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Context

I am currently a School Direct Student Teacher at 

Valley Invicta East Borough Primary School in 

Maidstone, Kent. The school is part of the Valley 

Invicta Academy Trust which consists of various 

primary and secondary schools. I have always 

enjoyed reading  but I am keen to develop my own 

knowledge of children’s poetry. 

At my current school Reading for Pleasure (RfP) is 

always encouraged; however, after surveying the 

children in Year 2 it became apparent that their 

knowledge of poems and poets was very limited.



OU research 
inspiration 
and 
rationale

When I researched into Reading for Pleasure (RfP) 

and Teachers as Readers (TaRs), it became apparent 

that I needed to expand my own knowledge of 

children’s literature and other texts. Having 

completed a degree in English Literature I felt that 

my knowledge of literature was of a good standard, 

but I needed to develop my knowledge of children’s 

literature.

One of my personal favourite aspects of literature 

is poetry. Having worked in school as a Teaching 

Assistant for a number of years and now a Student 

Teacher I have found that the use of poetry in 

schools is almost non-existent. Therefore, I chose 

to base my project on expanding my knowledge of 

children’s poetry and then introducing my class to 

the wonder of poetry.

Open University, 2019, Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and other text, Research rich pedagogies, [online]

“Teachers’ knowledge of 

children’s literature and 

other texts is not 

commonly regarded as 

part of the subject 

knowledge required of 

teachers, yet the 

Teachers as Readers 

(TaRs) research has 

shown it is highly 

significant in developing 

children as readers who 

can and DO choose to 

read”.



Aims

Teach
Use my knowledge throughout my teaching 
career to ensure poetry is used regularly to 
enhance children’s reading practice.

Encourage
Encourage children to discuss their own 
opinions of poems and write and perform their 
own poetry.

Expand Expand children’s knowledge of poetry.

Expand
Expand my own knowledge of children’s 
poetry.



Extending my own 
knowledge 
I needed to start by expanding my own 

knowledge and understanding of 

children’s poetry. 

I began by having a learning session with 

CLPE this was extremely beneficial and 

taught me different ways that poetry can 

be used in the classroom. 

The session provided me with tools to be 

able to feel more confident in using 

poetry within the classroom.



Extending my own 
knowledge 

I then began to research as many different 
children’s poets as I could. I did this by 
asking other teachers their favourite poems 
as well as online research.

I then started to build my own library of 
poetry books that I can use within my 
teaching career.

It was through this research that I began to 
feel more confident with different poets, 
structures of poems and genres of poems.



• Once I had my knowledge, I took this back to

the classroom where I created a ‘Poem of the

Day’ display board. I then introduced a new

poem every day. Some days I read the poem,

and other days I played a video of the poet

reading the poem. Other days I linked the

poems to our various topics in other subjects.

This became a regular and popular part of our

day and we carried this on for three weeks,

reading a different poem each day.

• After each poem we had a group discussion

about what the children thought of the

poems. They were encouraged to give their

own opinions of the poem and also respect

other children’s opinions as well as talking

about how the poem made them feel.

• At the end of the three-week period, we had

a longer session where the children wrote

their own poem and performed it to the

class.

Outline



Impact

The impact has been profoundly positive effect in many 

different aspects.

• Over the three weeks the poems became extremely successful. 

Children became excited when it was time to read our ‘poem of the 

day’, with children often asking, ‘can we read another poem?’

• At the beginning of the project, I had asked the children to complete 

a survey on poetry where there understanding/ knowledge of poems 

was almost non-existent. By the end of the project, they were 

all able to recall various poems and poets. “I want to be a poet when I 

am older”, the children told me.

• On our weekly library visits, children began borrowing poetry books 

which expanded their knowledge of literature and they began 

reading them for pleasure.

• As poems can be so varied in length, all children were able to access 

them as they were able to read a poem at their own ability.



Impact

• I also linked poems in with our class topics; for example, our 

science topic was plants, so we read some poems on plants during 

our science lesson.

• Another positive effect was the language that the children began 

to use, especially the EAL children where they were still struggling 

with their actual reading of English. By reading the poems they 

were able to go back to the basics of their phonic sounds.

• The children also began to use the vocabulary from the poems in 

their other writing in different lessons.

• The poems encouraged children to discuss their feelings through 

reading the poems and discussing the emotions, which is so 

important for their own mental wellbeing.



Impact

• During the last week they all wrote their own poems based on our topic of African Animals, 

they were all then asked if they would like to perform their poem in front of the class – we 

enabled this to be a celebration of our poetry experience and the children were so excited 

to get up on stage and show us what they had learnt. Their confidence was amazing!

• An ASD child who has recently joined us back in our class was able to participate in the 

poetry project and the whole experience gave him so much confidence and joy as he was 

able to enjoy the poems and perform in front of the class, which he has never done before.

• Also, the whole project had a huge impact on myself as a teacher and my confidence to 

ensure that children can read and enjoy poems has grown.



My Year 2 Poets



Reflections on impact 
the TaRs research 
had on practice
• I believe that my own research on children’s 

poetry at the beginning of the project had a huge 

impact on successfully ensuring that the children 

were able to gain knowledge of a wide range of 

poetry, which reflected in their engagement.

• The project was extremely enjoyed by both myself 

and the children. It created a positive reading 

community whereby children were enjoying the 

poems they were reading and not just reading 

them because they had to.

• The project also extended the children's 

knowledge of a wide range of poems which they 

can use effectively in the future.

• The project was so successful that I have decided 

to continue my poem of the day in my new 

classroom and ensure that poems are a regular 

occurrence within the classroom.


