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 Having had to ta take a break from teaching for family reasons, I am 
currently working at The Primrose Centre,  a P.R.U. in Sandwell, West 
Midlands. This is a temporary post, but I am still trying to contribute to 
spreading the reading for pleasure ethos!

 At my previous school, Reading for Pleasure (RfP) and its promotion was 
not yet a priority. When I walked down corridors or into classrooms, the 
books on offer were limited to bundles of class novels and old editions of 
some classics, some clearly dated and damaged too. The KS2 library was a 
rather sad and uninspiring set of bookcases in the main corridor. 

 Such was my interest in reading, reading for pleasure and children’s 
literature, that, when the position became available on a temporary basis, I 
volunteered to take on the Reading Lead whilst the post holder was on 
maternity leave.

 I knew I had limited time and a huge amount of work to undertake, and I 
was quite inexperienced: the OU Reading For Pleasure website became my 
starting point and platform!  Using their ‘Review  Your Practice’ 
questionnaire, as well as the children’s Reading Survey really opened my 
eyes on how to develop my practice. 



Reflecting on the five Open University’s Teachers 

as Readers (TaRs) findings, I identified areas for 

development in more than one area but decided 

that my priority would need to be around 

developing: 

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature 

and other texts (Cremin et al., 2014).

In other words, I needed to start from ‘home’ 

and ensure I was confident and knowledgeable 

enough about children’s literature. 





➢ I asked children and staff members to take the survey, and the 
children’s responses revealed key points:

a. The pupils were bored with the books on offer as they were old

b. The texts did not reflect the range of the children’s personal interests 
and most were strictly linked to use in English lessons

c. Independent reading and story time was not given enough time, was 
rushed and the texts were chosen by the adults



Therefore, I myself needed to start the journey towards a greater, deeper 
and broader knowledge of children’s literature, if I wanted to succeed in 
effectively promoting reading for pleasure and in convincing all staff of the 
amazing – and  proven - impact this would have on the overall 
development and attainment of our pupils!  

➢ Starting a book club for Upper Key Stage 2, was a first step to directly 
involve the children and reap the benefit of their feedback and 
contributions too. 

In minutes, all the places on offer were snatched up!



❖ I joined Twitter and explored recommended websites, started to 
follow children’s authors, bloggers, teachers and organisations 
which promoted reading for pleasure and offered reviews and 
recommendations. I attended Reading Rocks events around the 
country too.

Picture Book Club 
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In the process, I also connected with many independent booksellers, who 
daily prove to be invaluable sources of inspiration, information, resources 
and services for schools. I visited some and attended workshops (Reading 
Rocks events are exceptional for connecting with other teachers too).

 Connecting with children’s authors, bloggers, teachers and 
organisations increased and deepened my knowledge of children’s 
literature. It also led to a broadening of horizons in terms of 

inclusivity and increased representation. 
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Connecting with authors will bring books to life and engage readers with 
the writing process, as well as facilitate informal Book Talk.
There are so many amazing authors out there who respond generously and 
enthusiastically, and will visit schools too (small selection here)…  

Outline of Project





I discovered wondrous picture books and picturebooks (yes, there is a 
difference!), both fiction and non-fiction titles which are fantastic in 
capturing adult and young readers’ imagination and engaging them in 
relevant and meaningful informal Book Talk for learning, creativity, 
empathy, diversity and understanding  the world.

Outline of Project



 My reading ‘diet’ improved immensely and I was able to have a 
direct impact on the school’s curriculum, not just in English but 
also in other subjects, as my research made me aware of so many 
books which would benefit all areas. 

 In specific areas, such as PSHE, graphic novels and non-fiction, 
there was a remarkable leap in the quality as well as quantity of 
the texts on offer. This was instrumental in engaging a group of 
previously reluctant readers, who were able to find books to 
stimulate specific interests; the EmpathyLabUk lists led to an 
enriched and updated impact on reading for pleasure and for 
discussions in PSHE.  

 I posted pupils’ work in writing linked to texts and children’s 
book reviews  on Twitter and the response of children’s authors 
further reinforced the love of reading and the children’s 
responses in informal book talk.



 As I am not currently teaching, I propose to continue to read and 
broaden my knowledge of children’s literature, with a particular 
interest in poetry.

 I am hoping to be able to put this into teaching practice in the 
classroom soon!

 NEXT STEPS –

Meanwhile, moving forward on my personal reading journey, I am 
now determined to explore further the amazing range of 
picturebooks and read more poetry.


