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Context:

• I currently work part time at Hadrian Park Primary 
School in North Tyneside. Over 2 days I work with 
four classes, however one day is spent teaching 
Foundation subjects to one of the Y2 classes and it 
was in this class I decided to focus my research.

• The school places a great emphasis on reading, with 
daily reading of a class book with children voting for 
this.



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE

• In order to focus my research and develop Reading 
For Pleasure (RfP) with the children in the Y2 class, I 
decided to carry out some baseline assessment with 
the group of children initially available due to Covid 
restrictions. This related to point 2 of the Open 
University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) findings,

-’Knowledge of children’s reading practices’.

• In addition, at our initial Teacher Reading Group, we 
had carried out an Alphabet of Authors and I 
decided that this would be another starting point 
with the children.



Baseline findings

• The Year 2 children said they all had books and read books 
at home for pleasure.

• They could only name 4 authors: Julia Donaldson, 
Quentin Blake, Roald Dahl and Axel Scheffler. 
Interestingly, the boy who named Quentin Blake did so 
because he knew he had illustrated some of Dahl’s books.

• None of the children could say why they liked these 
authors nor could they recommend a book or author to 
someone else.

• Additionally, when asked about poetry, they were unsure 
and didn’t appear to know anything about it.



Aims

As a result of my discussions, I decided to focus on 
point 3 of the ‘Teachers as Readers’ findings;

‘A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

• Social reading environments

• Reading aloud

• Independent reading

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk and 
recommendations

My main focus was on the last 2 bullet points. My aim 
being to extend the children’s knowledge of authors, 
develop the ability to recommend books to others and to 
extend their knowledge of poetry.



Outline
• After reading ‘Reading communities: why, what and how?’ by Professor 

Teresa Cremin (NATE article-RfP website). I decided to adapt ‘Nico’s 
Reading River’ by Jon Biddle, (OU RfP website) and combine it with 
author studies(Adopt an Author, ‘Teachers’ knowledge of children’s 
literature and other texts’- OUP) to develop the children’s range of 
authors.    

• I decided to begin with Quentin Blake since this author had been 
mentioned by one of the children and the books were already in the 
children’s book corner. 

• Additionally, the Reading Display was changed to reflect our 
journey.



Outline

• I began by putting out 2 of Quentin Blake’s books for the 
children to vote for.

• I  asked children why they had chosen one book instead of the 
other. Initially, they were not sure so I made suggestions 
about the illustrations, the blurb on the back of the book, etc.

• I then read the chosen book to the class and asked who had 
enjoyed it and for what reason. Also, any who hadn’t enjoyed it 
and their reasons.

• At each stage, I asked questions and scaffolded answers 
making sure that they knew it was fine to not like a book.

• I introduced the idea of whether or not they would 
recommend the book to someone, giving the reasons why.

• I shared my reading habits, the range of books I read, 
membership of a Book Club and who I recommended books to 
depending on their taste.



• ‘Silent reading’ became ‘quiet reading’ where children read the 
book of their choice and then talked about it to their partner. 
One boy decided that although he hadn’t enjoyed his book he 
knew who else would and why!

• I decided to move on to Poetry. I gave children the choice of 
2 poetry books to choose from. These were Pet Poems and 
School Poems. One child said she chose School Poems because 
she didn’t have a pet but ‘I come to school so I might find 
things I know’.

• I continued to only give children 2 poetry books to choose from 
for two more weeks then, the following week, I gave them the 
choice between a poetry book and a short story by an author I 
knew they enjoyed. The poetry book won by 1 vote.

• I repeated this for two more weeks. In the last week, there 
was only 1 vote for the short story and the rest of the votes 
were all for the poetry book!

Outline



Reading display at the 
beginning of research.

Changes made during our ‘river journey’ and author studies.



Impact
• Recommending Books, Making connections and enjoying poetry.

• Children are, at times, recommending books to other children. One boy 
said that his sister would love a book we had read as ‘she loves dinosaurs’. 
One boy said that he wouldn’t recommend a book he had read to 
someone else as ‘nothing much seemed to happen in it’.

• In response to my question about why he had voted for Magic Poems to 
be shared , another boy replied that he had seen a film about wizards that 
he had enjoyed and thought he might enjoy these poems (he did!).

• When reading Magic Poems, one girl said, ‘Oh that’s just like something 
that happened in the Worst Witch and I like that book’ (making 
connections).

• One girl asked, ‘Where did you get the poetry books?’. My response, ‘your 
book corner!’

• One girl said, ‘Mrs Brown, I chose to read the Poetry book you read with 
us last week. I really enjoyed it.’



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice

• Professor Teresa Cremin’s article ‘Reading communities: why, 
what and how?’ (NATE article-RfP website) greatly affected 
the work I did with the class as did the discussions in our TRG 
meetings.

• Building in time to talk informally about texts is crucial. 
Children are, as she states, used to being asked questions to 
check their understanding of events or vocabulary. However ,if 
teachers show that they are also readers, who share their 
preferences and reading habits then children will also do this. 
They are then more likely to be motivated and enthusiastic to 
read and share their reading habits and read of their own 
volition.  

• Next steps
• Share my work with the rest of the staff.
• Recommend that they join a TRG if they are given the 

opportunity.


