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Context

Burghclere Primary School is a rural primary school set in beautiful 
surroundings in the North of Hampshire.  We have a well resourced 
school library and each classroom has its own reading corner.

I teach in Oak class which is a mixed year group of Year 1 and 
Year 2 children.  As well as the Phonics Lead, I have recently taken 
on the role of English Lead at Burghclere.  

Having worked on a phonics project in 2019, which was designed 
to raise the attainment of Year One phonics, and as part of the 
School Development Plan, I wanted to continue to raise the 
standards by focusing on Reading for Pleasure (RfP)in the 2020-
2021 academic year.  



This academic year (2020 – 2021) has bought many challenges, 
particularly due to Covid, and the children’s educational 
experience has been significantly different to previous years. 
The children have had no access to the reading corner, were 
taught in rows after lockdown and only had access to reading 
books from the reading scheme.



OU Research inspirations and 

rationale

‘…developing a love of reading is recognised officially as essential 

and building communities of engaged readers expected of us all’. 

(Cremlin 2019)

I decided to focus on a Reading for Pleasure pedagogy for my 

project, specifically focusing on social reading environments as I 

was aware of the impact on the children of not having access to 

the library or reading area during the pandemic.  A Summary of 

findings from Professor Teresa Cremin on the Open University 

Website highlights that…



‘Social reading environments were seen to be key to creating richly 

reciprocal reading communities in the TaRs (Teachers as Readers) 

research. Physically engaging, the most successful environments 

tempted children into texts and offered spaces to relax, browse and 

read for pleasure.’

Although as a teacher I tried to engage children in reading by adopting 

a Whole Class Reading approach, choosing a variety of reading 

materials and the children were allowed to take home reading scheme 

books (which then had to be quarantined) it was no substitute to being 

able to browse in the book corner and share books with friends.



Reading Area
As a school we decided that as we operated as a class bubble we 
would allow access to the reading corner in Year R and KS1 once more.  
However we were finding that children were not choosing to use this 
area; unless they were looking for a dictionary.  I wanted to address this 
lack of engagement and involve the children in changing this area to 
make it more appealing and more accessible.



Outline

To initiate interest from the class I facilitated a discussion about the 

reading area asking the children to feedback ideas and thoughts 

about what they liked or did not like about the reading area.  They 

then worked in pairs to create a poster about the reading area 

which they then shared with the class.

The children came up with lots of interesting ways to improve the 

reading area!



A few simple changes made all the difference.  I moved one of 
the book cases away from the wall to create a reading area.

• Reduced the amount of books on 
the books case but these books will 
be accessible on a rotational basis 
to enable the books that are on the 
shelves to be easily seen or looked 
through.

• Put books in baskets to enable 
some books to be seen from the 
front. Use book stands to display 
books in different ways and found 
matching toys e.g., Elmer and 
Paddington Bear to match the 
picture books.

• Created a topic box of books that 
is available during the topic work 
and changed termly.



I added a table which had been requested by one of the children 
and purchased some headphones to create a listening area 
which has proven very popular.  I also borrowed some books with 
CDs from the School Library Service for the children to access.



Creating a Reading Buddy Box has allowed the children to choose 
a ‘buddy’ to read stories to.  The children are allowed to take their 
buddy to other areas of the classroom to read with.

Special books for teachers to read 

aloud (based on Pie Corbett's books 

spine) one is chosen to be read 

every day and then the children can 

read in the book area but must 

return to the special box that is kept 

under the teacher's chair.



Impact
• The children were, and still are, very excited to use the listening area and 

children that did not normally work together were often found sharing a story 
during own learning.

• Children want to access the books available in the class library.  They like that 
books are grouped according to author or style and occasionally change the 
categories if they are sorting them out.

• The reading buddies are very popular and children are using these not only in 
the reading area but at their tables when reading or sometimes in other 
lessons when they are feeling a little insecure.   One of our SEN children has a 
particular favourite buddy that comes to the computer suite which is at the 
other end of the school!

• There is so much more that I hope to be able to do with the reading area 
such as including fairy lights, developing a greater comic selection or books 
that reflect the children’s interests (horse riding, Pokemon etc).

• We are going to be fundraising to purchase a rug and some comfortable 
chairs and as the class is starting to transition into the next year group/class I 
will be generating more ideas for the book area with the next cohort.



Reflections on impact the 

TaRs research had on 

practice
It was important that the children took ownership of 

the reading area in order for them to want to 

engage. They were very excited when they saw 

some of their ideas being implemented and as a 

teacher, I am keen to continue their enthusiasm for 

reading and sharing books.

I hope that by making a few small changes I can 

inspire other teachers in the school to adapt their 

reading environments and develop a Reading for 

Pleasure pedagogy throughout Burghclere Primary 

School.



In terms of next steps, I plan to hold a staff meeting to 

discuss ways in which each teacher can create 

social reading environments.  Once the Covid

restrictions are lifted we want to continue our 

Reading Café’s in school where the children come 

together with their parents to share reading.  We are 

having a book fair in school to raise funds for new 

books and I would like to hold a Reading Challenge 

in the coming school year. 

By engaging with the Reading for Pleasure pedagogy 

I have developed an understanding of the 

importance of including children in the discussion of 

creating reading environments and how much more 

engaged they are when they take ownership.


