
 

  

YA Book Prize 

The YA Book Prize launched in 2014 to award a YA title written by an author living in the UK or 

Ireland. Organised by book trade magazine The Bookseller and run in partnership with Hay Festival. 

The shortlist is selected by a team at The Bookseller and the winner is selected by a panel of expert 

and teenage judges, who are asked to pick the book they believe is the best-written and that they 

would be most likely to share with young adults 

It is the first UK and Ireland prize to specifically focus on fiction for young adults. The prize celebrates 

great books for teenagers and young adults and aims to get more teens reading and buying books. 

From a shortlist of 10 the 2021 winner chosen was:   

 

Loveless by Alice Oseman HarperCollins. ISBN: 9780008244125  
 
A coming-out story about Georgia, a romance-obsessed teenager 
who realises that she is aromantic and asexual. The judges called it 
“a joyful book that truly promotes celebrating our differences”. 
Thoroghly absorbing with believable and entertaining characters this 
is a book about self-discovery, self-acceptance, friendship and 
finding yourself in a society where you feel the odd one out but 
recognising you deserve a place just as you are. 

 
 

 

  



Shortlist 

Wranglestone by Darren Charlton. Stripes. ISBN: 978 1788951210 

Good Girl, Bad Blood by Holly Jackson HarperCollins ISBN: 9781405297752 

And the Stars Were Burning Brightly by Danielle Jawando Simon & Schuster ISBN: 9781471178771 

Eight Pieces of Silva by Patrice Lawrence .Hodder. ISBN: 978 1444954746 

Loveless by Alice Oseman. HarperCollins  ISBN:9780008244125  

The Great Godden by Meg Rosoff. Bloomsbury ISBN: 978-1526618535 

Melt My Heart by Bethany Rutter. Macmillan ISBN: 9781529041163 

Hold Back the Tide by Melinda Salisbury Scholastic ISBN: 9781407180298 

Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle. Andersen Press.ISBN: 978-1783449873 

A Snowfall of Silver by Laura Wood Scholastic. ISBN: 9781407192413 

 

Discussion Notes on each title and author Q& A and first chapter extracts can be found here 

https://www.thebookseller.com/shortlist-ya-book-prize-2021 


