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Context 

I am a teacher at Elmhurst Primary School.  The school has focused 
heavily over the past few years on reading for pleasure.  I feel I could do 
more to help boost RfP within my class as there are still some reluctant readers.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I will be focusing on point 2 - knowledge of children’s reading 
practices.  When asked by a colleague to imagine what specific 
children in my class would like to read, I could only respond for a few 
children.  I therefore want to boost my own understanding of what 
children in my class enjoy reading in order to make more accurate 
recommendations.    
I want to be able to ‘skilfully book-match and tailor 
recommendations to particular individuals’  (Reading Communities, 
Why, What How?). This should also lead to more informal book talk 
as I become more confident to discuss book choices with the 
class.  By doing this, I will hopefully be modelling this behaviour to the class and this will encourage 
them to recommend books to one another.  It would be great if this then led to a classroom reading 
community.   

Aims  

• I want to be more adept at recommending texts for individuals especially for those reluctant 
readers 

• I want to develop a classroom reading community where individuals (including me) are 
confident and happy to talk about their preferences and the books they are reading. 

Outline 

Book log 

I gave the children a paper copy of a bookshelf.  The image 
has several shelves with books on there and their spines 
face outwards.  The idea is that when the children finish 
reading a book they write the name of the book on the 
spine and rate it out of 10.  

 



 

Scrapbook 

In addition, I am setting the class a weekly project to create a ‘scrapbook record’ in relation to what 
they have been reading.  I have given them some guidance as to what they could do but I want them 
to take ownership and create something which they think ties into the book they have read.  My 
suggestions were to: 

• Create a poster about what they have read 
• Make notes about what they have read 
• Create a book review 
• Bring in something to remind them about 

what they read  

I don’t want the children to feel like they have to 
finish the book in a week before starting the next 
one.  I want them to read a book at their own pace 
and add to the scrapbook item as they go.  

I plan on doing this along with the children as this will 
help me to improve my knowledge of children’s 
literature.  Also, it should encourage children to keep 
up with their reading and the scrapbook record.   It 
should also demonstrate that I will be reading the 
same book for several weeks and this is fine.  

All the papers will be kept in a file organiser located 
in the book corner.  I want the children to feel like 
they have ownership of this and can look at what 
others are reading in order to help them decide what 
to read next.  I can also look at this easily in order to see what the children have been reading.  



  

Impact 

Children are enjoying recording the books they have read on the ‘bookshelf’ log and therefore they 
are more motivated to read. There is an appetite to have a long list of books and children are seeing it 
as a challenge to achieve this.  I am slightly concerned that some children are just noting the names of 
the books without properly reading them.  I am trying to take more time to look at children’s reading 
preferences and I have to be quite disciplined with this, as otherwise it is easy to forget about. 

I modelled a scrapbook poster for a Darren Shan book I had read.  This encouraged others to 
complete a poster in a similar way as can be seen from the ‘When Stars are Scattered’ poster 
above.  Some children wrote about the book they had read and some combined images along with 
explanations and reviews.  This was great in that I wanted children to take ownership and create 
something in their own way. 

This scrapbook work is particularly useful because it shows me that children are engaging and 
understanding the texts they are reading.  The child who designed the poster for ‘When Stars are 
Scattered’ is in the literacy support group but I can see he has followed the storyline of the book.  



A limitation of this is that only children who are motivated to create a piece for the scrap book are 
doing it.  I don’t want to force children to do it, I want it to be something they have done naturally 
once they have read it.  I need to try to maintain a focus on this and keep promoting it but it is 
another task which I have to be quite disciplined with to make sure I do it.  

We have introduced a new school wide competition to get children reading called ‘Battle of the 
Books’.  Once children have read a book they do a review on Padlet so I will add their padlet reviews 
to the scrap book so they do not have to duplicate work.  Hopefully this will help boost the 
engagement of those who wouldn’t create a piece for the scrap book voluntarily.  

I was really pleased, when a child came up to me recently and advised that they had completed the 
whole bookshelf with the books they have read.  I have taken this from them so I can look at what 
they have been reading.  They asked for it back so they can add it to the file organiser in the book 
corner.  Which shows they are voluntarily working on the document and taking pride in their 
successes.  

Since undertaking this project I do feel more adept at recommending books for the class which was 
one of my aims.  Since beginning the project Darren Shan has taken off in a big way within the 
class.  As a class we discussed this interest and it became apparent that scary and fantasy elements 
were key drivers in their interest.  Based on these themes I introduced some of the Five Nights at 
Freddy’s books as I know lots of the children also like to play computer games.  There has been a real 
buzz around these books subsequently.  This is also an example of incidental class discussion about 
books which was another of my aims from the project.  

One limitation would be that I still don’t feel confident about recommending books for every child in 
the class.  However, my knowledge of lots of the children’s reading preferences has improved.  
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

My project detailed above is largely linked into (TaR 2) however I have been trying to bring other 
aspects of TaR pedagogy into the classroom. 

I have been heavily focusing on improving my knowledge of children’s literature (TaR 1).  I have 
mainly been focusing on books appropriate for my year 6 class because this will have the greatest 
short term impact.  I have read Darren Shan and created a buzz about the Cirque du Freak series 
which is currently being passed around.  From this I have introduced some Five Nights at Freddy’s 
books which are also proving to be popular with many of the children.  I have read a book which will 
tie into our history unit on the partition  called ‘A Beautiful Lie’ however I  haven’t found this book 
particularly engaging and I don’t think it will be one I introduce to the class at this time.  I have been 
reading ‘Ravensgate’ and ‘Boy in the Tower’ for my literacy lessons. The school-wide competition 
called ‘Battle of the Books’ is creating a real buzz around certain books.  I am going to aim to read as 
many of these books as possible in order to help promote them. 

During registration there is always time for independent reading in the class.  I am trying to stick to 
our daily reading aloud time which has often slipped in the past (TaR 3).  Since studying ‘Once’ by 
Morris Gleitzman at the beginning of the year many of my class have been interested in World War 
II.  I have therefore tried to find books which link to WWII for whole class reading.  I am currently 



reading ‘Mohinder’s War’ by Bali Rai which is proving to be popular and I would definitely 
recommend this for a Y6 class.  

I am trying to make more time to demonstrate myself as a reader by trying as much as possible to 
take time to read during registration (TaR 4).  I find if I model this behaviour then the children are 
more willing to read and it seems like a collective endeavour.  I am also trying to have more informal 
book talk where possible (TaR 3).  There is certainly a buzz around certain books such as the ‘Once’ 
series, Darren Shan’s ‘Cirque du Freak’ and the books we are introducing for the “Battle of the Books’ 
competition.  Due to this, informal book talk is happening more spontaneously but it is hard to stop 
children from giving endings away.  

 As we are coming to the end of the year I am starting to think about my class next year.   

I think it is really important that our school-wide competition ‘Battle of the Books’ is successful within 
my class so this will be my initial aim.  I therefore want to create a display around this which lists the 
books and the competition structure.  This should engage children as I will use the display to reveal 
which books are coming next and they can easily see which books have progressed in the 
competition.   Hopefully, as children look at the display it will encourage incidental book talk.  This will 
tie in with both TaR 3 and 5.  

I would definitely utilise the bookshelf log which I implemented for this project.  I just need to be 
cautious about my timing as I don’t want to introduce this along with the ‘Battle of the Books’ 
competition as it might be too much at once and neither is completed properly.  Ideally I will do this 
in the Autumn terms so I can understand my classes reading preferences as soon as possible (TaR 2) 

I will also continue to improve my knowledge of children’s literature by reading as much as possible 
(TaR 1), continue to read out loud daily (TaR3) and demonstrate myself as a reader as often as I can 
(TaR4).  In addition I want to create and maintain a visually engaging book corner.  I will do this by 
limiting the number of books on the shelves but rotating the stock regularly.  I will try to limit the use 
of tatty books and ensure that as many as possible are front facing and on stands (TaR3).  

One other success I have had this year is introducing a special shelf in my book corner in which sits all 
the books I have read (thankfully the amount of books has grown as the year has gone on).  Children 
know they have to keep these books in mint condition and ask me if they want to read them so it has 
created a sense of them being really ‘special’. The class loved choosing these books and it is definitely 
something I will continue with next year. This sits within TaR3 and 5.  
 

 


