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Context 

The research took place in Loscoe Church of England Primary 
school in Derbyshire.  The school has 150 pupils from mixed 
backgrounds. It took place during the third Covid lockdown in 
January-February 2021.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The project was set up to promote reading for pleasure during lockdown.  It was also 
an ideal opportunity to address two key research themes from the research into 
Reading for Pleasure (RfP) (Cremin et al., 2014) 
 

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations  

• Knowledge of children’s reading practices 
 
In Professor Teresea Cremin’s article ‘Reading communities: why, what and how?’ 
she states that ‘if we want to nurture readers for life, it is essential we position 
ourselves as fellow readers and seize informal opportunities to engage in such 
significant ‘book blether’.’ 
 

Aims  

My primary aim was to promote 
and encourage RfP with a weekly 
on-line book chat during lockdown 
for our three KS2 classes.  

I wanted to focus on informal book 
chat as I felt that was hard to do 
when the children were at home and 
unable to chat with their friends. I 
also hoped it would give me a better 
insight into the children as readers.  

During lockdown, I also 
encouraged children to make and 
share their own book journals. 

http://oro.open.ac.uk/66255/


 

 
 

Outline 

Each of our KS2 classes had daily registration meetings during the third lockdown.  
Once a week, I asked each class to stay online to discuss books they were reading. 

I started each book meeting with a summary of the book that I was reading, 
highlighting the fact that I was a fellow reader.  I then asked each child in turn, to 
tell me about their book. 

The time speaking to each class was a fantastic way to get to know what each 
child was reading.  I found it difficult to answer children with hands up so instead 
listened to each child in turn. This gave the less confident children a chance to be 
heard. There were big improvements during the course of lockdown with children 
summarising and talking about their choice of book. 

While talking about books, I found it necessary to pass on ideas to encourage reading 
stamina.  For example, I suggested that children read at least the first three chapters 
of a new book to get into the story. Several children found that useful advice. I also 
tried to encourage children to read at least one chapter every day, as it’s easy to lose 
the thread of a book that is infrequently read. 

Impact 

Speaking to children, I realised that different children had different stumbling blocks to 
RfP.  By speaking to each child on the screen, I was quickly able to identify and solve 
some of these problems. 
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I had this conversation with a different child 
who had received a box of books for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

I haven’t got 
any books! 

This one was an easy problem to solve. A 
Polish pupil did not have any English reading 
books. I was able to drop off several books 
that he might like.  

Another child in the class offered books to a 
different pupil who had no books at home, 
taking them to her house and leaving them 
on the doorstep.  She thanked him in our next 
book group. 

Look at all my 
books! 

Which one 
are you 

reading? 
I haven’t 

started them! 
yet! 



 

 
 

I suggested he start the first one and I’d ask him where he was up to the following week. 

Each week he read several chapters and by the end of lockdown had read several of 
his books. 

The weekly book chat and progress check seemed to motivate some children to 
persevere with their RFP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping an eye on the ‘chat’ box 
helped promote discussion of books 
between the children themselves. 
They liked to confirm a reader’s 
choice if they’d read the book or any 
other books by that author. 

 

 

  

I’m reading five 
different books. 

I had to challenge some reading 
practises. Personally, I like to read one 
book at a time. Sometimes, especially for 
children who move between two 
households, it’s easier for children to 
have two books on the go.  Five books on 
the go makes it impossible to keep track 
of a story and some children needed to 
be encouraged to complete books. 

In one book group, a child was very 
enthusiastic about ‘Strangeworlds Travel 
Agency’ by L. D. Lapinkski.  As it helps 
promote RfP, I decided to buy a copy and 
read it. On return to school, my copy went 
in the library and now the book has a 
waiting list of children wanting to borrow 
it. 

The second book in the series has now 
also hit the classroom! 

I’m reading this 
book because 

people on here 
said it was good. 

Hey, I’ve read 
that book. It’s 
really good, isn’t 
it? 

Can I borrow that 
book when we’re 
back at school? 



 

 
 

 

One of the unforeseen positive aspects of the online book clubs was that the teachers 
also stayed on to listen to what the children were reading. Some joined in with the 
book they were reading and learnt about new books to share with their class. 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

On return to school, the children in each class were keen to carry on their book clubs.  
Their responses on a Google form questionnaire demonstrated this: 

 

“It was a lot fun to learn about different authors.” 

 

“I have really enjoyed doing my book journal and plan 
to carry on for the rest of the year.” 

 

“I really liked book club and I would like to see it carry 
on.” 

 

Through their responses, I also learned that 
the children thought that the most important 
thing they had gained at Book Club was 
knowledge about books through 
recommendations.  

They wanted to borrow and read the books 
that had been promoted each week. They 
wanted to read books that their peers (or I) 
had recommended. 

Of course, the best thing about carrying on the 
book clubs in school was looking at ‘real’ 
books, not books on a screen.  

And once the children were back at school, we 
enjoyed making book blankets to find out 
what everyone was reading now.   

 


