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Context

Tidbury Green School is a two-form entry school. 

Performance in reading at Tidbury Green is above national average. In 
2019, 89% of pupils in Year 1 passed the Phonics Screening Check and 
86% of pupils were working at the Expected Standard in Year 6 (with 
48% working at Greater Depth). Despite this strong performance, there 
was a ‘stubborn minority’ of pupils who we were finding it difficult to 
empower in reading.

With this in mind it has been my aspiration to reach this ‘stubborn 
minority’ whilst also raising and maintaining standards in reading across 
the school. 



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale

The role of a reading adult is influential: it has been 
noted that a child’s pleasure in reading is strongly 
influenced by the creation of reading networks and 
relationships that develop from a nurturing reading 
environment [Cremin et al., 2014]. Yet, as was seen in 
our data, this was not allowing a ‘stubborn minority’ 
of pupils to be successful. Therefore, building 
knowledge of children’s literature was seen as a key 
building block of our reading for pleasure community. 
That is why we chose the focus of our journey to be 
‘Bragging about Books’. If we could raise our teaching 
team’s understanding of children’s literature and keep 
this up-to-date, then we felt strongly that it would 
allow them to feel more confident to pass this 
knowledge on to our children and parents.



Aims

To build reciprocal and interactive reader-to-reader relationships 
between staff and children (TaR 1)

To foster a reading community (TaR 5) 

To expose children to a wider range of reading material (TaR 5) 
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Surveys were sent out to parents and children across school to help us understand the general view of 
reading amongst pupils and parents and to identify any possible reasons to explain the ‘stubborn 
minority’ we were struggling to reach.

The results showed that lack of access to reading materials was widespread. 

Most texts read by our pupils were narratives with very few reading factual books or different 
formats such as comics, blogs, websites, e-books etc. 

The favourite texts chosen showed a very limited selection that was restricted to ‘celebrity’ authors 
(David Walliams and J.K. Rowling) and authors with whom their parents were familiar with (Roald 
Dahl, Jaqueline Wilson). 

It was very clear that our children needed to be exposed to a much richer reading diet than they 
were currently receiving so we began a number of initiatives.
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Our ‘Book Brag’  
Newsletter Recommendations

We launched a ‘Book Brag’ of 
reading recommendations to 
accompany our weekly 
newsletter. I saw this as a great 
way for us to expose parents to a 
wider range of rich reading 
materials. The ‘Book Brag’ had a 
different theme each month such 
as ‘Nature’ and ‘Graphic Novels’.



Dedicated daily story timeAuthor visits

Every class was given daily 
dedicated and protected 
story time. The class text is 
displayed on each classroom 
door to foster that curiosity 
and engagements across the 
school.  

Author virtual visits 
introduced the children 
to new authors and new 
texts. Two examples 
were Catherine Bruton
and Robin Stevens.
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Each member of the teaching team has put a book 
on the shelf. This is a book that they think every 
child should read before they leave us at the end 
of Year 6. It has pride of place in our library and 
will be added to. 

The Golden Shelf

As the children were working due to still 
be working remotely, we launched the 
Golden Shelf virtually. The teaching team 
worked incredibly hard to recording a 
short video of themselves revealing their 
book and reading a short extract.
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Displays that celebrate reading

Our displays are an important part of our 
celebration of reading. Our library is now a 
showcase of work around our whole 
school texts.

In the corridors, each year group has a 
display that celebrates some of the texts 
and authors that they read over the year. 
This has been a great way for the children 
to show pride in their reading journey. 
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Training and development Rich reading curriculum

YEAR 3

Providing rich and varied reading 
material was important to empower 
both teachers and children. Each 
year group now has a refurbished 
reading curriculum composed of 
rich texts.

Improving teachers knowledge and 
confidence in selecting and using richer texts 
was important in our journey to raising the 
profile of reading across the school. 
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Aim Three: To build reciprocal and interactive reader-to-reader relationships 
between staff and children (TaR 1)
The teaching team at Tidbury Green are bragging about books. The team is sharing their 
love of books, seeking new books and recommending books to each other. This rarely 
happened before we started this journey.

Aim Two: to expose children to a wider range of reading material (TaR 5)
There has been a real increase in the intrinsic motivation of our children when it comes to 
reading. Children are regularly seen reading at the end of the day, outside at break and 
lunch as well as in the classrooms. More importantly, their book choices are more diverse 
and more enriching. Out of everything, this has been a real joy to see. 

Aim One: to foster a reading community (TaR 5) 
Our ‘Book Brag’ has really helped to weave this community together. There have been 
numerous comments from parents about how helpful they have found the 
recommendations and many of them have been asking for further recommendations or 
have told us how much they have enjoyed sharing a particular book with their children. 

Impact



Key areas for us moving forwards:

1) Continue to support the teaching team in their development as reading teachers

2) Greater diversity in reading materials 
Whilst it is has been really positive to see the children enjoy a greater range of authors, 
we now need to invest our time and effort in factual books, poetry, graphic novels and 
others. We also need to ensure that our texts ‘reflect realities.’ Readers from 
underrepresented groups are not as empowered in reading as they could be because 
they do not see themselves often enough in books, so we need to make sure all our 
children can see themselves in the books in our school.

3) Work with parents
Inviting parents in for ‘reading for pleasure’ events such as story time, picnics and 
workshops. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice


