
Probably The Lord of the Rings by J R R Tolkien. For some reason I really connected with the character of
Samwise Gamgee. Most people probably think of Frodo as the hero, or at a push Aragorn, but I've always
thought it’s Sam. I guess it depends on how you define a hero as there can be lots of different types. For me
it's the character who represents the story's heart, and Sam is definitely the beating heart of The Lord of the
Rings. Also, he is always positive, a real can-do person, totally altruistic, well-intentioned and above all, the
best and most loyal friend that anybody could wish for. And these are traits that I think I really prize.
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I think my favourite of my picture books is Odd Dog Out. I'm very proud that
it's message of blazing your own trail and being yourself has resonated with
so many people across the world. My favourite of my middle-grade stories is
Peanut Jones and the Illustrated City. Mainly because it's the only one I've
written (so far)! It's my first attempt at a chapter book and I couldn't be
prouder of it. I'm really excited to see what readers make of it.

The benefits of reading are manifold. There's the obvious stuff like the fact that it
helps build vocabulary and develop language/grammar skills, but I think it's also
really important because it exposes you to a wealth of places, characters, social
situations and issues that you might never encounter in your real day-to-day life. It
teaches you to walk in someone else's shoes which, in turn, helps nurture empathy
and kindness. And the real key is reading for pleasure. Once that happens, you really
start to develop a natural desire to learn.  So reading really has the power to set you
up for the rest of your life and help you to fulfil your potential.
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Rob Biddulph is a bestselling and multi award-winning
author/illustrator whose picture books include Blown Away, Odd

Dog Out, Kevin and Show and Tell. His first children's novel,
Peanut Jones and the Illustrated City, was published in September
2021. In March 2020 he started #DrawWithRob, a series of draw-

along videos designed to help parents whose children were forced
to stay home from school due to the coronavirus pandemic.  


