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Ferham Primary School a small school located in a severely deprived area 
of Rotherham. Mobility is high and as a result, many pupils have substantial 

periods of missed education resulting in gaps in their knowledge and 
understanding. 

As a school we need to improve attainment. However, the many reading 
strategies we have tried have not accomplished that. 



Reading at Ferham
We joined the Reading for Pleasure project in Autumn 2020.

How did the questionnaires help us?
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We asked the staff to identify children’s authors, picture 
book authors and poets.

No comment All others Famous authors



Children at Ferham
What did they think about reading?

• 40% of the children in KS1 and 
57% in KS2 liked or loved reading. 

• 90% of children in KS1 thought 
they were good or very good 
readers whereas only 52% thought 
this in KS2.
Why did the numbers dwindle in 

KS2?
• The amount of children who loved 

reading was approximately the 
same amount who were read 
aloud to at home.

Was this data connected?



Interesting findings at Ferham
Why did the children’s self perception of themselves as a good 

reader dwindle in KS2?

• The data showed that the 
children liked to read with 
someone or be read aloud to.

• The children preferred reading 
in a quiet space.

• We knew that the staff did not 
usually let the children choose 
the reading books.



Prepare
• The first gifts that keep on giving.

• The Ferham Change Team 

• OU Reading for Pleasure Conferences



Deliver
Aim 1 – Develop knowledge of children’s literature with all 

staff. 

• RfP became a daily timetabled activity. 
Book talk began. Staff and children 
made book recommendations.

• The staff continued to use the Watts 
App group to find specific books 
throughout school, without bursting 
covid bubbles. 

• Monthly recommended reads were 
published on the school web site and 
on Class Dojo. Watts App quizzes kept 
the book talk going as the staff could 
not meet.

Staff are recommending books to the children 
and now the children are recommending 

books to the adults! I have had two 
recommendations. The chat around the books 

is amazing too, between everyone. Staff 
asking each other what they would 

recommend next etc. One child even brought 
a book in because he said that me and my son 

would love to read it together. 

Laura Robinson HLTA and Change Team Member



Deliver
Aim 2 – to develop reading aloud in school.

• Story time takes place in every classroom at 
the end of the day in all classes, not just KS1.

• All staff were asked to read a book aloud and 
record it. 

By Michael Rosen



Deliver
Aim 3 – to develop knowledge of the children’s reading 

preferences to build a community of learners.

• All staff have 2 target children. 
• Recommendations – the teachers have 

a trolley with their recommended 
reads. Children write reviews of the 
books they have read – if they choose-
and recommend books to other 
readers. This has worked in two ways; 
they have recommended for specific 
children that they know and also for 
people who like specific genres. 

• FerhamFest – A reading festival.



Aim 1 – Develop knowledge of children’s literature with all staff.
Evidence of Impact
• Authors named = 50% increase. 
• Celebrity authors = decrease 34%.
• In picture book authors decrease 50%.
• 39% increase in named poets.

Aim 2 – to develop reading aloud in school.
A surprising result, was to find that 
the amount of children who said that they 
were read aloud to at home, dropped 
significantly in KS1 and rose sharply in KS2. 
KS1 Yes dropped from 90% to 56%
KS2 Yes increased from 57% to 78%

Review

Ferham… are keen to promote a 
love of reading… staff training is 
broadening their knowledge of 
children’s literature. (Ofsted, March 2021)

50% of staff wish to improve their 
knowledge in other genres including 
poetry and to learn more about illustrators 
and poets. 
The data has informed an area for 
development for next year. 



Aim 2 – to develop reading aloud in school.
Evidence of Impact
Read aloud in literacy lessons every day and for pleasure during story time across school. 
55 % of children said that they were read to everyday. 28% several times a week.
Confidence in the ability to read has significantly increased KS2. 26% more children now 
think they are good or very good readers.
72% of KS2 children said that they loved it!
Teachers have noted an improvement in spelling and vocabulary use.

Review

Aim 3 – to develop knowledge of the children’s reading preferences to build a 
community of learners.
Evidence of Impact
The gifts that keep on giving.
Ferhamfest and book blankets.
Recommending books to their friends. The next step is to think if their friend would like it! 
The freedom of the right to stop reading.
Searching…



Meet 
A
Y6

I am an EAL learner. 
I love reading and I have read 
a lot during lockdown. I 
made videos and sent them 
in of the books I like.
I have recommended several 
books to my friends and 
teachers. It’s  
Really nice when a teacher 
reads it and you can talk 
about it together.

I enjoy reading aloud and to others. 
I have enjoyed lots of types of 
books.
I have so many favourites now, I 
forget 
some of them.
Books that make you go Hmmm is 
really 
good because it can mean so many 
things.
Reading gives me world knowledge



Meet P
Y6

I am an EAL learner. 
I find reading hard 
but I’ve never really 
tried, it was easier 
to disrupt.
I was surprised to 
find that I can read.
I want more…

I am enjoying reading now and I’m 
doing more in all lessons.
I have started to finish work
I have chosen a graphic novel and 
a Horrid Henry book to read and I 
like them.

I only ever read at school. 
I like to read with an adult.
I love it when the teacher reads 
at the end of the day…it’s so 
nice. I feel safe and sleepy.



Sustain 
The end of the beginning.

Aim 1: 
• celebrity authors (Cremin et al., 2009; Clark and Teravainen, 2015). 
• Teachers with weak subject knowledge are not in a position to 

support …developing readers (Court, 2011; Goodwin, 2011; Hughes-
Hassell and Rodge, 2007).

Next steps: 
develop knowledge of genres –
starting with poetry. 
Increase diversity of texts to 
support the staff with their journey.Aim 2: 

• Our data
• Sharing a novel…developing skills of inference and deduction and simple 

enjoyment (Collins, 2005).
Next steps: 
Reading assemblies, breakfasts, 
buddies…

Aim 3: 
• Reading for pleasure = a whole ‘pattern of entertainment’ (Hitchcock, 

2010).
• Adapting, looking and learning from the children- Chapter 10 (Cremin et 

al, 2014).

Next steps: 
Reading assemblies, breakfasts, 
buddies…
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