allows you to travel to somewhere new and it is exciting.” 

“Yeah and it adds mystery.” 

“You are part of the places the character goes and want to know what happens 
next.” 

“I agree, you can’t have a journey book without adventure.” 

 



 

 
 

Child’s reflection about Book Club. 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The TaRs research made me think critically about my reading for pleasure pedagogy and my 
understanding of what it means to be a community of readers. Inviting members of the community to 
join book club had a positive influence on me and the children. It widened the idea of community of 
readers and it brought new perspectives about reading to the forefront. 

 It made me reflect on the importance of taking the time and setting up a space in the class not just for 
children to read books but also to spend time talking about them, making connections between their 
reading and real life experiences, without a specific outcome in mind.  This happened quite naturally 
during book club so the challenge is now how to recreate this atmosphere in the classroom context.  

I have started to look for ways to get to know the children in my class as readers not just in the school 
context. I am making the most of unplanned opportunities throughout the day to talk about my 
reading outside of school and to listen to children’s experiences. These informal conversations have 
helped me to engage with less confident readers. 

Listening to children’s book recommendations has helped to widen my repertoire of books and to 
make choices for my book corner that are in line with children’s preferences. 

Following the book club sessions I have started making changes to my reading for pleasure practice:  

• I encourage children more often to bring in books from home to read during reading for 
pleasure sessions. 

• I set aside more time for reading and talking about books during the school day.   
• Children are recommending books to each other not only during assigned times but also in 

their conversations during playtimes, when waiting in a line or during free moments of the 
day. Children are also adding book titles to our recommendations board more often. I have 
bought books to enrich our class library following children’s suggestions. 

Next steps 

I would like to continue to expand my own and children’s knowledge of different types of books and 
genres, building on children’s interests. During the book club session, I was fascinated by the range of 
non-fiction texts that some children shared and the enthusiasm for poetry, so I would like to build on 
this.  

I would also like to explore the reading aloud element of a reading for pleasure pedagogy and find 
ways to promote this between the children themselves, to build on the social nature of reading. 

    


