
 

 
 

Lownsbrough’s Library 

Rachel Lownsbrough 

Context  

The University of Cambridge Primary School is the first primary training school in the country, 
committed to high quality teaching and learning that is rooted in research. We adopt a principled 
approach in all we do. The school opened in 2015 and is a three-form entry primary school. I 
currently teach a Year 3 class. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I have always enjoyed children’s literature, but I wanted to increase 
my own knowledge of current literature and expand my classroom’s 
bank of high-quality texts. I wanted to have these texts readily 
available to be able to draw on them in my own teaching and 
recommend them to children who do not know where to go next on 
their reading journey. My rationale for this research links to three of 
the main findings from the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research: 

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other 
texts. 

2. Reading teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach. 
3. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. (Cremin et al. 2014) 

I have used several websites to help me find award-winning literature in many categories including 
picture books and poetry: 

• https://toppsta.com/blog/view/children's-book-awards-2020-shortlists-and-winners  

• https://www.waterstones.com/the-waterstones-childrens-book-prize  

• https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book-awards/uk0/UKLA-Book-Awards-2020.html  

 

Aims  

My aim in this research project was to: 

- become more familiar with recently published high-quality children’s literature 
- expose the children in my class to a wider range of literature  
- create a space for children to have conversations about books, recommend their favourite 

authors and make informed choices about what to read. 

Connect the aims clearly to one of the key TaRs research findings (Cremin et al., 2014). 

Outline 

1. Picture Book Advent Calendar 

https://toppsta.com/blog/view/children's-book-awards-2020-shortlists-and-winners
https://www.waterstones.com/the-waterstones-childrens-book-prize
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book-awards/uk0/UKLA-Book-Awards-2020.html


 

 
 

My idea of Lownsbrough’s Library began as a book advent calendar. This was a spark of inspiration, 
where I decided that instead of counting the days until the Christmas holidays with chocolate, we 
would do it with picture books.  

 

 

 

 

 

Each day, a child would open an envelope that contained an image of the front cover of a picture 
book. We would then sit and read the book together. This became one of our favourite points of the 
day and although we no longer do the advent calendar, we have continued the tradition of reading a 
picture book at the same time every day. Since then, I have expanded my own knowledge of high-
quality picture books and have added many to the class library. Children enjoy reading these during 
our reading for pleasure sessions. 

  

2. Recommended Reading  

After the exposure to children’s literature during the advent calendar, I was encouraged to explore 
further reading. I wanted to build up my knowledge so that I could recommend a wider range of 
books to the children in my class. I found the toppsta website an excellent starting point for finding 
recently published high quality children’s books.  

https://toppsta.com/blog/view/children's-book-awards-2020-shortlists-and-winners  

I read several chapter books and picture books, which I compiled into a list of recommended 
reading. I also put the books into my class library so that the children could borrow them. I 
particularly enjoyed being able to recommend books that I had read to suit individual children’s 
preferences.  

https://toppsta.com/blog/view/children's-book-awards-2020-shortlists-and-winners


 

 
 

I noticed that the classroom culture had 
changed throughout this process and was 
now one in which children were more excited 
to recommend books to each other. After my 
original list of recommended books, my class 
and I compiled another list; the second was 
completely child-led. I found that the children 
engaged with this list even more than the one 
I had made. They were happy to receive my 
recommendations, but they were more likely 
to choose a book that a peer had read and 

enjoyed. It was exciting to see my class develop a passion and love of 
reading for themselves and to become more aware of their own 
preferences. They are now much more able to say what they enjoy reading and to look for books in 
particular genres.    

Book Club 

I wanted to continue to explore ways to create a collaborative and reciprocal reading community 
within my class and the wider Year 3 cohort. Taking inspiration from another teacher in the school, I 
decided to start up a Year 3 Book Club. During this club, we explored a range of themes. Children 
could bring in a book linked to that theme to share with the rest of the group and we would choose 
some books to read together or in smaller groups. The relaxed atmosphere helped children to have 
open conversations with each other 
about the books they had brought in to 
share. They discussed themes, shared 
favourite parts and related to the 
experiences of characters in books. 
They gave some very mature and 
thoughtful responses to the discussion 
questions and found brilliant examples. 
One of my favourite conversation 
starters is below. I was surprised by the 
mix of opinions and the confidence 
with which children shared their 
thoughts. 

It was interesting to see children engage with the debate and give their opinions. Many of the 
children referred to texts that they had enjoyed to support their ideas.  



 

 
 

Impact 

My research into Reading for Pleasure has had a huge impact on my own reading preferences. I have 
discovered the importance of reading widely and remaining up to date with new publications. My 
own reading journey has inspired me to read a greater range of genres and authors, and to keep 
sharing picture books. It is true that all people engage in stories and that is no less true for adults 
than it is for children! I hope to keep exploring the world of picture books and to widen my 
experience of graphic novels and non-fiction books too. 

My class 

My class have certainly become increasingly avid readers; several children who were not fluent at all 
at the start of the year are now accessing a wide range of reading material and all of the children 
enjoy and are motivated to read. Enjoyment of reading has certainly increased: the daily sharing of a 
picture book has also been a valuable tool in building the class community through shared 
experience.  

Some of the children commented on the reading culture and their use of Lownsbrough’s Library: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One particular success I noticed was a child who had recommended the series of Beast Quest books 
to another child in the class. As a result, the child went on to read the whole series and he has talked 
about them with such enthusiasm. I am sure this would not have happened without the reciprocal 
reading culture that we have created this year.  

Book Club 

The feedback from the children who attended the Year 3 book club also demonstrated their positive 
attitude towards reading:  

 

 

I like it when you read books in class. I like 
books by Oliver Jeffers. I’ve borrowed The 

Secret Garden. It was one of the best books 
I’ve read. 

 

Kotomi, aged 8. 

 

I really like reading. I’ve read lots of 
books and I don’t really have a favourite. 
Right now I’m reading How to train your 

dragon. 
 

Miro, aged 8. 

I liked the Robot with no bottom story because he keeps 
losing it. In one part it was used for a birds nest. I like the 

books we have in class (holding up the Animal 
Encyclopaedia). 

 

Christian, aged 8. 

 

I liked that we got to bring in books so 
that other people could try and experience 
them.  
Hanna, Year 3. 

I liked it very much that we shared different books with 
each other and recommending books. I also really liked 
that we learned about morals of the stories.  
Sarah, Year 3 

 



 

 
 

Reflections  

It has been fantastic to hear the pupil voice throughout my project. I have seen that the children will 
engage with teacher recommendations, but that the opportunity to discuss reading with their peers 
is even more valuable. The children have loved to hear about books from each other and have taken 
ownership of the reading culture in the classroom.  

As I continue this exploration into RfP, I want to continue to create opportunities for children to 
make their own choices about what to read. Some next steps I have identified are: 

- to seek pupil feedback on what books to include in the class library. 
- to read a range of graphic novels, poetry and non-fiction texts and include these in the class 

library. 

 


