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READING

KAREN SIMPSON



OUR SCHOOL AND ME

◦ I work in South Tyneside at a school called Hedworth Lane Primary. 
We have around 300 children on roll. I work in a Year 5 class. The 
school catchment is some of the most deprived areas in the 
borough. 

◦ I wanted to get involved with this project as I had lost sight of 
enabling the children to read for pleasure rather than to develop 
their comprehension skills. 

◦ Many of the children in my class did not read for pleasure.
◦ I needed to develop my own knowledge of reading pedagogy and 

children’s literature.



OU Research inspiration 
and rationale

Key strands taken from the Teachers as Readers research (Cremin
et al., 2014)

Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts
Even though I have been teaching for over 20 years, I feel that I had lost my 
passion for reading and so it was hard to enthuse my children to read too. I wanted 
to develop my knowledge of children’s literature and move away from tried and 
tested texts. 

A reading for pleasure pedagogy:
My reading area was tired and uninspiring, again due to my lack of enthusiasm, 
and so I wanted to make reading and books exciting and enjoyable for the 
children again. I wanted to talk to the children about books instead of only reading 
for comprehension/English tasks. 

Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.
I wanted to reach out to the parents and ask them to be more involved in their 
child’s reading so that they would find more pleasure in reading at home and 
outside school.



Aims
◦ To increase my own 
passion and knowledge of 
fiction and non-fiction texts
◦ To develop the reading 
environment in the 
classroom in order to 
increase interest in books 
and reading
◦ To engage parents in 
reading with their children



Outline
To achieve these aims I made reading for 
pleasure a much more important part of our 
week and our classroom:

◦ We spent time talking about books that I 
had read and the children were enjoying 
rather than just asking comprehension 
questions about a text.

◦ We created a display of the children 
reading at school and at home and I asked 
the parents to contribute to this. We will 
continue to add to this next year.

◦ The ‘reading zone’ area of the classroom is now much more appealing and 
accessible to the children and they enjoying browsing for their next book.

◦ We shared non-fiction (books and magazines) as well as fiction with the 
children, to increase the range of RfP. 

◦ Sourced lots of picture books and regularly shared these with the children



◦ ‘Drop it and Read’ sessions every Friday are now 
not silent reading. Quite often the children are 
quite quiet and want to read independently but 
some of the children share their books with a 
partner.

◦ Book recommendations and reviews are put on 
our website to share children’s recommendations 
and views more widely.

Outline



Book blankets/book blether
The children have thought a lot more about how reading makes 
them feel and why they may enjoy certain books and authors. Lots 
of the children have now found a series of books that they really 
enjoy.
I read to the class every day. We have read several texts and the 
children enjoy hearing me read aloud and being able to just relax 
and listen to the story.



What do they enjoy reading?



Impact
◦ The children are much more enthusiastic about reading in 

general.
◦ They are keen to share their book recommendations in our 

weekly session.
◦ They look forward to ‘Drop Everything and Read sessions’ and 

enjoy ‘comfort break’ when I read aloud to them. Lots of them 
indicated ‘Love it’ on the follow up Children’s Reading survey.

◦ The children are reading different authors, and most have now 
found a type of book or author that they enjoy.

◦ They feel more confident about reading and many more of the 
children want to read aloud during shared reading. 

◦ Parents have made comments in reading records about how 
their child is more motivated/confident to read at home.



Reflections on impact the TaRs 
research had on practice
• By surveying the children before and after the project, I was able to 

measure impact.  Lots of the children changed their opinion from ‘I 
don’t like reading’ to ‘I love reading’.

• I selected three children to focus on, who had ticked, ‘I do not like 
reading’ in the first survey.  I gathered feedback from these children 
and one boy said: 

‘I now feel good about reading’ 
and gave it a star rate of 4/5. He had also said initially that he 
thought reading was ‘boring’ and thought he wasn’t a very good 
reader. It is great to see his opinion of his own capabilities has 
changed. 

• Another child stated that they ‘hated reading’ at the start of the 
year but now feels ‘much better’ and gave it 3/5.

• Another girl really didn’t like reading but has discovered David 
Walliams and now enjoys reading a lot more.



Final thought

• This project has shown me that helping children become 
more motivated to read comes from the teacher. If you 
are enthusiastic about authors and reading the children 
follow your lead. THIS IS NOT ROCKET SCIENCE! but it is 
definitely something I had forgotten to do. 

• Going forward I would like the children to support 
younger students as I think this will encourage them with 
their fluency and expression. We will use a reading 
buddy system from September between KS1 and 2.


	let’s enjoy reading��karen simpson
	OUR SCHOOL AND ME
	OU Research inspiration �and rationale
	Aims
	 Outline
	Slide Number 6
	Book blankets/book blether
	What do they enjoy reading?
	Impact
	Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice
	Final thought

