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Context
The Cambridge Primary School is part of the growing Wellesley development in Aldershot, Hampshire.
As a new two form entry school, we have grown from 24 to 180 children in three years and value the
unique chance of growing with our richly diverse community to inspire minds together.

‘We are committed to inspiring every child to be excited about books and motivated to read for 
pleasure.’

How can we achieve this and build a reading community at The Cambridge?

We have made a positive start and created a ‘buzz’ about books through events such as book buddies
and mystery readers. Our weekly virtual bedtime stories are a hit with the children and each half term
there is great anticipation to discover whose doorstep the superstar reader parcels will appear on.

Book Buddies                            Superstar Readers                   Mystery Readers



OU Research inspiration and rationale
Having read ‘Reading communities: why, what and how?’ (Cremin 2019), it became obvious that
we were focussing on reading activities that could encourage children to read for extrinsic reasons.

“…extrinsic motivators rarely work in the long term. They encourage children to read for recognition, for reward,
for their parents, their teachers and/or the school, but not for themselves. Reading for pleasure is more closely
associated with intrinsic motivation; it is reading that children do for themselves at their own pace, with whom
they choose and in their own way.” Cremin (2019)

We needed to concentrate on inspiring the children to develop an intrinsic love of reading,
particularly as our oldest cohort are moving into Key Stage 2 in September. The ‘Teachers as
Readers’ (Cremin et al., 2014) findings gave evidence to support this and we decided to focus on
developing:

• Knowledge of children’s reading practices

• A reading for pleasure pedagogy including:

◦ Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations



Aims
We believed our focus areas could be developed through discrete class sessions with a ‘book blether’
focus, however, a potential barrier to the success of the project was identified as giving quality time
to it due to the demands of the curriculum. To overcome this, we reduced guided reading sessions in
each year group, to four a week and introduced a ‘Chatter Books’ session in the fifth.

‘Chatter Books’ sessions would include time for reading aloud, independent reading and ‘book talk’ with
the idea that teachers would develop a knowledge of their children’s reading practices as a result of
this. The structure of the sessions would be left to the teacher and children in each class, therefore
promoting ownership.

Chatter 
Books!



Intended Outcomes
Teachers:

• are aware of their children’s reading preferences

Children:

• understand what it means to be a ‘reader’ in their class and respect the ‘rights of
the reader’

• talk positively about themselves as readers

• talk with enthusiasm about their favourite books, authors and illustrators

• talk with confidence about what they like to read

• are open to reading something that is not their typical choice of book

• know their teacher will be able to recommend books they might like to read



Staff Workshop
To introduce weekly ‘Chatter Books’ sessions throughout the school

• Hold a staff workshop to share RfP pedagogy and ideas from the RfP website for developing
knowledge of children’s reading practices

• Decide the non-negotiables for ‘Chatter Books’ sessions

• Promote communication of ideas and activities for ‘Chatter Books’ sessions throughout staff



Following 6 weeks of Chatter Books…

Chatter 
Books!



Chatter Books in Reception & Impact
In Reception, each day, a child takes home the class mascot to share their favourite book with. Then they 

bring the book to school to share and talk about with their friends.  

“I like it. I get to see my friends’ favourite books and I feel happy when
everyone gets a turn. I like listening to all the different books. I love it
when they bring in the same books because I like hearing them again. I like
Chatter Books because it makes me smart.”

“There’s such enthusiasm about it. The children
absolutely love it and can’t wait to hear the next
story.” Reception Teacher



Chatter Books in Reception & Impact

“I’m going to read Cinderella to Patch because it’s
my favourite. I’m excited to take him home.”

“I like the funny books my friends
read with Patch.”

“I like the 
different stories 

my friends bring in 
to read. I like 

looking at them in 
the book corner” 

“Since Chatter Books started, the children have been using the
book corner more, sharing the books they like and reading
different ones too. ” Reception Teacher



Chatter Books in Reception & Impact
Each class has a scrap book with details and photographs of the books shared with the mascot. These 

are kept in the book corner and the children enjoy sharing them.

“There’s such enthusiasm about it. The children
absolutely love it and can’t wait to hear the next
story.” Reception Teacher

“I think it’s really good because people can bring in a story 
and read it. I brought in ‘Monstersaurus’. I get to know 
new stories and they’re cool. The stories the girls bring in 

are different to the stories the boy’s stories.” 



Chatter Books in Year One & Impact

“We listen to each other’s stories. I
like to listen to different stories. The
ones I haven’t heard are good. “

“The children keep bringing books in to share with each other. At
registration, we now all seem to talk about the books we like and
have been reading. One child brought in a book by David Walliams
so now all the children want to read his books.” Year 1 Teacher

The children in Year One like to bring their favourite books in from home to share. After reading, they enjoy 
sorting them into their own categories, such as by author, book type and books with different themes. 

They also liked 
exploring a book 
blanket.



Chatter Books in Year One & Impact

“The children have started
making their own books at home
and bringing them to school to
share.” Year 1 Teacher

The children enjoyed 
taking part in a Battle of 

the Books! They voted 
for four of their 

favourite books and after 
reading them again voted 

for their favourite. 

“I like bringing books to school to
share with my friends.”

“I liked the Battle of the Books. It
was fun. I voted for the winner! I
hadn’t heard the Toucan book before
and I thought it was really funny.”



Chatter Books in Year Two & Impact
The children in Year Two started their own ‘Rights of the Reader’ 
poster. They add to it regularly and even those who find decoding 
more of a challenge are starting to ‘see’ themselves as readers.

They enjoyed 
longer sessions in 
the school library 

so they could 
discuss the books.

“I like Chatter Books
because I like reading
and talking about
books.”

“We go to the library
and I like talking about
the books with my
friends.”



Chatter Books in Year Two & Impact
The children enjoyed drama and art activities 

to explore characters. 

Sharing books made at home.

“They love the freedom of just being able to read. There
have been more interactions about books and sharing
what they are reading. They have been making their own
books too. ” Year 2 Teacher

They liked discussing 
books based on 
games and are 

discovering they like 
the same authors.

“I like hearing what my
friends read..”



Chatter Books in Year Two & Impact

Making posters 
to promote 
reading for 

around the school.

“I think Chatter Books is fun. I
think it helps it when children
don’t like reading. I didn’t like
reading to begin with. I think
Chatter Books helps people to
read more. I want to make
posters about reading and put
them all around the school.”



Chatter Books in Year Two & Impact

“We have made our book corner into a bookshop. We put the
books in order by authors. We made little tokens to buy books.
Sometimes I like to get the same book. I used to just read Julia
Donaldson and when I was looking under J, I came across
Jacqueline Wilson. She’s now my favourite author.”

‘Big up your Book!’ 
Year 2 worked 
together to 

advertise a chosen 
book and persuade 

their friends to read 
it.

“I think it’s great because I really like reading books. I
can do this in Chatter Books.”



Impact

Reviewing the ROGO (Read on Get On) model after 6 weeks of 
Chatter Books, the children are:

• Enjoying reading

• Motivated to read during ‘free time’

• Thinking (and talking) positively about reading

• Increasing in confidence as readers

• Identifying as readers

• Discussing what they are reading ROGO model evidence base, National Literacy Trust 2017, page 2

Reading…



Impact
Reviewing the intended outcomes after 6 weeks of Chatter Books
Teachers:
• are more aware of their children’s reading preferences and now need to continue to develop 
knowledge of children’s literature and other texts
Children:
• understand what it means to be a ‘reader’ in their class and respect the ‘rights of the 
reader’
• talk positively about themselves as readers
• talk with enthusiasm about their favourite books but their knowledge of authors and 
illustrators is narrow
• talk with confidence about what they like to read but need to develop a wider experience of 
literature and other texts
• are open to reading something that is not their typical choice of book
• know they sometimes enjoy the books their teacher reads to them rather than knowing 
they will be able  to recommend books they might like to read



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice

The impact the Teachers as Readers research had on practice was interesting as even though
we focussed on a few areas from the research, other areas have also started to develop.

• Developing ‘Reading for Pleasure’ through the introduction of ‘Chatter Books’ has
highlighted the importance of providing dedicated time for children to talk about books.
This has resulted in children and teachers discussing books more regularly at other times
throughout the school day.

• As there is more ‘book talk’, between teachers and children about books, teachers are
beginning to develop their knowledge of children’s literature and books.

• ‘Chatter Books’ has also resulted in the children showing more interest in the book areas in
the classrooms. One class have taken ownership of their social reading environment by
reorganising it and making signs.



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice

• Sharing ‘Chatter Books’ in the Reading Corner
section of our newsletter has started to involve
parents and share ideas for developing ‘Reading
for Pleasure’ at home. This is beginning to
develop a wider interactive reading community.



Our Plans
Our next steps for supporting the development of ‘Reading for Pleasure’ at The Cambridge:

• To continue to develop ‘Chatter Books’

• To develop teacher knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

• To develop children’s knowledge of a range of text types, authors and illustrators

• To develop social reading environments throughout the school

• To develop an interactive reading community
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