
 

 
 

Informal book talk 

Paula Hewson 

Context 

I am a mixed Year 1&2 teacher and the English lead at Burgh By 

Sands Primary School. I would love to create a love of reading 

throughout the school. We are always looking for ways to improve 

our writing in school and I believe that reading and writing go hand 

in hand so creating a love of reading will also help to improve the 

writing throughout the school. I once heard a quote which really 

inspired me-‘’ Reading is breathing in and writing is breathing out’’. 

Research Inspiration and Rationale 

The Open University’s Teachers as Readers (Cremin et al., 2014) 

findings that I focused on were: 

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations 

Aims  

• Engage children and instil a love of reading. 

• Create a buzz about books. 

• To create classroom talk about books.       

Outline 

In order to achieve this I needed to scaffold the talk about books 

and give children the foundations to build the chat upon. I created 

things whole school and classroom based. Some of the things we had 

started in school had to be change due to the pandemic such as the 

buddying up with children from other classes so we did buddying up 

with our own class peers. Below is a list things we have implemented 

around the school and class. 



 

 
 

• A whole school display was put up in the corridor for all 

children to see. It consisted of a picture of the text each 

class was reading in school that week, term or topic. 

• Each class was given a box which was full of books with a 

variety of genres, newspapers, comics and leaflets to take out. 

They took these out at playtimes and lunchtimes with a blanket 

to enjoy reading with each other. 

                                    
• A chart was created and put up at the front of the class for 

children to volunteer to read a story to the class at the end of 

the day. 

• Book time was included in the timetable from 1-120 every day. 

• A cosy reading area was made for children to choose and go 

into and reading teddies were included. 

• During line up time or end of a session chats were started 

about favourite books or books we have read in class and how 

we have read similar stories etc. 

• New books during whole class reading and reading partners to 

strike up conversations about books they have read together in 

class. 

Impact 

Through observation and conversations with children and adults I 

feel that we have created a buzz about books. They want to talk 

about the stories they have read at home with each other. 

During the time tabled book time groups of children joined up with 

similar books and chatted about them. In particular a group of girls 

all chose fairy chapter books and they started writing their own 

stories about fairies with each other. Some children realised that 

they had favourite books and wanted them each time and they really 

enjoyed sharing them with their peers. Others learned about the 



 

 
 

variety of authors and the books they have read written by them. 

Some children couldn’t wait to tell others what was happening in 

their story and share the funny parts. Some of the less able readers 

choose chapter books that they would not normally read and had a 

go at reading them. 

The whole school display created conversations whilst lining up for 

lunch or walking out to play. I heard some year 6 children start 

taking about their story and how good it was and they were going to 

ask their mam to buy it for them. Conversations started when they 

looked at what other classes were reading and some said ‘I’ve read 

that book before’ and another child said ‘so have I’ and they went 

out happily chatting about the book. Teachers came up and said they 

really liked the board and how it was creating conversations with 

children about the books they were reading in the other classes. 

Parents asked about the books we have been reading in class time as 

their child had gone home and talked about it that much, they had 

bought the whole collection of books and have started reading them 

at bedtimes. 

The chart for volunteer readers was always full and they all wanted 

to read at story time- even the less able readers who probably 

wouldn’t have volunteered before. They seemed to grow in 

confidence with books. 

The children enjoyed reading at playtimes and would read to each 

other pretending to be the teacher. The reception teacher realised 

that her class really enjoyed fact books so she added more to the 

box. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Looking in class I feel I have created the buzz of books and children 

are enjoying reading and chatting to each other or adults in class 

about stories and texts. The activities implemented have helped 

create this so I will now feedback to all of the staff and get them 



 

 
 

to implement the activities in class. I feel it is so important and we 

all need to be encouraging the text talk around school to create the 

whole school ethos of reading for pleasure. 

I still have activities and ideas I would like to implement in school. I 

would like a graffiti wall outside as well as in classrooms to write 

about books and give reviews and recommendations. I would like to 

introduce an author of the term and do some work with some 

authors in school. However, I feel we are heading in the right 

direction and I am excited to see it instilled throughout the school. 
 


